AFFIRMATIVE: HUMAN RIGHTS


Affirmative Case: Human Rights
By Owen Axelberd

Resolved: Mandatory national service is justified
The premise of this case is straightforward. If a country faces a significant threat from another aggressive nation, it may be necessary to require national services for some individuals. Defending this case is all in the value. You must convince the judge that there are times where you can sacrifice whatever value your opponent presents for the security of a nation in order to preserve human rights. The fact is that we sacrifice things for national security all the time, we sacrifice economic freedom when we place sanctions on adversaries, we sacrifice transparency from the government for the sake of covert operations, and we sacrifice freedom of expression to curtail potentially dangerous ideas. Whether or not any of these are justified is another debate entirely, but most nations, even the most principled have made these sacrifices at one point or another. Make sure to think these sacrifices through and be ready to explain why is justified to keep a nation safe. 











Introduction

The United States is a country that has been built on guaranteeing citizens their inalienable rights. This guarantee has been facilitated by a large population, geography that grants it two oceans as natural barriers, and access to all the resources it needs. Other countries aren’t as lucky, countries like Israel, Finland, and South Korea are next to tyrannical regimes bent on their destruction. For these countries, they must keep their militaries in top shape to ensure they can protect the rights of their citizens. One tool employed by all of these countries is mandatory national service. And it’s because of examples like these that I affirm the resolution: Mandatory national service is justified

Definitions

National service is defined by Cambridge as “the system in some countries by which young people, especially men, are ordered by law to spend a period of time in the armed forces” National Service definition, Cambridge Dictionary, (last accessed Jan. 4, 2024) https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/national-service

Justified is defined by Cambridge as “having a good reason for something” Justified, Cambridge Dictionary, (Last Accessed Jan 4 2024) 
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/justified




Resolutional Analysis: Justified in Some Cases

Clearly, there are times where mandatory national service is not justified. For example, if America drafted half its population to invade Canada. What this shows is that the resolution is not asking the affirmative to prove that mandatory national service is always justified. Instead, it asks the affirmative side to find a situation in which mandatory national service is an acceptable and reasonable tool to accomplish a moral aim. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.lj0nfauqfp62]Value: Human Rights

According to the United Nations, “Human rights are rights inherent to all human beings, regardless of race, sex, nationality, ethnicity, language, religion, or any other status. Human rights include the right to life and liberty, freedom from slavery and torture, freedom of opinion and expression, the right to work and education, and many more.  Everyone is entitled to these rights, without discrimination.” Human Rights, United Nations, (last accessed Jan. 4, 2024) 
https://www.un.org/en/global-issues/human-rights

We can assume a base level of human rights from the country this resolution concerns because it asks a moral question. A country that is not concerned with human rights will use mandatory national service whether it’s justified or not, so they would not be having this debate. This leads us to the criterion or way of upholding human rights.

[bookmark: _heading=h.qwetnsu4vxh1]Criterion: National Security

If a nation is upholding human rights, it becomes imperative that it protects their citizens from credible threats. While this doesn’t always require the use of mandatory national service, there are cases where it is necessary to ensure the freedoms that the country enjoys are protected.

Contention 1: Mandatory National Service Improves National Security 

Fundamentally, mandatory national service is a tool that governments can use to increase the manpower its military has access to. The implication of this is very important; if you believe that the value of human rights as achieved through national security wins over whatever value my opponent presents, you should vote affirmative because a country that believes that mandatory national service is an option they can use if needed will always have more tools at its disposal to defend itself than one that believes it is not justified. 

As presented in the resolutional analysis, mandatory national service is not always justified, so in the next point I’ll explore an example that shows a specific situation where it is justified. But, in the end, remember, if you believe there are any situations where we may want to sacrifice whatever value my opponent presents in their case for the sake of preserving a country and the rights enjoyed therein, you should vote affirmative.

Contention 2: Threats to National Security Justify Conscription

If a country finds itself in a situation where its national security is substantially threatened by an aggressive neighbor, it’s facing the potential loss of all the rights enjoyed by its citizens. If this threat is credible, and if mandatory national service would help ensure that the threat is neutralized, then it is justified.

Application 1: South Korea

South Korea relies on conscription to ensure that its military is capable of defending the country from a North Korean attack. Without mandatory national service, South Korea would be vulnerable to an attack which could lead to the end of human rights in the country. In fact, it’s becoming more necessary to maintain manpower as the country's population declines.

 Lee Hyo-jin writes “As of 2022, the number of South Korea’s military personnel stood at 480,000, falling below the 500,000 benchmark for the first time, according to a report published in July by Cho Kwan-ho, a senior research fellow at the Korea Institute for Defense Analyses. The figure is about 40 percent of the size of North Korean troops, which is estimated at around 1.14 million.
"There is no panacea to the decreasing number of soldiers caused by the demographic crisis," said Kim Yeoul-soo, chief of the Security Strategy Office at the Korea Institute for Military Affairs. "In order to address this issue, the government should review various measures ranging from immediate mitigation plans to long-term revisions that require a lot of discussions."
One feasible and relatively easy measure the government can take is to extend the compulsory military service period, he said.”  Lee Hyo-jin, Can Korea tackle shrinking military manpower?, The Korea Times, (Oct. 27, 2023) (last accessed Jan. 4, 2024) https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/nation/2024/11/113_361970.html

Impact: National Services is Justified

We see an extreme situation here, but one that can be seen in the countries mentioned in my introduction like Israel and Finland. If a country needs to ensure that its military is ready to defend and protect the rights it guarantees to its citizens, it needs access to the tool of mandatory national service. A credible threat to the rights of the population as a whole justifies the short term sacrifice of an individual and for that reason mandatory national service is justified.
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