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Quarterfinalist, 2011 NCFCA National Championship
· A Duo Interpretation performed by Anthony Matzke and Eduardo Ricks
· 1st Place, 2011 April Fueled Fray; 2nd Place, Region VII Invitational
· Sir Malcolm and the Missing Prince, by Sidney Baldwin. ISBN Number: 978-1-58474-154-1. pp. 11-16, 21-26, 28, 30, 48, 50-53, 55, 79-83, 87, 89, 98-100, 103-104, 111, 126, 142, 147, 151-152, 155-157, 159, 161, 201-202, 204-205, 207-211, 219-221. Number of introductory words: 80
You can watch the entire speech at:                               https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uxn237NW2R0 
Introduction to Piece
First off, I would like to say that this was a really hard piece for me to tackle. I discovered this when I listened to the audio book of Sir Malcolm and the Missing Prince. The story was really long and had a complex plot. After many weeks of debating a switch and searching for other pieces, I went ahead and purchased the book, Sir Malcolm and the Missing Prince, and took on one of the biggest challenges I ever faced in my five years of competitive forensics. I had been used to working with short stories for Duos in the past, but now I had to cut and perform a full-length story.
Sir Malcolm and the Missing Prince is a story about a naughty, selfish prince named Hubert. Prince Hubert is the son of a very noble King. At the beginning of the story, the prince is tested by his father to judge in the great court. Unfortunately, Prince Hubert makes an unjust decision in the court by releasing the perpetrator and punishing the victim. The King is heart-broken by his son’s poor judgment. The King realizes the potential danger for his kingdom if he allows his son to reign in his place. 
After an agonizing discussion with Sir Malcolm, a close friend to the King, the King secretly gives Sir Malcolm full command and custody of the prince so that Sir Malcolm could take the prince to a foreign land where he may gain training and wisdom. Sir Malcolm takes Prince Hubert far, far away from the palace to a small village. During the journey, Prince Hubert has his hair cut and his name changed to “Hugh.” Hugh is entrusted to an old woman named Dame Martha. Sir Malcolm then leaves the Prince alone with Dame Martha and returns to the King. After many years growing up in the village, Hugh learns how to work, and obtains the qualities of a gentlemen (thanks to Dame Martha). Sadly, though, Hugh and his village are then struck with harsh laws from the Duke. After months of turmoil, Hugh decides to return to the palace to confront the King about the unjust laws imposed by the Duke. Hugh enters the King’s court with mixed emotions, because he is petitioning his loving father who he had not seen in years. The King did not recognize Hugh because Hugh had changed over the years, both physically and in moral character. Hugh argues and persuades the King to lift the laws set up by the Duke. Then, Sir Malcolm enters the scene and reveals the prince to the King. Immediately, the King and the Prince are reunited by hugs and kisses. The Prince resumes his position at the palace. He then forgives Sir Malcolm and tells him all things he learned as a villager.
This is a powerful story. The father/son relationship is displayed very beautifully in this piece. My Duo partner, Anthony Matzke, and I had the privilege to listen to many judges tell us how much they enjoyed watching this story. I will never forget the judge that came up to us and explained why she loved our Duo so much. She said that it made her laugh, but at the same time, it also made her cry. It was a story that had meaning, sadly something missing in today’s society. Even though it was a pain in the neck to cut this piece, I would do it again if it meant touching the hearts of people with the moral values displayed in this piece.
Interesting Things to Know
For my last year of competition, I wanted to present a Duo to send my audience a clear moral message. Sir Malcolm and the Missing Prince certainly fit that criteria. It was the right pick for a Duo. The main theme of this story centers around a child entering manhood. This was clearly shown in the ending scene when Prince Hubert tells Sir Malcolm the things he learned while growing up in the village…
Though roughly treated at first, I leaned quickly the lesson that ‘humility comes before honor.’ I have learned that ‘a man who is diligent in his work may stand before kings and not before mean men,’ and hard work mixed with humility and truth may just prepare him to be a king!
Along with the central theme, there was the father/son relationship, which went through restoration. This restoration was the whip-cream and cherry on top of the milkshake.
Overall, what made this piece an impactful speech was the fact that the storyline consisted of a beginning, a middle, and an end. The Duo was not just a part of a book –– my partner and I performed a full-length story! This is a good reason why the duo worked very well in competition. We told a whole story, beginning to end. As a result, many judges were captivated by the plot and loved it.
An important thing to always remember is to listen to your coach. As I had stated earlier, this was a hard piece to cut for me. My coach, who was my mom, tried to lead me in the right direction on how I should cut the piece. She wanted me to make sure all the morals and values were crystal clear in the cutting. I admit I was ignorant as to how this is done. I gave my mom a hassle, but in the end, she won. I thought that she did not know what she was talking about, but I was wrong. She did know what she was talking about. Her direction led us to win the Cleveland tournament in Tennessee and eventually we qualified to Nationals. Moral of my story… listen and obey your coach (and your parents).
Into the Interp
Never act independently of your partner. Both partners must be dependent on each other. Even though Duos were something I had done for two years before, I finally understood this concept in the 2011 competitive season.
If you have no idea what I am talking about, let me give you an example. What if a Duo team took this line from a book and choreographed it: “Then they danced.” A Duo team could A) decide to go free style where one partner does one dance move and the other partner another dance move, or they could B) do the salsa together without touching each other. Option is B is much better. This is because judges prefer partners performing synchronized choreography where they are actually working together, as opposed to partners who are doing something on their own. Judges like to see each partner dependent on each other rather than independent of each other, especially when it comes to choreography.
I understood this concept very clearly and utilized it in a lot of the narration from Sir Malcolm and the Missing Prince. This scene from our duo was the climax of the piece and my partner and I knew we had to come up with something brilliant.
Sir Malcolm: Sire, as you have commanded, I give you back your son.
For in an instant Hugh and his father were clasped tight in each other’s arms. A splendid celebration was ordered immediately, and the best cooks for miles around were summoned to prepare feasts for the people in the courtyard.
Here is what Anthony and I did. After Sir Malcolm reveals Hugh to the King, the very next line is where they hug each other. So that is what we did. My partner and I faced each other and hugged each other while twirling in a circle. When the celebration order was given, we held hands, smiled, twirled in more circles, and sang the melody to “Ode to Joy” by Beethoven. Since the narration mentioned cooks preparing food, my partner took out a pot and I took it from his hands. All of this was done without either of us touching each other. We were all over the place! The judges loved this scene because it was both emotional and “Joyful.”
There was so much choreography we did throughout the entire piece. I would love to share all of it with you. But I do not have enough paper. The most important element you need to remember is to always construct choreography with dependence over independence.
Before I conclude this commentary, I would like to dissect an important segment of all interpretive speeches: the introduction. For clarification, most forensic leagues allow students to write an introduction before the name and author of the literature is given. Introductions give an opportunity for students to present the message of their speech. All introductions should have purpose and meaning. Introductions should never be used for a simple plot overview (similar to the film overviews you read on the back of DVD cases). Neither should introductions be used strictly for humor, which is clearly unprofessional. However, it is possible to present an ideal introduction that displays a clear message without eliminating humor. The following is a written introduction used in my duo, which is ideal for a piece like Sir Malcolm and the Missing Prince.
It is without doubt that little Prince Hubert has issues. Prince Hubert is a disobedient, unmanageable, selfish, and dreadfully demanding little devil. However, Hubert is about to encounter a transformation. This transformation is about someone who rejects the ways of a child to step through the doors of manhood. A transformation we need in today’s society. This story shows us that it takes, love, sacrifice, and trust to empower a young man to rise up and impact a dying world. 
Sir Malcolm and the Missing Prince by Sidney Baldwin
As my partner and I presented the introduction, there were a few giggles from our audience when we mention that Hubert was a “little devil.” At the same time, there was a sense of seriousness and purpose as we began to reveal the importance of manhood, love, sacrifice, and trust. A lot of people understood that Hubert represented a lot of modern-day children, which is the reason why they laughed yet paid close attention to what Anthony and I had to say.
There is such an important message that comes from Sir Malcolm and the Missing Prince. As a result, it was really important that we wrote a really good intro! Writing this intro was really tough. There was a lot of thought that went into it. Thankfully, we finished it. I have to say; all introductions should be like this one. You always want to write an introduction that is not going leave people’s minds. Impacting your audience, including your judges, with a moral message is a train on the right track.
A lot of people loved our Duo. Yes, there was a lot of choreography that went into our speech. Yes, there were some funny parts. Nevertheless, our duo was loved simply because of the message of hope found in our speech that we so desperately need today.
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