AFFIRMATIVE: VICTORY


Affirmative Case: Victory
By Owen Axelberd

Resolved: In combat, the use of automation should be valued above the use of military personnel
Looking at this resolution, we are asking moral question about what a country’s military should value. And the only countries that are concerned with the answer to this moral question are those who are generally trying to uphold human rights. Countries that are not concerned with human rights don’t care what is said in this debate, they’re going to do what it takes to accomplish their goals without regard to human rights. And with that analysis comes the premise for this case. Surely, we would want countries that are upholding human rights to have the most effective militaries. The contentions show how automation is needed to achieve this.











Introduction

We’re only human. We all make mistakes. Luckily, for most of us, those mistakes don’t have significant consequences. But when it comes to war, a mistake has much greater weight. When what a soldier is fighting for is of great importances it is imperative that they are given as many tools as possible to reduce errors, and help them fight more efficiently. As technology develops and the potential to add automation to the military increases, we are given a clear way to increase the efficiency of the military. For this reason I affirm the resolution: In combat, the use of automation should be valued above the use of military personnel. Let’s look at definitions.

Definitions

Combat is defined by oxford references as: “fighting between armed forces” Combat, Oxford references, (last accessed Nov. 19, 2024) (https://www.oxfordreference.com/display/10.1093/oi/authority.20110803095626174?p=emailAUTb1gYqoIXlg&d=/10.1093/oi/authority.20110803095626174 )

Automation is defined by cambridge as “the use of machines and computers that can operate without needing human control” Automation, Cambridge Dictionary,  (last accessed Nov. 19, 2024)
(https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/automation#google_vignette)


Military personnel is defined by Law Insider as such “Military personnel means an active member of the Armed Forces of the United States, including members of the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, and Coast Guard.” military personnel definition, Law Insider, (last accessed Nov. 19, 2024)
(https://www.lawinsider.com/dictionary/military-personnel)

Resolutional Analysis: Moral Actors

This resolution is about what a country that is concerned with making morally right choices should do with automation in the military. Countries that aren’t concerned with morals wouldn’t care to have this debate round. Thus we can conclude that the motives behind the war itself are just and that victory of said war would lead to a better world, which leads right to the value.

[bookmark: _heading=h.cab33ae1fq41]Value: Victory

When the consequences of losing a war are severe, victory becomes an essential moral imperative. Think, for example, of the consequence of the allies losing World War II. It would have lead to the genocide of milions of people. This shows us the importance of victory for countries concerned with doing the right thing.

[bookmark: _heading=h.dpv2cqerpu67]Criterion: Efficiency

We can operationally define this as getting the best result with the least cost, whether that cost be financial, or to human life. We will see why the affirmative side best upholds this through two contentions

Contention 1: Automation Increases Efficiency

Why do we automate things? It’s usually because a task could be accomplished more quickly, consistently, and easily by a robot. It’s from this simple idea that the first contention logically follows. Automation will make the military more efficient at accomplishing its goals because that is the purpose of automation. We see this happening right now.

Application 1: Targeting Technology

Patrick Tucker writes for Defence One “Still, when well-applied, AI can have positive effects on civilian harm reduction, according to a 2022 paper from CNA. For instance: “Detecting a change from [the] collateral damage estimate by finding differences between imagery used to determine the collateral damage estimate and more recent imagery taken in support of an engagement,” and “alerting the presence of transient civilians by using object identification to automatically monitor for additional individuals around the target area and send an alert if they are detected.” In other words, AI could play a crucial role in reducing uncertainty about targets, which could help commanders to better identify which targets to shoot—and which not to. 
Patrick Tucker, Special operators hope AI can reduce civilian deaths in combat, Defence One, (Aug. 26 2024)(last accessed Nov. 20 2024)
(https://www.defenseone.com/technology/2024/08/special-operations-forces-want-use-ai-reduce-civilian-deaths-combat/399082/)
Impact: Efficient Victory
New targeting technology means militaries can more quickly analyze who is a threat which limits the chance of mistakes, and allows the military to eliminate a threat more quickly.

Contention 2: Personnel are Inefficient

People make mistakes, we get tired, emotional, or simply lose focus. In everyday life this isn’t so bad, but when a mistake means the death of an innocent person or a fellow soldier, a country should be focused on finding ways to reduce mistakes. Unfortunately, there’s only so much a country can do before the inherent limitations of human beings manifest. We see this in application 2.

Application 2: Sleep Deprivation

The nature of war is that it’s pretty difficult to sleep. 

In fact, the U.S. Army Medical Research and Development Command report, “KISSIMMEE, Fla. — Sleep deprivation, and the fatigue that accompanies it, is a fact of life in the military. An estimated two thirds of Service Members do not get enough sleep every night — twice the civilian average. Fatigue can be deadly; an Army study found that the combat effectiveness of Warfighters who get only four hours of sleep a night can drop by up to 85%. At the 2024 Military Health System Research Symposium in Kissimmee, Florida, researchers supported by the U.S. Army Medical Research and Development Command's Military Operational Medicine Research Program discussed innovative ways to help Warfighters improve their sleep management.” 
Paul Lagasse,  DOD Highlights Research to Tackle Warfighter Fatigue, U.S. Army MEDICAL RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT COMMAND, (Sep. 4, 2024)(last accessed Nov. 20 2024)
(https://mrdc.health.mil/index.cfm/media/articles/2024/MOMRP_funds_fatigue_research#:~:text=An%20estimated%20two%20thirds%20of,drop%20by%20up%20to%2085%25.)



Impact: Dangerous Inefficiencies 

According to the U.S. Government Office of Accountability, “Lack of sleep among active duty service members has led to fatal accidents and hundreds of millions of dollars in damage to ships, vehicles, and aircraft. Many service members reported slower reflexes and responses, lower cognitive function, and concerns about near-collisions or making a deadly mistake because of fatigue.” 
U.S. Government Office of Accountability, Lack of Sleep Has Left Our Military Less Combat Ready and More Prone to Accidents with Dire Consequences (April 11, 2024)(last accessed Nov. 20, 2024)
(https://www.gao.gov/blog/lack-sleep-has-left-our-military-less-combat-ready-and-more-prone-accidents-dire-consequences)

The more we can automate, whether it be targeting, logistics, navigation on combat vehicles, etc. the more we can mitigate the risk of inevitable human error. By reducing these errors, not only do we gain a military advantage over our enemies, but also are able to prevent needless accidents.
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