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Resolved: Practical skills should be valued over theoretical knowledge
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Introduction
“In meetings philosophy might work, on the field practicality works.” ― Amit Kalantri (uh-MEET kuh-LAHN-tree)
Amit Kalantri, Goodreads.com, Accessed March 5, 2026
https://www.goodreads.com/quotes/1059729-in-meetings-philosophy-might-work-on-the-field-practicality-works
It’s because it's one thing to discuss, and another to do that I affirm the resolution: Practical skills should be valued over theoretical knowledge. But first lets define the terms…

Definitions:
Practical skills by Fiveable “refer to the hands-on abilities and competencies that individuals acquire through practice and experience, enabling them to perform tasks effectively in real-world situations.”
Practical Skills, Fiveable, Accessed February 2, 2026 https://fiveable.me/key-terms/curriculum-development/practical-skills

Value is defined by Oxford “Consider (someone or something) to be important or beneficial; have a high opinion of.”
Value, Oxford, Accessed February 2, 2026 https://www.google.com/search?q=value+def&sca_esv=7da175bd9b925cd1&rlz=1C5CHFA_enUS1076US1078&biw=1440&bih=812&aic= 0&sxsrf=ANbL-n6OMJCsA0BO4mFHkVJeZXrFJdlBdA%3A1770156552822&ei=CHKCafTqMaKPp84PwJqR6Q0&ved=0ahUKEwj0jpyE q76SAxWix8kDHUBNJN04ChDh1QMIEQ&uact=5&oq=value+def&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiCXZhbHVlIGRlZjIEECMYJzIIEAA YgAQYsQMyBRAAGIAEMgYQABgHGB4yBRAAGIAEMgUQABiABDIFEAAYgAQyBRAAGIAEMgUQABiABDIFEAAYgARIkAtQ ugRY7QhwAXgBkAEAmAFtoAHUAqoBAzQuMbgBA8gBAPgBAZgCBqAC6QLCAgoQABhHGNYEGLADwgIHECMYsAIYJ8ICCBA AGAgYHhgNwgILEAAYgAQYigUYhgPCAggQABiABBiiBMICBRAAGO8FwgIKEAAYgAQYDRixA8ICBxAAGIAEGA3CAg0QABiA
BBgNGLEDGIMBmAMAiAYBkAYIkgcDNS4xoAfeIrIHAzQuMbgH5gLCBwUwLjUuMcgHD4AIAQ&sclient=gws-wiz-serp

Science Direct says “Theoretical Knowledge is defined as abstract and generalizable knowledge that forms the basis for designing new technologies and understanding various aspects of our lives, as highlighted in the context of the information society.”
Theoretical Knowledge, Sciencedirect, Accessed March 2, 2026 https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/computer-science/theoretical-knowledge




Res Analysis 1: When in Conflict
It’s important to note, we’re not asked today to determine which we would rather have separately. Rather it’s to determine which should be held in higher value. Obviously it would be
ideal to value them to the same degree at all times, unfortunately that’s unrealistic. Thus today we’re determining which we should choose “in conflict” or, in other words, when we can’t have both which do we choose?
Res Analysis 2: Tools
Practical skills and theoretical knowledge are both tools. Accumulating generalizable and abstract knowledge isn’t done for itself, nor is learning hands-on competencies. These are means to an end, but what end?

That leads me to our value, or way to weigh the round…

Value: Social Utility

Fiveable says “Social utility refers to the overall benefit or usefulness that an action, behavior, or product brings to society as a whole.”
Social Utility, Fiveable, Accessed March 5, 2026 https://fiveable.me/torts/key-terms/social-utility

Reason to Prefer: Relevance
There are two important metrics to determining values: importance and relevance. Now obviously something like human flourishing is more important, but it doesn’t really narrow your task, instead you should judge today's round on which is more utilizable for society, like we said these are both tools, the most relevant way to measure a tool isn’t which is most moral its which is the best tool, the way we know that is which helps us more.

Contention 1: Theoretical Knowledge fails Social Utility
Theoretical knowledge fails social utility because its very nature seeks not to be realistically helpful, but hypothetically interesting. Abstract and generalizable knowledge is the exact meaning, both things that only have a tangential effect on society. Why be abstract when concrete needs to be poured, why be generalizable when specificity is what our society asks for?

Application 1: The Humanities
What else could be more of a theoretical knowledge than humanities, completely abstract and generalizable, definitively theory. But Colgate Maroon-News says “From 2012 to 2020, graduates with humanities degrees declined by 29.6 percent.”
The Decline of the Liberal Arts, Ean Hill, Contributing Writer, December 8, 2023 https://thecolgatemaroonnews.com/46941/commentary/the-decline-of-the-liberal-arts/
The truth is society is continually moving away from such fields. Not because they’re worthless or uninteresting, but because people need to eat, they need fresh water, they need housing. And things provided practically. Theory has its place, but its place isn’t above the practical skills that keep food on the table, the lights going, and the water running.

Impact: Luxury, not Necessity
Developed societies should have theoretical knowledge, it should be an integral part of culture. However, in the same way that if you were going to go homeless, the first thing you’d do is sell your sports car when push comes to shove we shouldn’t sacrifice our survivability for our pontification.

Contention 2: Practical Skills passes Social Utility
Practical skills pass the social utility test because it's the actual feasible things we learn to support society. I mean it's quite literally the infrastructure, the backbone, of nations.

Application 2: Tradesmen
I don’t know about you, but it seems day after day more people are ditching the played out college-route for trades. And fortune.com backs this up saying “Trade school enrollment rose 5% between 2020 and 2023, about double the rate for four-year universities, according to the higher education marketing firm Validated Insights.”
I’ve owned and operated trade schools for 40 years and Gen Z is onto something: They recognize the value of vocational education By Stephen Tave November 5, 2025
https://fortune.com/2025/11/05/trade-school-leader-on-why-gen-z-is-right-to-doubt-college/

The statistics don’t lie. Society is moving more and more towards the hard skills, the practical skills, the hands on competencies. Why? Because although deep philosophical discussions are infinitely more fun than hours of manual labor, what pays the bills, what keeps societies lights on isn’t wondering its working.
Impact: Society harmed, if compromised
If we compromise practical skills (by valuing theory over it), then we harm society. Because, like we discussed, our hands on competencies are quite literally what keeps us upright. Plumbers, mechanics, builders, farmers all these jobs are practical skills that compromising for the sake of starry-eyed philosophers does nothing but make gas pricer, food more expensive, and houses harder to find.

In conclusion, the way we should determine which is more valuable is which benefits the common people of our world more. The inevitable truth, however, is that what actually benefits society isn’t the ever interesting humanities; it's the practical, down-to-earth skills— its the tradesmen that keep society moving, and because of that they should be valued over. Thank you.
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T mean if you read through this case, it's really simple, Inentionally. These are the kinda cases I love,
your whole goal is to come across as very human, “What I care about is what gets food on the table”
it that kinda sentiment that will go along way to coming across as down-to-earth and human.

“This case i simple. Don’t overthink t, speak slowly, be commonsensical

And Godspeed y'all!





