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In the search for truth, rationalism emerges as an intellectual beacon that deserves more weight than empiricism. Empiricism derives its insights from sensory experiences, yet rationalism has an advantage because it is built on intuition and logical reasoning. Rationalism transcends the potential biases of perception and the limitations of individual observations by highlighting the importance of human reason. This focus on purely intellectual inquiry helps us to understand universal and abstract truths
Which is why I stand resolved: Rationalism should be valued above empiricism Definition 1: Rationalism
The Basics of Philosophy (New information about philosophy is added based on feedback from the community.
Articles on every page of the site have been updated to add clarity, correct typos, and add new information), “By Movement / School > Modern >Rationalism,” accessed 8.12.23 https://www.philosophybasics.com/movements_rationalism.html
“Rationalism is any view appealing to intellectual and deductive reason (as opposed to sensory experience or any religious teachings) as the source of knowledge or justification. Thus, it holds that some propositions are knowable by us by intuition alone, while others are knowable by being deduced through valid arguments from intuited propositions.”

Definition 2: empiricism
Peter J. Markie (is professor of philosophy at the University of Missouri, Columbia), “Rationalism,” September 30th, 2002. Routledge Encyclopedia of Philosophy https://www.rep.routledge.com/articles/thematic/rationalism/v-1
“Rationalism is then opposed to empiricism, the view that sense experience provides the primary basis for knowledge.”

Value: Truth
Cambridge Dictionary, “TRUTH,” accessed June 3rd, 2023
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/truth
“the real facts about a situation, event, or person.”

Resolution Analysis: The Dispute
Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy (combines an online encyclopedia of philosophy with peer-reviewed publication of original papers in philosophy), “Rationalism vs. Empiricism,” 2004 https://plato.stanford.edu/Archives/Win2004/entries/rationalism-empiricism/
“The dispute between rationalism and empiricism concerns the extent to which we are dependent upon sense experience in our effort to gain knowledge. Rationalists claim that there are significant ways in which our concepts and knowledge are gained independently of sense experience. Empiricists claim that sense experience is the ultimate source of all our concepts and knowledge.”

So the debate boils down to is sense experience fundamental to achieving knowledge and the value of truth.

I would argue it is not as we will see in my first contention of…

Contention 1: Rationalism achieves Truth

A) Promotes reliable and comprehensive conclusions
The rationalist philosophical position holds that logic and reason are the main sources of knowing. By prioritizing rationalism above empiricism, we emphasize the capacity of human reason to arrive at truths. This strategy is especially clear in formal logic and mathematics, where facts are only discovered through reason.
Think about the Pythagorean theorem, which is a cornerstone of geometry. This theorem, which asserts that the square of the hypotenuse in a right-angled triangle is equal to the sum of the squares of the other two sides, was developed through logical inference rather than physical observation.
Jose R. Parada-Daza (Universidad de Concepcion, Concepcion, Chile), Miguel I. Parada-Contzen (Technische Universität Berlin, Berlin, Germany), “Pythagoras and the Creation of Knowledge,” 2014. Scientific Research
https://www.scirp.org/html/10-1650323_43302.htm#:~:text=Pythagoras%27%20Theorem%2C%20from%20a%20th eory,is%20irrefutable%20by%20rational%20methods.
“Pythagoras' Theorem, from a theory of knowledge point of view, is primarily based on a strand of rationalism and therefore can be considered a universal law whose compliance is irrefutable by rational methods.”

This exemplifies how rationalism enables us to arrive at universal truths without relying on potentially fallible sensory experiences.

B) Encourages Critical Thinking
Rationalism naturally promotes reflection and critical thought. We encourage a deeper engagement with ideas, which promotes intellectual development and creativity, by prioritizing rationality above empiricism. When people just consider empirical evidence, they run the risk of becoming passive consumers of knowledge and losing the will to question widely held assumptions or look into alternate explanations.
Rationalism, on the other hand, forces us to examine concepts' underlying workings and challenge presumptions. Consider the philosophical thought experiments devised by philosophers like René Descartes came up with, including the famous "Cogito, ergo sum" or "I think, therefore I am." This claim was made after careful self-reflection rather than sensory experience, demonstrating the ability of rationalism to inspire deep philosophical discoveries.

Contention 2: empiricism Negates Truth

empiricism, while beneficial in and of itself, is unable to fully comprehend the complexity of truth. It is impossible to fully know truth with empiricism due to its biases and limitations.

A) Biased and Limited
C. L. Van Slyke (Corresponding Author), Arnold Kamis (Author, Brandeis University Brandeis International Business School), “The Limits of Empiricism: A Critique of Data-Driven Theory Development,” Brandeis University. Accessed 8.12.23
https://s3.amazonaws.com/na-st01.ext.exlibrisgroup.com/01BRAND_INST/storage/alma/99/25/0C/97/10/8B/E4/83/39/95/F0/65/16/01/8F/EC/VanSlyke_Kamis_Limits
%20to%20empiricism%20-%20third%20revision%2023%20Dec%202022.pdf?response-content-type=application%2Fpdf&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA25 6&X-Amz-Date=20230812T192536Z&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Expires=119&X-Amz-Credential=AKIAJN6NPMNGJALPPWAQ%2F20230812%2Fus-e ast-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Signature=9b6d462d67a275c105cf7766f8e94df0de8f4972cf591ff45459b9cafa1f71ce
“We can summarize the problems with empiricism by articulating the assumptions on which deriving theory from empirical data rest. First, data science assumes that the sample from which observations are drawn is a true representation of the population of interest. As noted earlier, this is a questionable assumption for most information systems research. Second, the observations in the data must be accurate representations of the constructs they are intended to represent but may be flawed because of the many sources of error in our current best practices related to measures and measurement (Burton-Jones & Lee, 2017). Finally, data science assumes that appropriate and correct analytical methods are used.”

B) Leads to subjectivism
F. M. Anayet Hossain (Department of Philosophy, University of Chittagong, Chittagong, Bangladesh), “A Critical Analysis of Empiricism,” 2014. Scientific Research
“Empiricism ultimately leads to subjectivism, which not only denies the independent existence of subjective reality, but also completely ignores the dialectical relationship between the subjective and objective factors of knowledge. It cannot see how the objective enriches the subjective (Passmore, 1932). It ignores the dialectical character of subject-object relationship.”

Impact: Cannot achieve Truth
F. M. Anayet Hossain (Department of Philosophy, University of Chittagong, Chittagong, Bangladesh), “A Critical Analysis of Empiricism,” 2014. Scientific Research
“Empiricism cannot provide us with the certainty of scientific knowledge in the sense that it denies the existence of objective reality, ignores the dialectical relationship of the subjective and objective contents of knowledge.”

Conclusion:
In conclusion, rationalism offers a distinctive route to discovering truth that is superior to empiricism. It is characterized by its reliance on reason, logic, and intrinsic knowledge. Rationalism creates pathways for comprehending universal truths that go beyond particular observations by relying on the capacity of human intellect to infer and analyze concepts apart from sensory experience. Empiricism undoubtedly offers useful insights through actual data and sensory information, but it can also be constrained by subjectivity of experience and the potential for skewed interpretations. The dedication of rationalism to pure reason encourages a more thorough investigation of abstract ideas, allowing for a more thorough understanding of fundamental truths that may be outside the scope of direct sensory perception.
