AFF –Democracy
By Ellie Munshi

“The First Amendment is vital to the health of our democracy, the vehicle to spreading passion and the channel to new worlds and issues. But taken too far, journalism, especially advocacy journalism, can be damaging not only for the news industry but for the people, places and businesses caught in the tangled webs of lies and half-truths.”
The Leavenworth Times (is an American daily newspaper), “The Dangers of Advocacy Journalism,” April 7th, 2015. Rockford Register Star, accessed June 23rd, 2023 https://www.rrstar.com/story/news/columns/2015/04/08/the-dangers-advocacy-journalism/34814318007/

As the Leavenworth Times stated, for a democratic society, the free press must prioritize reporting facts in an unbiased manner which is why I affirm the resolution
Resolved: “A free press ought to prioritize objectivity over advocacy.”

With that said I have three terms I will be defining…

Definition 1: A Free Press
Dictionary.com, “free press,” accessed June 3rd, 2023
https://www.dictionary.com/browse/free-press
“a body of book publishers, news media, etc., not controlled or restricted by government censorship in political or ideological matters.”

Definition 2: Objectivity
Tyler Sonnemaker (Freelance journalist), “Objectivity and the Role of Journalism in Democratic Societies,”
2015. Claremont Colleges, accessed June 13th, 2023 https://core.ac.uk/download/pdf/70981185.pdf
“While there are numerous values that generally accompany objectivity, Maras points to three that seem to safely make the list, as identified by Everette Dennis:
1. Separating facts from opinion.
2. Presenting an emotionally detached view of the news.
3. Striving for fairness and balance…”

Definition 3: Advocacy
Cian Murray (is an experienced writer and editor, who graduated from Cardiff University’s esteemed School of Journalism, Media and Culture. His work has been featured in both local and national media, and he has also produced content for multinational brands and agencies), “What Is Advocacy Journalism?” May 5th, 2022.
Become a writer today, Accessed June 5th, 2023 https://becomeawritertoday.com/what-is-advocacy-journalism/
“Advocacy journalism is where the news and facts of a story are presented within an agenda.”

Advocacy and objectivity are both always existent in the news. But how do we determine which is being prioritized?

Resolution Analysis: Information versus Persuasion
The central role of advocacy in the news is to persuade readers to agree with a narrative. The central goal of objectivity is to provide readers with accurate facts regardless of whether they align with the author’s bias. In other words if the press sacrifices persuading viewers in order to inform them, objectivity is being prioritized. But if the press sacrifices informing citizens of reality in the hopes of persuading them, then advocacy is the priority.

My value for today is of…

Value: Democracy
Jon Bekken (is Professor of Communications at Albright College, co-author of The Industrial Workers of the World: Its First 100 Years, and co-editor of Radical Economics and Labor. A former editor of the Industrial Worker, he has published several scholarly articles on the history of the American working-class press, alternative journalism, newsboy unions, and related topics), “Toward a Democratic Journalism,” August 31st, 2018.
Organization of American Historians, accessed June 23rd, 2023 https://www.oah.org/tah/issues/2018/august/toward-a-democratic-journalism/
“Journalists have long embraced a vision of the press as an engine of freedom, a forum through which publics access the knowledge necessary to be effective citizens, debate policy, and hold the powerful to some measure of accountability.”

RTP: Foundation to Flourishing
Democracy is a core ideal that serves as the cornerstone of a free and just society. A free press is essential to preserving and advancing democracy because it promotes the openness, accountability, and well-informed decision-making that are essential to its survival.

Contention 1: Objective Reporting Promotes Democracy
By giving people accurate and fair information so they may make educated decisions, objective reporting supports democracy. As a result, democratic institutions and procedures are strengthened.
A) Informs Citizens
Emmanuel Perilla (journalist), “Objectivity in the media,” November 5th, 2018. Medium, accessed June 13th, 2023
https://medium.com/journalism-and-society/objectivity-in-the-media-56e00f50ee2
“Journalists should stay focused on serving the public with honesty and detailed facts that truly inform them. Real objectivity in the media means being an autonomous force that has a commitment to nobody except the general public. In order for journalism to be a democratic institution, journalists need to be vigilant and understand that ultimately their job is to inform the public about what’s going on in the society.”

Impact: Citizens who are better informed are more capable of meaningful and successful civic engagement. Citizens can participate in fruitful debates, question the status quo, and hold governments and institutions responsible when they have access to unbiased news reporting.
This promotes a robust democracy that recognizes various points of view and promotes active involvement.

Contention 2: Advocacy Journalism Undermines Trust and Impedes Discourse
Public trust in the media is damaged by advocacy journalism, which occurs when the press pushes a certain agenda or adopts a partisan position. When advocacy takes precedence over objectivity, the media runs the risk of being seen as biased and unreliable. Due to people seeking out material that supports their preexisting opinions, which reinforces echo chambers and lowers the standard of public discourse, this causes society to become more polarized.

A) Biased Reporting
Elecia Chrunik (writer), “DOES ‘CARING’ REQUIRE ADVOCACY IN JOURNALISM?” June 16th, 2008.
Center For Journalism Ethics, accessed June 16th, 2023 https://ethics.journalism.wisc.edu/2008/06/16/does-caring-require-advocacy-in-journalism/
“In advocacy journalism, a cause itself becomes important, rather than just the events surrounding a cause. And the power of the media becomes a vehicle to push for change.”
Later in the article…
“A journalist could intentionally leave information out of a story if he or she thinks that it would damage the chances of reaching a certain goal on behalf of the cause.”

B) Not the Purpose of the Free Press
New York News Publishers Association NIE Program (is a partnership between the New York News Publishers Association (NYNPA) and local papers), “Understanding News Media:
Fact vs. Opinion,” January 10th, 2020. Accessed June 8th, 2023 https://nynpa.com/docs/nie/newsmedia/FactvsOpinion.pdf
“News articles are factual and often answer the questions of who, what, where, when, why and how. A writer’s opinion should not appear in a news article and pro-fessional journalists make every effort to write news objectively.”

Impact: Prioritizing advocacy in a free press weakes public trust in the pursuit of supporting particular causes or view points. When news organizations stress advocacy over objectivity and unbiased reporting, it can give the appearance of bias, which can undermine the audience's trust in the media's capacity to present accurate and balanced information.
