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The AFF plan cancels US cooperation with Russia on space flight and the international space station.
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[bookmark: _Toc127826158]1.   Space technology already sanctioned
[bookmark: _Toc127826159]Russian space technology is already sanctioned
Maj. Jeremy Grunert 2022 (officer in the United States Air Force Judge Advocate General’s Corps. He currently serves as an Assistant Professor in the Department of Law at the United States Air Force Academy) 26 May 2022 "THE FUTURE OF WESTERN-RUSSIAN CIVIL-SPACE COOPERATION" (accessed 19 Feb 2023) https://warontherocks.com/2022/05/the-future-of-western-russian-civil-space-cooperation/
Among the specific targets of the Western sanctions campaign are Russia’s space and technology sectors. The day after Russia’s invasion, President Joe Biden explicitly stated that sanctions would “degrade” Russia’s space programs. Other NATO members have implemented additional space sanctions, with the German Aerospace Center cancelling all collaboration with Russian space institutions and the United Kingdom banning space-related exports to Russia. The European Space Agency has joined in sanctions, suspending its joint ExoMars mission with Roscosmos and canceling its planned partnership with Russia on several forthcoming lunar missions. Other types of sanctions not specifically targeting the space industry, such as a blockade on the export of advanced semiconductor chips, still threaten Russian space activities and space technology development in significant ways. 
[bookmark: _Toc127826160]2.   Terminates next year anyway by itself
[bookmark: _Toc127826161]US/Russia cooperation in space will terminate in 2024 when the International Space Station (ISS) mission ends
Dr. Pavel Luzin 2017 (PhD political science; Senior Lecturer at the Faculty of History and Political Science at Perm University) 29 Aug 2017 " Cooperation in Space Can Still Bridge Differences Between U.S. and Russia" (accessed 19 Feb 2023) https://www.wilsoncenter.org/blog-post/cooperation-space-can-still-bridge-differences-between-us-and-russia?gclid=Cj0KCQiArsefBhCbARIsAP98hXTKysbAj9Sm_pWPOBKDO4BKa9GvRVdP5khiRWpzOiVYtaW4JdLqQkkaAgv_EALw_wcB
The ISS has remained the only reason for Russia and the United States to cooperate, and currently the station’s operation is expected to terminate in 2024. The question is whether there is any prospect of a U.S.-Russia partnership in space after that time.
[bookmark: _Toc127826162]HARMS / SIGNIFICANCE 
[bookmark: _Toc127826163]1.   Not funding Russia 
[bookmark: _Toc127826164]US funding for Russia's space services ended in 2020.  No money is going to Russia under current policy
NEW YORK TIMES 2022. (journalists Kenneth Chang and Anton Troianovski) "In Space, U.S.-Russian Cooperation Finds a Way Forward" 15 July 2022 (accessed 19 Feb 2023) https://www.nytimes.com/2022/07/15/science/nasa-russia-astronauts-space.html
Under the agreement, there is no exchange of money between NASA and Roscosmos. From 2006 to 2020, NASA had paid Russia an average of $56 million a seat to take 71 astronauts to the space station. After the retirement of NASA’s space shuttles in 2011, the Soyuz was the only way NASA astronauts could go to orbit. That need ended when SpaceX’s Crew Dragon spacecraft became operational in 2020.
[bookmark: _Toc127826165]2.  Not aiding Russian military technology
[bookmark: _Toc127826166]Status Quo sanctions have already wrecked Russia's military technology capabilities, and hurting their space technology too
Maj. Jeremy Grunert 2022 (officer in the United States Air Force Judge Advocate General’s Corps. He currently serves as an Assistant Professor in the Department of Law at the United States Air Force Academy) 26 May 2022 "THE FUTURE OF WESTERN-RUSSIAN CIVIL-SPACE COOPERATION" (accessed 19 Feb 2023) https://warontherocks.com/2022/05/the-future-of-western-russian-civil-space-cooperation/
It seems, however, that sanctions are already wreaking havoc within Russia’s industries: The loss of high-tech electronic and computer equipment imports has reportedly forced shutdowns of a number of military manufacturing plants, including tank factories and surface-to-air missiles production facilities. New military systems under development by the Russian defense industry were described as being “hostage to many new technologies and systems” as early as 2019. Now, with the bite of sanctions, it is unclear whether such systems can be produced in sufficient numbers to contribute to Russia’s military efforts in Ukraine. Additionally, reports out of Ukraine indicate that sanctions have already reduced Russian forces to jerry-rigging military equipment with semiconductors and computer chips from household appliances. While nothing has been publicly released concerning the effects of sanctions on Russia’s space activities, the apparent effects of sanctions throughout Russia’s military and technology production do not bode well for the long-term health of the country’s space industries.
[bookmark: _Toc127826167][bookmark: _Toc108040436]DISADVANTAGES
[bookmark: _Toc127826168]1.   US astronauts endangered
[bookmark: _Toc127826169]Without the agreement, US space crew would be endangered if Russian astronauts left the space station unattended
NEW YORK TIMES 2022. (journalists Kenneth Chang and Anton Troianovski) "In Space, U.S.-Russian Cooperation Finds a Way Forward" 15 July 2022 (accessed 19 Feb 2023) https://www.nytimes.com/2022/07/15/science/nasa-russia-astronauts-space.html
For example, without the crew swap agreement, if a problem grounded new Soyuz launches, then at some point, all of the Russian astronauts on the station would return to Earth, leaving the Russian-built segment of the station untended. That could put all of the station in danger. “The station was designed to be interdependent and relies on contributions from each space agency to function,” NASA said. “No one agency has the capability to function independent of the others.”
[bookmark: _Toc127826170]Risks to the life and safety of US astronauts requires cooperation with Russia, despite political differences
NEW YORK TIMES 2022. (journalists Kenneth Chang and Anton Troianovski) "In Space, U.S.-Russian Cooperation Finds a Way Forward" 15 July 2022 (accessed 19 Feb 2023) https://www.nytimes.com/2022/07/15/science/nasa-russia-astronauts-space.html
Last week, however, NASA put out a statement rebuking Russia after Roscosmos distributed photographs of the three Russian astronauts on the space station holding the flags of pro-Russia separatists in two provinces of Ukraine. On Friday, NASA resumed highlighting the cooperation. “Flying integrated crews ensures there are appropriately trained crew members on board the station for essential maintenance and spacewalks,” NASA said in a statement. “It also protects against contingencies such as a problem with any crew spacecraft, serious crew medical issues or an emergency aboard the station that requires a crew and the vehicle they are assigned to return to Earth sooner than planned.”
[bookmark: _Toc127826171]Safe operation of the space station requires Americans and Russians working together 
Jeffrey Kluger 2022 (journalist) TIME 7 Oct 2022 " The U.S. and Russia Signal Continued Cooperation—In Space, At Least" (accessed 19 Feb 2023) https://time.com/6220640/us-russian-space-station-collaboration/
The joint missions have more than symbolic value. Flying Americans and Russians together ensures that there is always at least one crew member aboard the station from each country, which is essential for station operations, since NASA astronauts are more familiar with the workings of the U.S. segment of the station, and Roscosmos cosmonauts are more adept at operating the Russian modules. 
[bookmark: _Toc127826172]2.   Reduces chances for peaceful cooperation with Russia
Sure, things are bad now with Russia, but they could always get worse.  Cutting off cooperation with Russia is one way that could make them worse because joint space exploration is something that keeps our 2 nations talking to each other and finding ways to cooperate.
[bookmark: _Toc127826173]Link:  Space Station cooperation can lead to increasing partnership and broader cooperation with Russia
Maj. Jeremy Grunert 2022 (officer in the United States Air Force Judge Advocate General’s Corps. He currently serves as an Assistant Professor in the Department of Law at the United States Air Force Academy) 26 May 2022 "THE FUTURE OF WESTERN-RUSSIAN CIVIL-SPACE COOPERATION" (accessed 19 Feb 2023) https://warontherocks.com/2022/05/the-future-of-western-russian-civil-space-cooperation/
The International Space Station has proven to be an enduring symbol of cooperation between the Russian Federation and the West, with operations on the station touted as a “great model for society” by NASA astronauts and celebrated as a “template for future cooperation” between nations in outer space. Similarly, Europe-Russia partnerships have helped catalyze a “renaissance for Russian space science” and, similar to International Space Station operations, have been lauded as a method of increasing strategic partnerships and interdependence, which (at least theoretically) might lead to broader geopolitical cooperation. 
[bookmark: _Toc127826174]Impact:  Reduced national security, higher geopolitical tensions and risk of broader war if we abandon space cooperation
Maj. Jeremy Grunert 2022 (officer in the United States Air Force Judge Advocate General’s Corps. He currently serves as an Assistant Professor in the Department of Law at the United States Air Force Academy) 26 May 2022 "THE FUTURE OF WESTERN-RUSSIAN CIVIL-SPACE COOPERATION" (accessed 19 Feb 2023) https://warontherocks.com/2022/05/the-future-of-western-russian-civil-space-cooperation/
There remain significant international security and policy reasons to engage Russia and its space program. Russia’s status as a nuclear power requires consideration in this regard, as does the possibility of reducing the likelihood of wide-ranging competition between Western-aligned and Russian- and Chinese-aligned blocs. Outer-space cooperation has served as a method of reducing terrestrial tensions in the past and has been a welcome conduit for positive partnership and engagement in the modern day. Future civil-space partnerships may continue these positive trends, providing a largely apolitical area of collaboration that can serve as a springboard to addressing more politically charged, terrestrial affairs.
[bookmark: _Toc127826175]3.  Russia turns to China
[bookmark: _Toc127826176]Link: Canceling space cooperation would motivate Russia to partner with China and solidify an anti-Western alliance
Maj. Jeremy Grunert 2022 (officer in the United States Air Force Judge Advocate General’s Corps. He currently serves as an Assistant Professor in the Department of Law at the United States Air Force Academy) 26 May 2022 "THE FUTURE OF WESTERN-RUSSIAN CIVIL-SPACE COOPERATION" (accessed 19 Feb 2023) https://warontherocks.com/2022/05/the-future-of-western-russian-civil-space-cooperation/
With respect to long-term civil-space cooperation between the United States and Russia, there is no immediate threat (despite Rogozin’s bombastic statements) to the International Space Station partnership. However, between Russian officials’ publicly stated intentions to leave the International Space Station sometime in the next several years and the generally deteriorating geopolitical relationship between Russia and the United States, it is by no means clear that civil-space cooperation will continue in a meaningful way after the decommissioning of the space station. Russia has already sought civil-space partnerships with China, signing a five-year space cooperation agreement with the Chinese government and agreeing to jointly construct a lunar research station. A shift by Russia away from civil-space cooperation with the United States and Europe would further solidify the growing perception of “strategic competition” between the West and a Russian-Chinese bloc — a competition already widely seen as existing and growing in the context of military and intelligence-related outer-space operations.
[bookmark: _Toc127826177]Link:  Russia and China both would like to stop US hegemony 
Marta Rodriguez Martinez 2015 (MA in journalism, globalism and media) Dec 2015 THE SINO-RUSSIAN AXIS AGAINST THE US HEGEMONY - An approach to the power political strategies and world order policies of China and Russia within a world in power transition  (accessed 19 Feb 2023) https://www.researchgate.net/publication/316989287_THE_SINORUSSIAN_AXIS_AGAINST_THE_US_HEGEMONY_- _An_approach_to_the_power_political_strategies_and_world_order_policies_of_China_and_Russia_within_a_ world_in_power_transition/link/591c1b880f7e9b7727d9f00b/download 
Russia and China share the strategic goal of challenging the US hegemony in favor of a more multipolar world in which they can hold the dominance of their regions. Although several challenges lie ahead, they have already started to forge financial, military and institutional strategic ties to balance the US hegemony and bring a multipolar world in the long run.
[bookmark: _Toc127826178]Brink: Global order is in crisis, multiple trends make the international system fragile, and US leadership is in danger of retreat 
Prof. Alexander Cooley and Prof. Daniel H. Nexon 2020. (COOLEY is Claire Tow Professor of Political Science at Barnard College and Director of Columbia University’s Harriman Institute. NEXON is an Associate Professor in the Department of Government and at the Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign Service at Georgetown University) July/Aug 2020 “How Hegemony Ends” (accessed 19 Feb 2023) https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/unitedstates/2020-06-09/how-hegemony-ends 
Multiple signs point to a crisis in global order. The uncoordinated international response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the resulting economic downturns, the resurgence of nationalist politics, and the hardening of state borders all seem to herald the emergence of a less cooperative and more fragile international system. According to many observers, these developments underscore the dangers of U.S. President Donald Trump’s “America first” policies and his retreat from global leadership.
[bookmark: _Toc127826179]Impact: World peace & prosperity at risk without US influence. US hegemony is key to global peace & prosperity 
Capt. M. V. Prato 2009 (United States Marine Corps, Command and Staff College, Marine Corps Combat Development Command, Marine Corps University) “The Need for American Hegemony” https://apps.dtic.mil/sti/citations/ADA508040 (accessed 19 Feb 2023)
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[bookmark: _Toc127826180]4.  Reduces post-Putin hope
[bookmark: _Toc127826181]Link:  US/Russia space cooperation would improve hope for US influence for positive reforms whenever Putin ("the current political regime") is gone
Dr. Pavel Luzin 2017 (PhD political science; Senior Lecturer at the Faculty of History and Political Science at Perm University) 29 Aug 2017 " Cooperation in Space Can Still Bridge Differences Between U.S. and Russia" (accessed 19 Feb 2023) https://www.wilsoncenter.org/blog-post/cooperation-space-can-still-bridge-differences-between-us-and-russia?gclid=Cj0KCQiArsefBhCbARIsAP98hXTKysbAj9Sm_pWPOBKDO4BKa9GvRVdP5khiRWpzOiVYtaW4JdLqQkkaAgv_EALw_wcB
The main opportunities for further cooperation in space between Russia and the United States lie in the political field. When and if the current Russian political regime changes, the new government will need at least symbolic support from the United States during the expected economic and political reform period. The first option in this future scenario is to involve Russia in some of NASA’s scientific projects. This engagement could play a role in providing the aforementioned support for reform while at the same time yielding concrete, sustainable results in the scientific field. Also, this option could become a kind of signpost pointing the way for necessary improvements in Russia’s academic system.
[bookmark: _Toc127826182]Link: Western influence could be key to transitioning Russia to genuine democracy post-Putin… if we don't blow it like we did last time in the 1990's
Mark Galeotti 2023 (heads the consultancy Mayak Intelligence and is an Honorary Professor at University College London’s School of Slavonic & East European Studies ) 20 Jan 2023 "Is there hope for Russia after Putin?" (accessed 19 Feb 2023) https://engelsbergideas.com/essays/is-there-hope-for-russia-after-putin/
Of course, while it is ultimately Russians who will shape their country’s post-Putin fate, the West will also play a role. In the 1990s, an historic opportunity to create a true partnership and encourage genuine democracy in Russia was squandered, not least by short-termism, supporting Boris Yeltsin when he essentially stole the 1996 elections, as well as when he shelled his own parliament into submission in 1993, because his Communist and nationalist opponents were so unpleasant. What was understandable in the short-term was disastrous in the long-term, furthering cynicism about a still-emerging democracy and creating conditions propitious for the rise of a revanchist nationalist and statist like Putin. It may be that the Ukrainian disaster will be a second chance for both Russia and the West.
[bookmark: _Toc127826183]Impact:  Greater chance for reducing Russian aggression and better world security, post-Putin
Max Bergmann 2023. (Director, Europe Program and Stuart Center, Center for Strategic & International Studies) 20 Jan 2023 "What Could Come Next? Assessing the Putin Regime's Stability and Western Policy Options" (accessed 20 Feb 2023) https://www.csis.org/analysis/what-could-come-next-assessing-putin-regimes-stability-and-western-policy-options
As much as rhetoric of retribution may feel justified, just as it did toward Germany after World Wars I and II, the smarter path focused on rehabilitation and integration. The West did not offer this out of generosity but because of geopolitical competition with the Soviet Union. Similarly, encouraging and incentivizing a post-Putin Russia to drop its anti-Western outlook and its malign revisionist approach to the international order would have profound geopolitical implications for the United States vis-à-vis China, European security, and the liberal world order. Significantly, the Soviet Union collapsed not when Reagan or the West had an iron fist but when they had an outstretched arm.
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The world witnessed a vast shift in the polarity of geopolitics after the Cold War. The United States became the
world’s greatest hegemon with an unequalled ability to globally project cultural, political. economic. and
‘military power in 2 manner not seen since the days of the Roman Empire. [END QUOTE] Coined the “unipolar
‘moment” by syndicated columnist Charles Krauthammer, the disparity of power between the U.S. and all other
nations allows the U.S. to influence the world for the mutual benefit of all responsible states. Unfortunately, the
United States is increasingly forced to act unilaterally as a result of both foreign and domestic resentment to U.S.
dominance and the rise of liberal internationalism. [He goes on to conclude later in the same context
QUOTE:] The United States must exercise benevolent global hegemony. unilaterally if necessary. to ensure its
security and maintain global peace and prosperity.




