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Directions: Work through the source material in this download to help you understand this week’s selection of apologetics prompts. This release addresses approximately 5% of the total number of prompts you will need to be prepared for in your next tournament, so keep up the studying from week to week to ensure your knowledge in Apologetics. This week’s prompts are:
WHO IS GOD?
13. Does God reveal Himself through creation?*
14. Does God reveal Himself through providence? 
15. Does God reveal Himself through human conscience?* 
16. Does God reveal Himself through the Bible?*
17. Is the biblical canon authoritative?
18. Is the Bible inspired?
19. Is the Bible inerrant?
20. Is the Bible reliable?

*These three questions are answered together from a previous year’s release. Since they are so interrelated, I have left them together. 
[bookmark: _Toc314822644]How God Reveals Himself	by Benjamin Vincent
[bookmark: _Toc314822646]Does God reveal Himself through creation? Does God reveal Himself through human conscience? 
Does God reveal Himself through the Bible?
Bible Verses
Hebrews 1:1-2
2 Timothy 3:16
John 1:1-18
Romans 1:19-20
Psalm 19:1-2
1 Corinthians 2:6-12
Romans 2:14-15
Quotations
“God is the highest source of information about himself…if there was a higher source of information about God, then God wouldn’t be God…it is important that any study of God look at what God says about himself.” (Wayne A. Grudem, Christian Beliefs)
“Our world is bombarded with ideas… ideas such as “All roads lead to Rome” and “There is no one way” come from every corner of the globe. Relativism has taken over, disavowing all possibility of one truth source; postmodernism has arrived, bringing its elastic morality; secularism joins in exalting existential experience. By contrast, God the Creator has revealed himself—unmasked himself, as we would to a friend.” (Paul E. Little, Know What You Believe)
“God has chosen to show himself to us in a number of ways. Most obviously, God can be seen as a superb artist in the magnificence of our created world and the complexity of our physical bodies…I marvel at the structure of my thumb and fingers, telling me Someone ingenious designed them. God [also] revealed himself specifically to the writers of the Bible. He unveiled his character and his will for them.” (Paul E. Little, Know Who You Believe)
Recommendations
https://www.blueletterbible.org/faq/don_stewart/don_stewart_293.cfm 
How Has God Revealed Himself To Humanity? by Don Stewart
Know What You Believe by Paul E. Little, Pages 17-19
Know Who You Believe by Paul E. Little, Pages 23-24	
Systematic Theology by Wayne A. Grudem, Chapter 10
Commentary
In Lewis Carroll’s famed work Alice in Wonderland, one of the most intriguing characters is the Cheshire Cat. This strange feline has the ability to appear and disappear at will, even making parts of his body visible while others remain unseen. When Alice attempts to search for the Cheshire Cat, she comes to realize that searching for him is useless, because he can never be found unless he wants to be found; he can never be seen unless he chooses to make himself seen.
Mankind is in a similar situation when it comes to the existence of nature of God. Because we are finite beings and God is, by definition, infinite, we cannot find God ourselves. We can only discover about God that which He chooses to show us. If God never chooses to reveal certain truths to us, then we will never discover those truths.
As Christians, it’s important that we understand how we know what we know about God. How has God chosen to reveal Himself to us? As professor and theologian Wayne Grudem put it, “God is the highest source of information about himself… If there was a higher source of information about God, then God wouldn’t be God.” If we want to learn about God, we have to look at what God says about himself. So where do we look? In what ways has God chosen to reveal Himself to us?
Traditionally, God’s revelation to mankind is divided into two categories: general revelation and specific revelation. General revelation refers to that which all people can observe about God from what He has done. Specific revelation refers to the detailed truths that God reveals about Himself to people for the specific purpose of revealing His nature. These two categories can be further divided into four primary ways that God reveals Himself: Nature, Human Conscience, Jesus Christ, and The Bible. Nature and Human Conscience are both forms of general revelation; we see God through His work in nature and in our consciences. Jesus Christ and the Bible are forms of specific revelation; Jesus specifically revealed God’s nature to us by embodying His nature in human form, while the Bible, being the literal, inspired Word of God, reveals His nature and will to us in written form. When addressing this topic in a speech, it’s best to touch on all four of these forms of revelation.
God reveals Himself through Nature because all of creation points to its creator. Verses like Psalm 19:1-2 and Romans 1:19-20 talk about how creation reveals God. Not only does the existence of creation reveal the existence of the Creator; the nature of creation also reveals a bit about the nature of the Creator. For example, when we look at the universe, we see that it is an orderly universe. Laws of motion and logic and mathematics govern the cosmos; carefully structured body systems allow life to function on earth. God is revealed as a God of order and design because nature is orderly and carefully designed.
God also reveals Himself through the human conscience. As Romans 2:14-15 states, the laws of morality are written on the hearts of mankind. All people have an internal sense of what is right and what is wrong. The presence of inherent moral law in the consciences of human beings point to the moral law-giver—God. This also falls under general revelation because all human beings are aware of an internal sense of right and wrong; thus, God is generally revealed to all people through their own inherent moral compass, or conscience.
God also reveals Himself specifically through Jesus Christ and through the Bible. As John 1:14 states, Jesus is God Himself manifested in human form. Thus, the person of Christ reveals much about God. The actions and words of Jesus tell us who God is, what He is like, and how we can know Him. Hebrews 1:1-2 tells us that Jesus is the ultimate expression of God’s revelation to mankind.
Finally, God reveals Himself to us specifically through His Word, the Bible. By using human authors to write His own words, God was able to communicate with us directly. When we read the words of Scripture, we are reading a letter sent directly from God to us. 
Ultimately, we can see that God has revealed Himself to mankind in four primary ways: Nature, Human Conscience, Jesus Christ, and the Bible.



Providence of God	by Steven Vaughan
Does God reveal Himself through providence?

Bible Verses
Genesis 22:14
Matthew 6:25-34
Proverbs 16:33
Genesis 50:20
Hebrews 1:3
Romans 8:28
Philippians 4:19
Hebrews 13:5
Quotations
“A God wise enough to create me and the world I live in is wise enough to watch out for me.” 
-Philip Yancey

“Nothing whatever, whether great or small, can happen to a believer, without God's ordering and permission. There is no such thing as "chance," "luck" or "accident" in the Christian's journey through this world. All is arranged and appointed by God. And all things are "working together" for the believer's good.” -J. C. Ryle

“It is the duty of all Nations to acknowledge the providence of Almighty God, to obey His will, to be grateful for His benefits, and humbly to implore His protection and favor.” -George Washington

“Providence is wonderfully intricate. Ah! You want always to see through Providence, do you not? You never will, I assure you. You have not eyes good enough. You want to see what good that affliction was to you; you must believe it. You want to see how it can bring good to the soul; you may be enabled in a little time; but you cannot see it now; you must believe it. Honor God by trusting Him.”
-Charles Spurgeon
Recommendations
Providence by J. I. Packer, (https://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/sdg/providence_packer.html)

Providence by Louis Berkhof, (https://www.monergism.com/providence-0)

God’s Providence by James Montgomery Boice, (http://www.the-highway.com/providence_Boice.html)
Commentary
The word “providence” is not found in the Bible but the doctrine is all over the place. Use the above quotes and recommendations to do more research into this area. I know it will strengthen you in your faith.

[bookmark: _Toc516579008]Biblical Canon	by Luis Garcia	
Is the biblical canon authoritative?
Bible Verses
Deuteronomy 4:1-2
Psalm 11:3; 18:30
Proverbs 30:5-6
2 Timothy 3:14-17
Hebrews 4:12
2 Peter 1:16-21
Quotations
“The word canon comes from the root word reed (English word cane, Hebrew form ganeh, and Greek form kanon). The reed was used as a measuring rod, and came to mean “standard.”” –Josh McDowell, The New Evidence that Demands a Verdict
“Common looking in regard to this Great Book, I have but to say, it is the best gift God has given to man. All the good the Savior gave to the world was communicated through this book.” –Abraham Lincoln
“How did the people of God discover that only these 66 books were inspired of God? Because only these had the “fingerprints” of God on them. These “fingerprints” of God include characteristics reflected in the answers to these questions: (1) Was it written by a prophet of God, such as Moses (Ex 4:1-9) or Paul (1 Co 9:1)? (2) Was it confirmed by acts of God (Heb. 1:1; 2:3-4)? Did the human author tell the truth of God known from other revelations and facts (Dt 18:20-22)? (3) Did it have the power of God to edify (2 Tm 3:16-17; Heb 4:12)? (4) Was it accepted and collected by the people of God?” –Norman Geisler in article titled “How Can We Know the Bible Includes the Correct Books?” from The Apologetic Study Bible 
Recommendations
The New Evidence that Demands a Verdict by Josh McDowell
http://carm.org/dictionary-canon
http://www.biblica.com/bibles/faq/7/
http://www.thegracetabernacle.org/quotes/Bible-Reliability.htm 
Commentary
The idea of the Biblical Canon was trying to measure what writings were from God and which ones were not. Hence, Josh McDowell points out the root and definition of this word. In addressing the topic, consider explaining, in a simple manner, the process of how we got what we consider to be Scripture. Also, dig deep into the idea of why we should even care to what seems to be a mere academic topic. Show that if the construction of the Bible was any different, we could be listening to spurious writings that we would consider as truth. The Bible is our foundation. God used the construction of the canon to repeal all of man’s opinions to produce the pure core of His Word. Moreover, powerfully argue why it was not the church that decided but the church rather recognized what was already God’s Word. A common objection you will need to address is that the church suppressed different writings that should be in the Bible (Apocrypha and Gnostic gospels). However, this is based off a shallow understanding of church history and the development of the canon. The church did not claim certain books as what is Scripture but they recognized what divine inspiration and authority that already was there. The church is not God but had authority for the task of confirming what was already made evident.






























[bookmark: _Toc233708390][bookmark: _Toc269029945]Inspiration of Scripture	by Luis Garcia
Is the Bible inspired?
Bible Verses
Deuteronomy 8:3 
2 Samuel 22:31-32; 23:2
Psalm 119:89
Proverbs 30:5-6
2 Timothy 3:14-17
Hebrews 4:12
2 Peter 1:16-21
Quotations
“…all the words in the Bible are God’s words, and that therefore to disbelieve or disobey any word in Scripture is to disbelieve or disobey God.” –Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology 
“The Bible is and will continue to be the Word of God for all successive generations of man only in virtue of its divine inspiration. The whole of Scripture is given by inspiration of God. This makes it the infallible rule of faith and practice for mankind. Since this inspiration is often denied and even more frequently misrepresented, it calls for particular attention.” –Louis Berkhof, Manual of Christian Doctrine
“This book had to be written by one of three entities: good men, bad men or God. It couldn’t have been written by good men because they said it was inspired by the revelation of God. Good men don’t lie and deceive. It couldn’t have been written by bad men because bad men would not write something that would condemn themselves. It leaves only one conclusion. It was given by divine inspiration of God.” –John Wesley
Recommendations
http://carm.org/dictionary-inspiration
http://www.thegracetabernacle.org/quotes/Bible-Inspiration.htm
Commentary
There are two key aspects to the concept of Scripture being divinely inspired. One, by Scripture being inspired we know what is Scripture. It is the characteristic that defines God’s word. Consider John 10:27. The sheep are familiar with Jesus’ voice, as we are called to be familiar with His truth. By knowing His truth through divine inspiration, we can know what is not His truth; we know what is not His voice. Two, recognize the words of 2 Timothy. Paul writes how the purpose of the Word of God being inspired is not only to know the truth but to live out that truth. When we say we are to live by His Word, we are saying that we are called to live out divinely inspired lives. Truly, as we read, dwell, and seek God’s word, our souls are being filled with His breath, so that all who see our lives sees God.




[bookmark: _Toc314822751]Inerrancy of Scripture	by Joshua Johnson
Is the Bible inerrant?
Bible Verses
Psalm 12:6; 33:4; 119:160
Proverbs 30:5
2 Samuel 22:31
John 14:6
Romans 3:4
2 Timothy 3:16-17
Quotations
“[D]uring the last twenty years [I have] examined dozens of these ‘problem texts’ that have been brought to [my] attention in the context of the inerrancy debate. In every one of those cases, upon close inspection of the text a plausible solution has become evident.” - Wayne Grudem[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology, page 99, footnote 10.] 

“As I have dealt with one apparent discrepancy after another and have studied the alleged contradictions between the biblical record and the evidence of linguistics, archaeology, or science, my confidence in the trustworthiness of Scripture has been repeatedly verified and strengthened by the discovery that almost every problem in Scripture that has ever been discovered by man, from ancient times until now, has been dealt with in a completely satisfactory manner by the biblical text itself – or else by objective archeological information.” -  Gleason Archer[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Gleason Archer, Encyclopedia of Bible Difficulties, page 12.] 

“Supposed Bible errors are well known to Bible scholars and have all been addressed and found not to be errors after all. In every case, there is a logical explanation for the supposed error.” –Paul S. Taylor
“A contradiction, according to the Random House Webster’s College Dictionary, is ‘a statement or proposition that denies another statement or itself is and is logically incongruous’; a contrariety, however, holds two aspects of an issue in balance and in tension without violating the logical congruency of either. In the contrarieties within Jesus, we see how he represents the answer for all the tensions we feel within ourselves.” –Ravi Zacharias
“The internal and historical characteristics of the Bible are unique in its unity and internal consistency despite production over a 1500-year period by 40-plus authors in three languages on three continents discussing scores of controversial subjects yet having agreement on all issues.” –John Ankerberg
“Extrabiblical sources and archaeology tell us that the Bible is historically accurate and worth reading; Jesus tells us it is spiritually accurate and worth heeding.” –Mark Mittelberg
Recommendations 
The Questions Christians Hope No One Will Ask, Chapter 3
The Bravehearted Gospel by Eric Ludy
The Truth Project by Del Tackett
The New Evidence that Demands a Verdict by Josh McDowell
Encyclopedia of Bible Difficulties by Gleason L. Archer
Alleged Discrepancies of the Bible by John Haley
https://answersingenesis.org/answers/books/demolishing-supposed-bible-contradictions-1/introduction/
http://startingpoint.com/member/what-about-the-contradictions-in-the-bible/
http://www.gotquestions.org/Bible-errors.html
Commentary
The Bible is the most consistent and internally accurate book of all time. The Bible is trustworthy in every way and can most definitely be trusted, more so than any other book. However, there are some difficult passages that require research and study. But every alleged contradiction or difficulty has a solution. Every single one. So an effective response to the question would involve researching alleged Bible contradictions. The Encyclopedia of Bible Difficulties by Gleason L. Archer and the Alleged Discrepancies of the Bible by John Haley are fantastic resources that I highly recommend. Think about researching and speaking about several of the more common alleged contradictions and then explain their solutions.  
For example, consider the genealogies of Jesus mentioned in Matthew 1 and Luke 3. Matthew 1:16 recounts the genealogy of Jesus as follows: “… and Jacob the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, who is called Christ.” Luke 3:23 says that Jesus was “the son of Joseph, the son of Heli.” See the alleged problem? Was Joseph’s father Jacob or Heli?  Well, when we examine the two passages in the historical context, we understand that Matthew’s account records Joseph’s heritage while Luke’s account records Mary’s heritage. Mary’s father was Heli, and when she married Joseph, Heli became Joseph’s father-in-law. In early Jewish culture, people would have just referred to Heli as Joseph’s father because the phrase “father-in-law” did not arise until approximately the mid-1300s. Therefore, these two passages–when examined in biblical and historical context–do not contradict one another; rather, they complement one another.
In conclusion, be careful about how you use Scripture. The Bible states that Scripture is inerrant but a skeptic will assume the opposite. So if you say that there are no contradictions in Scripture simply because the Bible states it is inerrant, a skeptic may consider this to be circular reasoning. So consider demonstrating first that alleged contradictions are not actually contradictions. Address several of the difficult passages first and show how they are consistent.  Thereafter, you can cite verses like Proverbs 30:5 revealing Scripture’s inerrancy. 
Blessings as you tackle this question!









[bookmark: _Toc314822707]Reliability of Scripture	by Luis Garcia & Olivia Bowers
Is the Bible reliable?
Bible Verses
2 Samuel 22:31-32
Psalm 12:6; 56:3-4, 10-1; 119:89, 130, 140, 160
Proverbs 30:5-6
Matthew 5:17-18
John 5:39-47
2 Timothy 3:14-17
Hebrews 1:1-3
1 Peter 1:10-12
2 Peter 1:16-21
Luke 21:33
John 19:35
Luke 1:1-3
2 Peter 1:16, 21
1 John 1:1-3
1 Thessalonians 2:13 
Galatians 1:11-12
Quotations
“Even though (the Bible) is an ancient document, every person in every situation in every society that’s ever existed can find in this book things that endure forever. Here’s a book that never needs another edition. It never needs to be edited, never has to be updated, is never out of date or obsolete. It speaks to us as pointedly and directly as it ever has to anyone in any century since it was written. It’s so pure that it lasts forever.” – John MacArthur
“The Bible is the Word of God given in the words of people in history.” – George Eldon Ladd
“The Old Testament has been shown to be reliable in at least three major ways: (1) textual transmission (accuracy of the copying process down through history), (2) the confirmation of the Old Testament by hard evidence uncovered through archaeology, and (3) documentary evidence also uncovered through archeology.” - Josh McDowell, The New Evidence that Demands a Verdict
“It is my deep conviction, after examining the evidence, that I can hold in my hand the Bible (both Old and New Testaments together) and conclude I have the reliable Word of God.” - Ibid.
“Only the person who understands that the cross is the center of all human history can understand the Old Testament. Through the lens of the gospel, the Bible truly becomes one book telling one story: the story of sinful man, a holy God, and His plan of salvation through the substitution of Himself for His people.” - C.J. Mahaney, The Cross Centered Life
Recommendations
The New Evidence that Demands a Verdict by Josh McDowell
Commentary on the Old Testament
Old Testament’s reliability is absolutely trustworthy. Your goal is to confirm it. This will take sources outside of Scripture, but please do use Scripture in accompanying your points. As described by McDowell, there are three main ways to prove its reliability: the text, discoveries in archeology, and the documentary evidence. Research into these areas and see what the Lord wishes for you to dive in.
One of the greatest areas of significance for the Old Testament is that it is the foundation and platform for the hope of humanity’s salvation. It provides the historical background to life, our nature, and God’s response. It provides the prophecies and promises of a new beginning. And it sums it all up in the Messiah we awaited. Now, He has come, but without foundation, we could not understand the Gospels. Our foundation would be unsure. Psalm 11:3 states, “If the foundations are destroyed, what can the righteous do?”
Commentary on the New Testament
1989, the famous talk show host Larry King interviewed guest Shirley MacLaine, a modern critic of biblical Christianity. MacLaine proposed that in the last 2000 years, the Bible has been retranslated and changed so many times that is completely impossible to have any confidence in the accuracy of the text. King quickly endorsed her statement, adding, “Everyone knows that.” (Larry King with Shirley MacLaine, spring 1989) What happens if MacLaine and King are right? If the New Testament is not historically reliable, how can we, as believers, be certain of the hope we have? Did Jesus really walk the earth, being crucified on a cross? Were there actually men and woman who left everything to follow this man? Did the Church in Acts really exist? Can we trust the Gospel? Scripture is the very foundation of our faith. If Scripture fails, the Gospel itself, in essence, does as well.
Theologian, Charles Spurgeon noted, “The Word of God is like a lion. You don’t have to defend a lion. All you have to do is let the lion loose, and the lion will defend itself.” The Bible stands on its own as an incredible historical reference. There are multiple facts and accounts you can use to address the historicity of the New Testament. Begin by developing an understanding of what establishes reliability in a historic text by academic and secular standards. The preservation, copying, number and dates of manuscripts carries significant weight in determining accuracy. 
Let the lion loose. You can compare the ancient works of widely cited authors, such as Aristotle and Homer, to the New Testament and how when contrasted, Biblical text not only meets, but far exceeds other texts deemed as historically reliable. You could discuss the numerous eyewitness accounts of New Testament individuals and events, recorded by both Jewish and secular historians of the time. You can include the vast archaeological and geographical findings that confirm the New Testament’s historical accuracy. 
In truth, if we discard the Bible under the assumption that is it historically unreliable, then we must discard all literature of antiquity. The main concept you should leave with your judges and audience, is that our New Testament truly is the standard for reliability and this fundamental truth should give us utmost confidence in the Gospel and life-giving message found wherein. John Newton described best the incredible gift we have received in Scripture when he penned, “Precious Bible! What a treasure, does the Word of God afford! All I want for life or pleasure, Food and Medicine, shield and sword; Let the world account me poor—Christ and this, I need no more.”
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