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What does the unity of Scripture mean? Why does this matter?



Apologetics is a limited-prep event where students study 100 questions provided by participating leagues. In competition, you are given 4 minutes to prepare for a 6-minute impromptu speech. This download covers the selection above in depth, providing Bible verses, quotes, citations, and analysis from an Apologetics champion.

All apologetics prompts are released by Stoa for Season 19. The most current hyperlinks are updated through our website at https://monumentmembers.com/content/speech/apologetics. 

This download includes sections for you as personal study to help form your own analysis to this apologetics prompt. Use the worksheet to help pull your thoughts together before creating your apologetics for competition.
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Bible Verses
Deuteronomy 4:1-2
2 Samuel 22:31
Psalm 18:30; 12:6; 119:160
Proverbs 30:5
John 17:17
2 Timothy 3:14-17
Hebrews 4:12-13
2 Peter 1:16-21
Revelation 22:18-19
Quotations
“Neither individuals nor councils created the canon; instead they came to recognize and acknowledge the self-authenticating quality of these writings, which imposed themselves as canonical upon the church.” (Bruce Metzger, The New Testament: Its Background, Growth and Content)
 “The unity of the message of Scripture is an internal argument that has its strongest appeal to those who are familiar with the Bible’s content…the reader gets the impression that there was one mind that guided the preparation of the entire Bible.” (Elmer L. Towns, Theology for Today)
“Considering that the Bible was written by approximately 40 different authors, over 1600 years, by men from a vast number of occupations, separated by as much as 2,000 miles and covering a vast number of subjects, its unity is evident in its theme, structure, literary emphasis and thrust. Any objective reader of the Scriptures should recognize that it is the Word of God.” (Elmer L. Towns, Theology for Today)
Recommendations
Choosing Your Faith: In a World of Spiritual Options by Mark Mittelberg, pgs. 182-184
The New Evidence that Demands a Verdict by Josh McDowell, Part 1-Chapters 1, Section 1A 
“Unity of the Bible” by Tim Chaffey, Answers (http://www.answersingenesis.org/articles/am/v6/n2/unity-bible)
Commentary
The unity of the Bible is unbelievable, unexplainable apart from divine authorship. It is a crucial doctrine and argument. A great argument and point of this is the unity of the Bible. The unity of Scripture teaches how every one of the above mentioned diverse factors and traits Scripture holds organically unifying into one message, one story. This builds strength to our understanding that the Bible was breathed out by God, is pure from error, and is the life-changing message of love of Jesus. That’s the message, the good news of the kingdom—Jesus.
A great way to address this topic is to break it down into three points: the diversity of Scripture, the unity of Scripture, and the point of Scripture. The first point can discuss all that works against Scripture in its vast differences of factors in the contributions of who, when, what, and where. The second point is to talk about the unifying message built from Genesis to Revelation. Last and most importantly, the point of the Scripture brings in the implications (inspiration, inerrancy, authority, etc.) and application (God authored this story for you, for you to know Him personally and worship and live with Him eternally, etc.) of this doctrine.
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