NEGATIVE: FREEDOM


Negative Case: Freedom
By Owen Axelberd

Resolved: Mandatory national service is justifiedPerhaps the famous Patrick Henry quote “give me liberty or give me death” has become a little cliché in Stoa, but it communicates an idea that is of vital importance: Our liberty is worth defending over all other values, even our own lives. This case argues that we should follow the sentiment of this quote and value freedom above all else, that we cannot have mandatory national service without sacrificing our freedom, and that that sacrifice would lead to government abuse and an inefficient government. I would focus on winning the value debate. If you can convince the judge that they should not sacrifice their freedom for any alleged benefit of mandatory national service, you are very likely to win the round.
The one contention and first impact should be enough to prove this on its own. Even though it doesn’t fit as cleanly into the government accountability reason to prefer, I included the second impact because it still fits well with the value of freedom and strengthens the case overall. Feel free to run the case as written, use the second impact as a response, or drop it entirely for more refutation time.














Introduction

“Give me liberty or give me death.” This quote, attributed to Patrick Henry, serves as a reminder of two things: One is that we must protect our liberties over all else and be cautious when we are asked to sacrifice them for another aim, as good as it may seem. The other is that when people believe in the cause they are fighting for, they will make the sacrifices necessary to win that fight. We must not fall into the trap of sacrificing people's freedoms for the sake of security, or else we may end up with an unwilling army who has traded their liberty for death. for this reason, I negate the resolution: Mandatory national service is not justified


Definitions

National service is defined by Cambridge as “the system in some countries by which young people, especially men, are ordered by law to spend a period of time in the armed forces” National Service definition, Cambridge Dictionary, (last accessed Jan. 4, 2024) https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/national-service

Justified is defined by Cambridge as “having a good reason for something” Justified, Cambridge Dictionary, (Last Accessed Jan 4 2024) 
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/justified



Value: Freedom

What it means for us to value freedom is that we give the power to the citizens of a particular country to make their own choices..

Reason to Prefer: Government Accountability

In the context of this round, the most important thing to understand about why we should choose to value freedom above all else is it keeps the government accountable. This protects people from being forced to aid the government in something they believe is morally wrong. The reality is even the most seemingly righteous governments wage unjust wars, and because of that, they should be checked by the people's choice to participate in that war.

Contention: Mandatory National Service Reduces Freedom

It doesn’t matter what form of mandatory national service you employ. It’s always mandatory. That means there is no choice for the people it affects. It is impossible to have mandatory national service without a significant reduction of peoples’ freedoms for a time. This is very important, because as stated before, people's choices as to whether or not they serve in the military keeps the government accountable. 

Impact 1: Government Irresponsibility

When people are powerless to oppose the government, it leads to wasteful, unjust, wars, fought more frequently.

Max Margulies writes, “In addition, some research actually supports a conclusion opposite of that suggested by Barno and Bensahel: Countries that use conscription are more likely to get involved in militarized interstate disputes and operations other than war. This could be because the draft creates a more readily available supply of personnel that can be used in conflict. Some viewed conscription as a cause of World War I and sought to abolish it after the war, with Jan Smuts arguing that conscription was “the taproot of militarism.” This is also supported by research indicating that countries tend be less judicious in how they use conscript soldiers, resulting in greater casualties among conscript armies compared to those constituted only of volunteers. While the research to date has not distinguished between countries that employ only some conscripts compared to those where conscription is more widespread and affects a broader portion of the population, it should at least give us pause before assuming that conscription makes countries more peaceful.” Max Margulies, The Greatest Sacrifice: Why Military Service Should  not be an Obligation of Citizenship, War on the Rocks, (May 31, 2018) (last accessed Jan. 5, 2024)
https://warontherocks.com/2018/05/the-greatest-sacrifice-why-military-service-should-not-be-an-obligation-of-citizenship/

When countries have a large pool of soldiers who have no choice but to fight in a war, the result is government abuse, which ultimately shows us that mandatory national service is not justified.

Impact 2: Government Inefficiency 

You may be thinking that the risk is worth it if it means our military is more capable, but unfortunately, this isn’t the case. Once again, the problem here is a lack of freedom. People who are forced to do something end up in positions that they are going to be resistant to, or doing jobs that they are not skilled in. This reduces efficiency and renders mandatory national service unnecessary at best and counterproductive at worst. 

James Jay Carafano, writing for the Heritage Foundation “Neither the selective service or conscription produces greater capacity or capability for the U.S. armed forces. In fact, it harms military readiness because individuals in the selective service cannot be ready to go into battle without proper training beforehand. Conscription is a manpower model designed for mass mobilization. Instead of implementing the Selective Service System, the U.S. should continue to rely only on an all-volunteer force. A drafted army is marked by increased disciplinary issues, turnover and focus on leaving the military rather than staying in it.[20] As the Gates Commission laid out in 1970, an all-volunteer military—with a mix of active and reserve components—would be more efficient and cost-effective than sustaining a peacetime draft.[21]” James Jay Carafano, The Draft Should be Left Out in the Cold, The Heritage Foundation, (May 18, 2017) (last accessed Jan. 5, 2024)
https://www.heritage.org/defense/commentary/the-draft-should-be-left-out-the-cold

When a government preserves people’s freedom, and is held accountable, it is rewarded. It is able to build a military on people who want to stay and improve, rather than people who want to leave. This keeps our country safer and shows us why freedom is so important. Because of these arguments, a negative ballot is warranted.
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