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Directions: Work through the source material in this download to help you understand this week’s selection of apologetics prompts. This release addresses approximately 5% of the total number of prompts you will need to be prepared for in your next tournament, so keep up the studying from week to week to ensure your knowledge in Apologetics. This week’s prompts are:
Category 1: The Character and Nature of God (Part 2)
7. What does the virgin birth of Jesus Christ mean? Why is this important? 
8. What evidence is there for the existence of God in our physical universe?
9. What does it mean that Jesus Christ is the Messiah? Why is this important? 
10. Is there historical evidence for the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus? Why is this important? 
11. Why is it important that Jesus Christ is both fully God and fully man? 
12. What is the role of the Holy Spirit? Why is this important? 
13. Respond to the critique that the Holy Spirit God is just the manifestation of God’s divine power.
14. Is it important to speak of God in masculine pronouns? Why or why not?*
*This question is new for S24.
[bookmark: _Toc314822892]The Virgin Birth	by Luis Garcia
What does the virgin birth of Jesus Christ mean? Why is this important?
Bible Verses
Psalm 111:9
Isaiah 7:14
Matthew 1:18-24
Luke 1:26-38
John 1:1-5, 14; 3:1-6
1 Corinthians 15:22
2 Corinthians 5:17-19
Galatians 4:4-6
Quotations
“Larry King, the CNN talk show host, was once asked who he would most want to interview if he could choose anyone from all of history. He said, ‘Jesus Christ.’ The questioner said, ‘And what would you like to ask Him?’ King replied, ‘I would like to ask Him if He was indeed virgin-born. The answer to that question would define history for me.’” —from Just Thinking, RZIM, Winter 1998
“Mary’s virginity protected a great deal more than her own moral character, reputation, and the legitimacy of Jesus’ birth. It protected the nature of the divine Son of God… Jesus had to have one human parent or He could not have been human, and thereby a partaker of our flesh. But He also had to have divine parentage of He could not have made a sinless and perfect sacrifice on our behalf.” –John MacArthur
“The issue comes down to this: If God created the heavens and the earth and everything in them, then is it so hard to imagine he can implant life in a young virgin, or re-create that life through a resurrection?” –Mark Mittelberg
Recommendations 
http://gracequotes.org/topic/jesus_christ-birth-virgin/
http://gracequotes.org/topic/jesus_christ-birth-general/ 
Commentary
The beauty of the Virgin birth is that it was the first miracle/sign God shows on how He is beginning to fulfill His promises and renew His relationship with humanity. However, the Virgin birth also signifies Jesus’ unique nature. He was God and man in one person, and that nature was only possible by the Holy Spirit causing this miracle in young Mary. Moreover, by both of these truths, Jesus defines history. He defines life. He defines truth. He defines salvation. The foundation to Jesus’ ministry, death, and resurrection all originate with the miracle of the Virgin Birth.

[bookmark: _Toc314822898]Physical Universe	
What evidence is there for the existence of God in our physical universe?  
For this question, I will give some starters to get you some help to start your own research. 
Bible Verses






Quotations





Recommendations
How Do We Know There Is a God? By Nathan Ham (https://answersingenesis.org/is-god-real/how-do-we-know-there-is-a-god/)

Is there physical evidence that God is real? By Matt Slick (https://carm.org/about-god/is-there-physical-evidence-that-god-is-real/)

Commentary
There is a whole video series by Dr. Del Tackett called the Truth Project. It is well worth the watch. There are also books and videos by crime scene detective J. Warner Wallace. I have read “God’s Crime Scene.” His website Cold Case Christianity is another site that will give you a plethora of information. (And yes, I know what a plethora is El Guapo). Videos called “Creatures That Defy Evolution” are also very good. 
Jesus as Messiah	by Caleb Pena
What does it mean that Jesus Christ is the Messiah? Why is this important?
Bible Verses
Psalm 22
Isaiah 9:6-7
Daniel 7:13-14
Mark 14:61-62
Matthew 16:16-17
John 1:40-41
John 4:25-26
Quotations
“The claim that Jesus was the Messiah places Paul, of course, in conflict with those Jews, both ancient and modern, who take a different view. But it also places him in conflict with Rome—the city to which this letter was written. If Jesus was the true king, Caesar was not.” – N.T. Wright
“Most of [first century Palestine] was looking for a Messiah who would be a political revolutionary. They were looking for a king who would come in and release the nation from Roman domination. The demand for the release of Barabbas, a political zealot, instead of Christ (Matt. 27:15–23) shows that most of Israel wanted a political savior. While these expectations were not wholly erroneous, most of the nation failed to grasp the full role of the Messiah. They failed to grasp the expectations in the prophetic writings (especially Isaiah 53) that the Messiah would not only be a political ruler but also a suffering servant.” – R.C. Sproul
Recommendations
Messianic Prophecy by Charles A. Briggs, DD., Hendrickson Publishers. 1988
Messiah Prophecies Fulfilled by D. James Kennedy
“What Does It Mean to say, ‘Jesus is the Messiah’?” by Walter Russell, The Apologetics Study Bible
More than a Carpenter by Josh McDowell, Chapters 8-11
Commentary
Christians living 2000 years after Christ’s birth often have an understanding of Christ as Messiah that underappreciates the term’s 1st century Judaic context. The role of the Messiah is rich and complex. This makes sense when we realize that well over 400 Old Testament prophecies deal with this subject. Scripture doesn’t oversimplify this concept and neither should we.  
Broadly speaking, the Messiah has three roles. He serves as a savior (both political and spiritual) for the nation of Israel. He is a prophet bringing the word of the Lord to His people.  And he is a Suffering Servant who is martyred for his faithfulness to God’s commands.
[bookmark: _Toc314822910]Resurrection	by Luis Garcia
[bookmark: _Toc314822912]Is there historical evidence for the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus? Why is this important?
[bookmark: _Toc264443314]Bible Verses
Psalm16:9-11
Isaiah 25:8-9
Jeremiah 32:17
Hosea 13:14
Matthew 12:38-42
John 2:13-22
1 Corinthians 15
Revelation 1:18
[bookmark: _Toc264443315]Quotations
“Many people have died for causes they believe in. In the 1960s many Buddhists burned themselves to death in order to bring world attention to injustices in Southeast Asia. In the early seventies a San Diego student burned himself to death protesting the Vietnam War. In September 2001 several Muslim extremists hijacked airliners and crashed them into the World Trade Center towers and the Pentagon to inflict damage on a nation they consider an enemy to their religion. The apostles thought they had a good cause to die for, but they were stunned and disillusioned when that good cause died on the cross.” –Josh McDowell, More than a Carpenter
 “Christ never lost a battle even when He lost His life.” –William Gurnall
 “Jesus gave the greatest proof of His authority by accurately predicting His death and the time of His bodily resurrection. Of all people, the temple authorities should have been alert to His promise, but they never dreamed that it would actually come to be. They were sure it was an empty boast. The fulfillment of that prediction reveals the uniqueness of Jesus above all contenders.” –Ravi Zacharias, Jesus among other gods 
[bookmark: _Toc264443316]Recommendations
http://carm.org/dictionary-resurrection 
http://gracequotes.org/topic/jesus_christ-resurrection/ 
[bookmark: _Toc264443317]Commentary
Without the resurrection, Christianity is no different than any other worldview. Why? Because all of the significant figures that founded the belief systems are mere men that are now in the grave. But Christ is much different. He is not dead, but has risen and lives forever more. All the question is asking is how the resurrection is an essential pillar to what we hold true. What does it found? If the resurrection did not occur, what would crumble in our faith? What would crumble in us?

Fully man and fully God	by Luis Garcia
Why is it important that Jesus Christ is both fully God and fully man?
Bible Verses
Isaiah 7:14; 9:6; Ezekiel 22; Daniel 7:13-14
Mark 15:39; Luke 22:70-71
John 1:1-5, 14, 18, 34; 8:57-58; 17:11; 20:30-31
Romans 5; 2 Corinthians 5:21
Galatians 4:4-5; Philippians 2:5-11; Colossians 2:13-14; 1 Timothy 2:5-6
Quotation
“[I]f Christ is not both man and God, He cannot be our Mediator. He had to be one of the human race, in order to be able to represent sinners...and be a perfect example to His followers...
Moreover, it was necessary that He should be very God, in order that He might bring a perfect sacrifice of infinite value...so as to deliver others from the curse of the law, and might be able to apply the fruits of His redemptive work.” - Louis Berkhof, Manual of Christian Doctrine
Recommendations
http://thegracetabernacle.org/quotes/Jesus_Christ-Birth-Incarnation.htm
Commentary
Jesus’ purpose in coming to the world is founded in the concept that He is both man and God. Redemption hangs on the fact that this man was a man that lived a sinless life and He was also God to bridge the gap sin had divided. The purpose of mediator is the ability to represent and connect both parties. Jesus fulfills exactly that.
Now consider on a broader spectrum of whether or not Jesus was both man and God. If He lacked one of these characteristics, His whole story would be shot to oblivion. Everything about Him hinges on His identity. Hence, His identity was and is the most disputed part of Him because it is the crux of all Christianity. If this man really was God incarnate, then history is defined. Life is defined. Truth is defined. Faith is defined. Man is really found sinful before a Holy God, but is now offered grace and mercy by the justice executed on His Son.
In approaching this topic, break it down into its three elements: Jesus—the Son of Man, Jesus—the Son of God, and the Centrality of it to Him and the Christian Faith. It may sound simple at first glance, but do not lose sight of its profound nature. Who you are, how you live, what you believe, and why you believe, all is defined on who you believe is Jesus Christ.
Do you believe He was an actual man that lived? And do you believe that He is more than a mere man, more than a great moral teacher—but that He was indeed God in flesh? 
Holy Spirit	by Alisa Stringer and Steven Vaughan
What is the role of the Holy Spirit in salvation? Why is this important?
Bible Verses
Ezekiel 36:25-27
Ezekiel 37:1-10
John 3:5-7
1 Corinthians 12:3
Romans 8:9-11
Titus 3:5-6
1 Peter 4:14
Quotations
“Without the Spirit we can neither love God nor keep His commandments.” – St. Augustine[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Augustine, St. Augustine: Homilies on the Gospel of John ; Homilies on the First Epistle of John ; Soliloquies. Grand Rapids, Mich: Christian Classics Ethereal Library, 2003. Internet resource.] 

“The Christian’s life in all its aspects—intellectual and ethical, devotional and relational, upsurging in worship and outgoing in witness—is supernatural; only the Spirit can initiate and sustain it. So apart from him, not only will there be no lively believers and no lively congregations, there will be no believers and no congregations at all.” – J. I. Packer[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Packer, J I. Keep in Step with the Spirit: Finding Fullness in Our Walk with God. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2005. Print.] 

No Spirit, no resurrection. No Spirit, no new birth. No Spirit, no confession of the lordship of Jesus. No Spirit, no victory over sin. No Spirit, no progress in sanctification. No Spirit, no spiritual wisdom. No Spirit, no spiritual gifts, and no resurrection. – John Piper
Recommendations
No Spirit, No Salvation, by John Piper (https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/how-to-seek-the-holy-spirit/excerpts/no-spirit-no-salvation) 

The Holy Spirit's Work in Salvation - by Arthur W. Pink (https://www.eternallifeministries.org/awp_sal.htm)

The Holy Spirit: Agent of Salvation -by David Garner (https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/essay/the-holy-spirit-agent-of-salvation/)

Commentary
I love the story in Ezekiel about the dry bones. This is one of the strangest stories in Ezekiel, and that’s saying something. The story goes that God shows up to Ezekiel and shows him a valley of dry bones, and they were very dry. Then God asks Ezekiel if the bones can live. Ezekiel, who is obvious a thinker, responds, “Lord, you know.” In other words, you aren’t going to fool me into answering this question. In response God tells Ezekiel to preach to the bones. So, I’ve had some audiences in my past, but…dry bones?

Ezekiel begins to tell the bones to hear the word of the Lord. That God would put breath into them and that they would live. He starts to preach, and then hears a sound, a rattling of the bones. Try to imagine that!! He looks and the bones are moving into position and start to attach to each other. Then they were covered with muscles, organs are formed, and finally skin cover the bodies. But, they were still dead. But I say, “Not a bad response to a sermon!” He brought a bone yard into a mortuary. Nice job.

But God isn’t done yet. “Prophesy to the breath…” Ezekiel calls upon the breath to breathe on the slain, and the breath came into them and they rose, alive, and stood as a great army.

Get it? They had been alive, are now dead (for a long time they were dead). Ezekiel “witnessed” to them and they were prepared to live again, but it required the Holy Spirit, the breath, to come into them before they were alive again, or in other words, born again. This is what Jesus was saying to Nicodemus about being born again. The Holy Spirit, from the beginning, was what gave life. In the beginning the world was formless and void, but the Spirit of God hovered over the surface and brought life. The role of the Spirit in salvation is that unless and until He comes upon us and indwells us, we are not saved. No amount of preaching can save us. It can only turn our dry bones into dead bodies. It is the Spirit who gives life and breath.
Holy Spirit	by Steven Vaughan
Respond to the critique that the Holy Spirit God is just the manifestation of God’s divine power.
Bible Verses
Acts 5:3-4
Romans 8:26
John 16:7-14
John 14:15-16
1 Corinthians 12:11
Acts 13:2
Ephesians 4:30
Quotations
“Far too often we hear people speak of the Holy Spirit as an “it,” not a “who.” One reason why this is the case is that the nature of the Holy Spirit’s work is to bring glory to Jesus Christ, not to himself.” 
– Kim Riddlebarger

“We are so accustomed to talk about the influence of the Holy Spirit and his sacred operations and graces, that we are apt to forget that the Holy Spirit is truly and actually a person—that he is an actual life—an existence; or, as we Trinitarians usually say, one person in the essence of the Godhead.”
- C.H. Spurgeon

“I am very ready to agree with those who say that the low spiritual life of the Church, today or at any time, is largely due to the fact that so many fail to realise the truth concerning the person and the work of the Holy Spirit.” – D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones
Recommendations
Basics of the Reformed Faith: The Person and Work of the Holy Spirit by Kim Riddlebarger (https://www.wscal.edu/blog/basics-of-the-reformed-faith-the-person-and-work-of-the-holy-spirit)

The Personality of the Holy Spirit by C. H. Spurgeon (https://www.biblebb.com/files/spurgeon/0004.htm)

The Person of the Holy Spirit by D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones (https://www.monergism.com/person-holy-spirit)

Commentary
As Christians, we believe in the divine Trinity. As such we must believe that Father, Son, AND Holy Spirit are all co-equal. All are 100% God, all with the same power, all the same attributes, and all persons. It is the cults who identify the Spirit as merely a force and not a person. However, as you see in the verse above, the Spirit is seen over and over as a person. 

When putting your cards together, it would be good to emphasize that the Holy Spirit is not a lesser person, but mostly less understood by Christians. I encourage you to read the whole articles I reference above. They are long but will give you a much better understanding of the person and work of the Holy Spirit. And in so doing, you will also enter into a deeper relationship with the God who saved you. 

Masculine God	
Is it important to speak of God in masculine pronouns? Why or why not?
For this question, I will give you some places to get more research so you can answer it more on your own.
Bible Verses






Quotations





Recommendations
God’s Preferred Pronouns by Alan Shlemon (https://www.str.org/w/god-s-preferred-pronouns)

U.S. Episcopal diocese votes to stop using masculine pronouns for God by Matt Slick (https://carm.org/in-the-media/u-s-episcopal-diocese-votes-to-stop-using-masculine-pronouns-for-god/)

Should we use genderless terms when referring to the God of the Bible? By Matt Slick (https://carm.org/about-god/should-we-use-genderless-terms-when-referring-to-the-god-of-the-bible/)
Commentary
This is a very relevant topic esp. for today. For your answer, I would focus at least some on the fact that the Bible is the inspired word of God. He knows all things past, present, and future, and has always known there would be gender confusion going on in our time. Yet, from the beginning, He has always referred to Himself in the masculine, as did Jesus, the Son. 

On another note, if I were to get to know you, and then said something to the effect of, “But I like to think of you as (insert something that you are not),” would you be happy with the direction of our relationship. Why do people do this with God? We need to see Him as He revealed Himself. 
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