NEGATIVE: NICARAGUA 25% TARIFF
Negative:  Nicaragua 25% Tariff
by “Coach Vance” Trefethen
AFF is upset about human rights abuses by the government of Nicaragua. Their solution is to tax US consumers a 25% tariff on all products we import from Nicaragua. Point a gun to our own heads and yell “Stop or I’ll shoot!”   They also may impose some individual sanctions on the Chief of Police and on Pres. Ortega, both of whom are already sanctioned, so endorsing the Status Quo.  AFF also claims advantages from increased federal tax revenues.
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[bookmark: _Toc195017988]SOLVENCY

[bookmark: _Toc195017989]1.  A/T “Tariffs Worked to change Canada and Mexico policies”

[bookmark: _Toc195017990]Mexico and Canada didn’t actually do much in response to the tariffs
Associated Press 2025. (journalists Josh Boak and Fabiola Sanchez) 27 Feb 2025 “Trump plans tariffs on Mexico and Canada for Tuesday, while doubling existing 10% tariffs on China” (accessed 8 Apr 2025) https://apnews.com/article/trump-tariffs-mexico-canada-71761a2894e13a050717afda4fd8131a
In an interview with News Nation, Kevin Hassett, the director of the White House National Economic Council, said progress by Mexico and Canada on fentanyl “was not as impressive as the president had hoped.” There are significant differences between Canada and Mexico on the scale of drug smuggling. U.S. customs agents seized 43 pounds (19.5 kilograms) of fentanyl at the Canadian border during the last budget year, compared with 21,100 pounds (9,570 kilograms) at the Mexican border.

[bookmark: _Toc195017991]Trump said Canada & Mexico did NOT fix things post-tariff
Stuart Dyos 2025 (journalist) 9 Feb 2025 “Trump says Canada’s and Mexico’s responses to his tariff threats are ‘not good enough’” (accessed 8 Apr 2025) https://fortune.com/2025/02/09/trump-tariffs-canada-mexico-border-security-illegal-drugs-fentanyl/
President Donald Trump said Canada’s and Mexico’s pledges to boost border security to stop illegal drugs were insufficient to keep his tariffs on hold. President Donald Trump said Sunday that Mexico’s and Canada’s actions to stave off his steep tariffs are not sufficient. After announcing tariffs on the two countries last weekend, he agreed on Monday to pause them for 30 days, citing pledges he received from Mexico and Canada to boost border security.  When asked in a Fox News interview if that was enough, Trump replied, “No, it’s not good enough. “Something has to happen. It’s unsustainable, and I’m changing it,” he said after being asked if more has to happen in 30 days.

[bookmark: _Toc195017992]We know tariffs on Canada & Mexico didn’t “work” – because Trump didn’t repeal them!  They’re still in effect because they didn’t solve
US News & World Report 4 April 2025.  (journalist Ceclia Smith-Schoenwalder) “Fact-Checking Trump’s Fentanyl Justification for Tariffs on Canada, Mexico and China” (accessed 8 Apr 2025)  https://www.usnews.com/news/national-news/articles/2025-04-04/how-much-fentanyl-is-coming-from-canada-mexico-and-china-fact-checking-trumps-tariff-justification
Trump previously delayed tariffs on Canada and Mexico after they agreed to help stem the flow of fentanyl, a highly potent synthetic opioid, over the borders into the U.S. He later said that the countries haven’t done enough and went forward with a 25% tariff on nearly all goods from Mexico and Canada and doubled the existing 10% tariff on imports from China.
END QUOTE. LATER THEY REPORTED QUOTE:
The tariffs on Canada and Mexico were a promise Trump made after he was elected president. He pledged to “sign all necessary documents to charge Mexico and Canada a 25% Tariff on ALL products coming into the United States, and its ridiculous Open Borders. This Tariff will remain in effect until such time as Drugs, in particular Fentanyl, and all Illegal Aliens stop this Invasion of our Country!”


[bookmark: _Toc195017993]2.  Nicaraguan government will not change

[bookmark: _Toc173855431][bookmark: _Toc195017994]Economic pressure will not motivate Ortega to change.  Historical precedent: It’s just like Cuba and Venezuela
Douglas Farah 2023 (international security consultant) 21 June 2023 “Douglas Farah: “Nicaragua can learn a lot from Iran about evading sanctions”  https://confidencial.digital/english/douglas-farah-nicaragua-can-learn-a-lot-from-iran-about-evading-sanctions/ (accessed 13 July 2024)
Cuba has obviously survived. Nicaragua, despite being, perhaps, the weakest of the partners in these circumstances, has also endured because they learned, as Venezuela learned, that if the political and military elites and the internal repression forces are more or less economically well off, the dictatorship can survive for many years. They are not trying to solve the problems of the people –hunger, education and health-- but rather are looking for the minimum to keep quiet those who might turn against the regime with some force. Iran has demonstrated a capacity to kill its own people and to repress its own people. Daniel Ortega has also demonstrated that capacity, Cuba has also demonstrated it for a long time, and so they are taking an approach to try to keep themselves from being internationally condemned, looking to open up the cracks.

[bookmark: _Toc195017995]3.  Individual sanctions don’t work

[bookmark: _Toc195017996]Already tried & failed:  We’ve already sanctioned individuals in Ortega’s government, to no avail
Charles Castaldi 2023 (former NPR correspondent in Central America) 23 Oct 2023 “Letter (Not) From Nicaragua” (accessed 8 Apr 2025) https://www.milkenreview.org/articles/letter-not-from-nicaragua
The sanctions imposed by the U.S. and the European Union – mostly targeted at restricting the travel, for an asset accumulation and spending of those in Ortega’s inner circle – appear to have had little effect. Remember, Ortega experienced far more severe challenges as president in the 1980s, when the Reagan White House funded a counterrevolution and imposed an embargo against Nicaraguan exports.

[bookmark: _Toc195017997]Pres. Ortega and his wife the Vice President have been sanctioned already since 2018
Price Benowitz LLP 2019. (attorney specializing in foreign sanctions cases) (article undated but web page references events in 2019) (accessed 8 Apr 2025) https://ofaclawyer.net/economic-sanctions-programs/nicaragua/
In late 2018, the U.S. imposed financial sanctions on Nicaragua’s Vice President Rosario Murillo, President Daniel Ortega, and Nicaragua’s Bank Corp pursuant to Executive Order 13851. The United States claims that the Ortega government is corrupt, and human rights and anti-democratic activities in Nicaragua have resulted in a crisis.

[bookmark: _Toc195017998]Nicaragua Chief of Police has been sanctioned since 2018
World ECR 2019 (business news service reporting on trade regulations, sanctions, export controls) OFAC publishes Nicaragua regs 6 Sept 2019 (accessed 8 Apr 2025) https://www.worldecr.com/news/ofac-publishes-nicaragua-regs/
On 4 September, the Office of Foreign Assets Control (‘OFAC’) of the US Department of the Treasury issued Nicaragua Sanctions Regulations, implementing Executive Order 13851 of 27 November 2018 (Blocking Property of Certain Persons Contributing to the Situation in Nicaragua). OFAC says that further detailed guidance on the regulations will be published in due course. The US government has been ratcheting up sanctions against Nicaragua in recent years. Last year, when OFAC designated officials including a chief of police, the head of the national oil company, and the vice president of a company buying and selling Venezuelan oil, OFAC undersecretary Sigal Mandelker said, ‘The violence perpetrated by the government of Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega against the Nicaraguan people and the efforts of those close to the Ortega regime to illicitly enrich themselves is deeply disturbing and completely unacceptable.’

[bookmark: _Toc195017999]100 Nicaraguan regime officials already sanctioned
THE HILL 2023 “State Department places sanctions on 100 Nicaraguan officials” 19 Aug 2023 (accessed 8 Apr 2025) https://thehill.com/homenews/4160392-state-department-places-sanctions-on-100-nicaraguan-officials/
The U.S. State Department on Saturday placed sanctions on 100 Nicaraguan officials for their participation in restricting Nicaraguans’ human rights under the regime of President Daniel Ortega and Vice President Rosario Murillo. The State Department said Saturday it is imposing visa restrictions on 100 Nicaraguan municipal officials to “promote accountability for the Ortega-Murillo regime’s relentless attacks on civil liberties.” 

[bookmark: _Toc195018000]DISADVANTAGES

[bookmark: _Toc195018001]1.  Worsens human rights

[bookmark: _Toc173855417][bookmark: _Toc195018002]Link:  Increasing US economic pressure on Nicaragua increases Chinese influence 
Joe Cash 2023 (journalist with Reuters news service) 20 Dec 2023 “Nicaragua upgrades ties with China, seeks financial support amid Western sanctions” (accessed 6 Aug 2024) https://www.reuters.com/world/nicaragua-upgrades-ties-with-china-seeks-financial-support-amid-western-2023-12-20/ (brackets added)
China, the world's second-largest economy, is already a major investor in Central and Latin America and could provide Nicaragua with welcome financial support as the United States ratchets up economic pressure on Ortega's administration. "China is also willing to strengthen its solidarity and cooperation with Nicaragua in international affairs and opposing hegemony and power politics," state media reported [Chinese President] Xi as saying.
[bookmark: _Toc173855419][bookmark: _Toc195018003]
Brink:  Now is the critical time to block China’s influence 
Prof. R. Evan Ellis 2024. (Latin America Research Professor with the U.S. Army War College Strategic Studies Institute) 8 May 2024 THE DIPLOMAT “China’s Advance in Central America and Its Strategic Importance” (accessed 1 July 2024) https://thediplomat.com/2024/05/chinas-advance-in-central-america-and-its-strategic-importance/
China’s advance in El Salvador, Honduras, and Nicaragua is only in its preliminary stages.  Although it is developing quickly with the embrace of those three governments, there are significant obstacles, including hesitation by Chinese banks and companies to invest in Nicaragua, discomfort among democrats and conservatives in Honduras with the deepening radicalism of the Castro government, and similar discomfort in El Salvador over the growing distance between the Bukele government and the Biden administration, with more than a quarter of Salvadorans living in the United States.  The time to anticipate and address such risks is now, while  they are still manageable.
[bookmark: _Toc173855422][bookmark: _Toc195018004]Chinese influence in Nicaragua, Honduras & El Salvador risks China-dominated cluster of anti-US regimes
Prof. R. Evan Ellis 2024. (Latin America Research Professor with the U.S. Army War College Strategic Studies Institute) 8 May 2024 THE DIPLOMAT “China’s Advance in Central America and Its Strategic Importance” (accessed 1 July 2024) https://thediplomat.com/2024/05/chinas-advance-in-central-america-and-its-strategic-importance/
In Nicaragua, and Honduras, by contrast, leftist governments have embraced and facilitated China’s advance, including activities in strategic transport, digital and electrical infrastructure, media and security cooperation. At the same time, weak institutional capability and oversight by those governments decreased the likelihood that they can adequately control or benefit from China’s activities in their territory. In El Salvador, high-profile China-built infrastructure projects are advancing, even as the security policies of the Nayib Bukele government put it at odds with the Biden administration.  These developments are creating the risk of a China-dominated cluster of the three anti-U.S. regimes in Central America, strategically spanning the continent from the Gulf of Fonseca on the Pacific to the Atlantic coast. Such a bloc would separate North America and U.S.-friendly Guatemala from the increasingly China-engaged rest of the hemisphere to the south.

[bookmark: _Toc170920575][bookmark: _Toc173855423][bookmark: _Toc195018005]Impact: Less human rights.  Cluster of pro-China Central American countries would strengthen and empower authoritarian regimes
Prof. R. Evan Ellis 2024. (Latin America Research Professor with the U.S. Army War College Strategic Studies Institute) 8 May 2024 THE DIPLOMAT “China’s Advance in Central America and Its Strategic Importance” (accessed 1 July 2024) https://thediplomat.com/2024/05/chinas-advance-in-central-america-and-its-strategic-importance/
In strategic terms, such a new Central American “cluster” would give China and its companies a base of operations from which to project commercial and political influence operations into the rest of Central America, Mexico, and the Caribbean. The associated commercial revenues and Chinese investments would strengthen the survivability and empower the authoritarian (albeit distinct) paths of all three regimes.  

[bookmark: _Toc173855424][bookmark: _Toc195018006]Impact:  Less human rights.  China influence makes it more likely Latin American countries will adopt authoritarian political model
Scott Hamilton 2022 (retired senior U.S. foreign service officer;  worked as Consul General in Rio de Janeiro, Deputy Chief of Mission and chargé d’affaires in Cuba, and Director for Central American Affairs in Washington17 May 2022 U.S. Policy in Latin America—Time for a New American Realism (accessed 28 May 2024) https://globalamericans.org/u-s-policy-in-latin-america-time-for-a-new-american-realism/
Washington perceives Russia as offering mostly nuisance value in the region, not the potential strategic challenge that China could represent, but it would be unwise to be so dismissive. No Latin American country imposed sanctions on Russia after its invasion of Ukraine. In fact, the only Latin American leader to take a strong stand against the invasion was Chile’s president Gabriel Boric. The more Chinese and Russian presence grows in the authoritarian Petri dishes being replicated around the region, the stronger will be the attraction of the authoritarian political and development models those countries represent.

[bookmark: _Toc195018007]2.  Reduced trade 

[bookmark: _Toc195018008]Link:  Tariffs reduce foreign trade 
Prof. Robert Gulotty and Prof. Rodrigo Adao 2025. (Gulotty - associate professor, Dept of Political Science, Univ of Chicago.  Adão - associate professor of economics at the University of Chicago Booth School of Business) 2 Apr 2025 “In Q&A, UChicago scholars examine Trump’s policies—and what they could mean for U.S. consumers and economy” (accessed  8 Apr 2025) https://news.uchicago.edu/story/how-do-tariffs-work-and-who-will-they-impact-uchicago-experts-explain
Adão: Any negative impact that you would expect from the tariffs being applied to other countries, especially those in Asia, would be much larger if they are applied to your direct neighbors. Not only is there more trade with our close partners, but that trade may be on specific items that are very hard to substitute because they are integrated into these very long supply chains. The car manufacturing industry is a good example. If you cut Canada from the supply chain in the U.S., you’ll have fewer parts for producing cars. Even the parts that were produced in the U.S. are not going to be useful because you don’t have the parts that are being produced in Canada. It's not easy for firms to substitute, for example, part of an engine that is only used by Ford on certain models; it will take a few months at least. The evidence that we have is that in the short run, those disruptions can be very severe. 
Gulotty: Tariffs reduce demand for foreign goods, which can create political challenges in maintaining friendly relations with the U.S. However, those issues are part of everyday economic relations among even close partners. 
[bookmark: _Toc195018009]Impact:  Poor workers in poor countries end up on balance worse off when trade is restricted.  We’re harming the people AFF claims their Plan is supposed to help
Patrick Carroll 2024 (former Managing Editor at the Foundation for Economic Education; degree in Chemical Engineering from the Univ of Waterloo) 13 Dec 2024 “Responding to Reich, Part 6: Why Free Trade Benefits (Almost) Everyone” (accessed 7 Apr 2025) https://fee.org/articles/responding-to-reich-part-6-why-free-trade-benefits-almost-everyone/
Working conditions in some places are atrocious, and environmental damage is also a very real problem. But the fact that working and environmental conditions are far from ideal in many parts of the world does not mean that restricting trade will necessarily make things better. In fact, it’s quite likely that less trade would make things worse, because it would cut off the global poor from opportunities for production and economic growth.

[bookmark: _Toc195018010]Impact:  Any reduction in trade is harmful because trade is net beneficial for the vast majority of people
Patrick Carroll 2024 (former Managing Editor at the Foundation for Economic Education; degree in Chemical Engineering from the Univ of Waterloo) 13 Dec 2024 “Responding to Reich, Part 6: Why Free Trade Benefits (Almost) Everyone” (accessed 7 Apr 2025) https://fee.org/articles/responding-to-reich-part-6-why-free-trade-benefits-almost-everyone/
Global trade is not neutral. It is, on net, extremely good, for the same reason that local trade is good: voluntary exchanges are win-win and facilitate specialization and the division of labor. In fact, the comparative advantage principle Reich mentioned at the beginning isn’t just about trade between nations. It applies just as much on all other scales. While it’s important to concede that there are some net losers, what must be stressed is that global trade tends to drastically increase the standard of living for the vast majority of people.

[bookmark: _Toc195018011]3.  Punishing US citizens for the sins of Nicaragua

[bookmark: _Toc195018012]The cost of tariffs are paid by US consumers.  We point a gun at our own head and tell Nicaragua “Stop or I’ll shoot!”
Anshu Siripurapu and Noah Berman 2025 (Siripurapu - economics writer/editor for the Council on Foreign Relations.  Berman – writer for Council on Foreign Relations) last updated 1 Apr 2025 “What Are Tariffs?” (accessed 8 Apr 2025) https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/what-are-tariffs
Importers pay tariffs to their home government, but most economists find that the bulk of tariff costs are passed on to consumers. This is particularly true for industries with small profit margins, such as retail. Critics say poor Americans are hit the hardest, and recent research [PDF] has found that U.S. consumers have indeed “borne the brunt” of the tariffs on Chinese goods through higher prices. 
END QUOTE.  THEY CONCLUDE LATER QUOTE:
Many experts challenge the logic behind tariffs and argue that they hurt more industries than they help, saying that tariffs act as an economic drag in the countries using them. When consumers pay the bulk of tariff costs, it makes them effectively poorer because prices are higher. 

[bookmark: _Toc195018013][bookmark: _Toc173855413]4.  Increased Migration out of Nicaragua
[bookmark: _Toc173855414]
[bookmark: _Toc195018014]Ending free trade would cause economic harm that would  prompt thousands to flee Nicaragua
Tiziano Breda 2021 (analyst at the International Crisis Group, where he focuses on Central America) 13 July 2021 (accessed 6 Aug 2024) “If sanctions failed to solve Nicaragua’s crisis, will more sanctions succeed?” https://globalamericans.org/sanctions-nicaragua-crisis/
An increasing number of U.S. and European lawmakers reckon that the solution could be to raise the cost to Ortega of his authoritarian lurch by reconsidering Nicaragua’s participation in free trade agreements. Constraining trade would certainly have a significant impact on the country’s already ailing economy: 100,000 jobs are expected to vanish if Nicaragua is expelled from the Central America Free Trade Agreement (CAFTA), adding to the 200,000 lost even before the pandemic hit, mostly due to the wreckage left by the 2018 turmoil and the subsequent flight of national and foreign investment. This would likely prompt thousands to flee, first to neighbouring Costa Rica. But that country is already coping with almost 100,000 Nicaraguan asylum requests and its own economic difficulties, which could prompt many to change their final destination. Arrivals of Nicaraguans at the U.S. border are set to reach a two-decade high this year.

[bookmark: _Toc170744186][bookmark: _Toc177408223][bookmark: _Toc195018015]Impact:  US taxpayer cost.  Illegal immigration imposes big social costs for schools and medical care
Dr. Steve Camarota 2024 (master’s degree in political science from the Univ of Pennsylvania, PhD in public policy analysis from Univ. of Virginia; director of research at the Center for Immigration Studies) Summer 2024 NATIONAL AFFAIRS “The Cost of Illegal Immigration” https://nationalaffairs.com/publications/detail/the-cost-of-illegal-immigration
Aside from welfare, public education is probably the largest single cost associated with illegal immigration. Based on estimates developed by Pew and my own analysis, about 4 million children of illegal immigrants attended public school before the pandemic, the vast majority of whom were native born. Conservatively, the cost to educate these children amounts to $68 billion annually, with many of the most affected school districts already struggling to educate at-risk students. Medical treatment for the uninsured is another area where illegal immigrants generate significant costs — around $7 billion annually before the Covid-19 pandemic. The waves of illegal immigrants that have arrived since the pandemic have stretched emergency rooms and public clinics in some cities to the breaking point.

[bookmark: _Toc195018016]Impact:  Migration is full of peril
David J. Bier 2023 (former congressman; Associate Director of Immigration Studies at the Cato Institute, a nonpartisan public policy research organization) Testimony before the Subcommittees on Border Security and Enforcement, House Committee on Homeland Security, 26 July 2023 “The Real Cost of an Open Border: How Americans Are Paying the Price” (accessed 6 Aug 2024) https://www.cato.org/testimony/real-cost-open-border-how-americans-are-paying-price#bad-border-policies-strain-communities-along-the-border
The inability to board lawful transportation options to the U.S. border creates treacherous conditions for travelers. The combination of homelessness and governmental indifference toward crimes against migrants in Mexico has created the ideal environment for predation. Abductions of migrants number in the tens of thousands annually, according to Mexico’s National Human Rights Commission. 


[bookmark: _Toc195018017]5.   Strengthens the evil regime

[bookmark: _Toc195018018]Outside pressure strengthens loyalty of high-level Nicaraguan leaders in favor of Ortega
Tiziano Breda 2021 (analyst at the International Crisis Group, where he focuses on Central America) 13 July 2021 (accessed 6 Aug 2024) “If sanctions failed to solve Nicaragua’s crisis, will more sanctions succeed?” https://globalamericans.org/sanctions-nicaragua-crisis/
But since the end of the second attempt at dialogue—which ended in deadlock in April 2019 over political and judicial reform—several rounds of targeted U.S. and EU sanctions, as well as strongly-worded OAS resolutions, have done nothing to break the Sandinista ranks. Contrary to expectations, outside pressure has revealed impressive levels of cohesion and loyalty to Ortega in the highest echelons of the security forces, the legislature, and the judiciary.

[bookmark: _Toc195018019]6.  A/T “Raising federal revenue” – Tariffs make everything worse

[bookmark: _Toc195018020]Turn:  Economic damage means tariffs are the worst way to raise revenue
Prof. Steve Hamilton 2025. (Economist at George Washington Univ.) 2 Feb 2025 “Australia's trust in US misplaced: economist”  (accessed 8 Apr 2025) https://www.abc.net.au/listen/programs/am/australia-s-trust-in-us-misplaced-economist/104888648
Yeah, so I think the first thing to keep in mind is if you have some sense that there is a grand economic plan, that there is some logic, some kind of secret sense to this plan, I think you're mistaken. Ultimately, Trump has for many years, decades, had a very strange, outdated, frankly economically illiterate, what you might call mercantilist idea of international trade and tariffs in his mind. And he, for whatever reason, he loves tariffs. Truckloads of economic evidence, decades and decades of economic work have shown us that tariffs are damaging and are just about the worst way you could raise revenue.

[bookmark: _Toc195018021]Turn: Tariffs don’t raise much revenue and the economic harm they cause outweighs any benefit
Ben Ritz & Alex Kilander 2025 (Ritz - Master’s of Public Policy Analysis; a Graduate Certificate of Public Finance; and a BA in Communication, Legal Institutions, Economics, and Government; Vice President of Policy Development for the Progressive Policy Institute (PPI). Kilander - Policy Analyst with PPI’s Center for Funding America’s Future) 6 Feb 2025 “Tariffs Are Bad Taxes” (accessed 8 Apr 2025) https://www.progressivepolicy.org/tariffs-are-bad-taxes/
Not only do tariffs raise less revenue than income taxes, they do so in a way that is less fair. The tariff schedule currently has over 11,000 different rates depending on the type of good, its composition, and the county of origin. This complexity invites special interest carveouts and results in disproportionately higher tariffs on the goods that lower- and middle-income households consume. For example, expensive silver spoons currently face much lower tariffs than steel spoons, and cheaper clothing made from polyester and wool faces higher tariffs than more luxurious counterparts such as silk or cashmere. Well-resourced lobbyists and businesses are already seeking to carve out their own exemptions from Trump’s new tariffs, leaving the remainder of Americans with higher tariff rates. The American people will pay the price for such bad tax policy. Businesses that rely on imported goods or components would face higher input costs for production. These higher costs would then be passed down to consumers in the form of higher prices, raising the cost of everyday goods, from food to clothing to gas. Tariffs would also harm export-reliant industries — such as agriculture, energy, and manufacturing — by strengthening the dollar and inviting retaliatory measures, thereby lowering demand for American goods overseas. Overall, estimates suggest that these measures could hike taxes on the average American household by nearly $1,000 while the resulting decline in economic output could eliminate 330,000 jobs. Rather than foster economic growth and prosperity, tariffs create economic uncertainty and chaos
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