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By “Coach Vance” Trefethen
Resolved: The United States Federal Government should substantially reform its foreign policy regarding international terrorism.
“TBA” = Tri-Border Area, a region in South America around where the borders of Argentina, Brazil and Paraguay meet. It has a reputation as lawless and freewheeling, a haven for drug dealers, criminals, terrorists and associated corrupt casinos, businesses and banks doing money laundering to support these activities. Hezbollah (the Lebanese Shi’ite political party / terrorist group, sponsored by Iran) is alleged to have found a haven there as well. AFF plan will do something (sanctions under Section 311 of the Patriot Act? But could also be aid to the 3 countries or security/military cooperation) to defeat or degrade Hezbollah’s activities in the TBA.
Be careful: There’s also a “New TBA” that is becoming more important. It’s the area at the intersection of Bolivia, Chile and Peru. Some believe Hezbollah is moving its operations there. Important to understand exactly what the AFF plan does and which TBA they are addressing. Most of the evidence in this brief is against the “old” TBA (Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay) but some can cross apply.
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[bookmark: _Toc536212607]NEGATIVE PHILOSOPHY
[bookmark: _Toc536212608]More of the same
You will not encounter this year a case that is more like the Status Quo than this one. Everything in the Affirmative’s plan is already being done today. You will get absolutely nothing by an Affirmative ballot that you wouldn’t get by voting Negative for the Status Quo. Except a couple of Disadvantages.
[bookmark: _Toc536212609]TOPICALITY
[bookmark: _Toc536212610]1. No substantial reform
[bookmark: _Toc536212611]Link: Status Quo is already sanctioning the daylights out of Hezbollah
Referring in context to the new HIFPAA financial sanctions passed by Congress in October 2018, Lebanon News reported:
[bookmark: _Toc7524394]LEBANON NEWS 2018. “U.S. steps up Hezbollah sanctions with new law” 27 Oct 2018 http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2018/Oct-27/467659-us-steps-up-hezbollah-sanctions-with-new-law.ashx
“There is added focus on Latin America and the Western hemisphere for Hezbollah’s international crimes and narcotic networking outside of Lebanon,” Firas Maksad, director of Arabia Foundation, said. But the law also requires Trump to follow stricter reporting guidelines on Hezbollah’s activities around the globe. Trump’s signature transformed a bill passed through Congress into law minutes before he met with survivors and the families of victims that were killed in the 1983 Beirut bombings. This comes after, according to Trump, the highest number of sanctions ever imposed against the group in a single year. 
[bookmark: _Toc536212612]Violation: One more sanction on top of many others isn’t substantial reform
It’s not even a miniscule reform, it’s a 1% increase in Status Quo policies. 
[bookmark: _Toc536212613]Impact: No Affirmative team
No one showed up in the room today to advocate for substantial reform to our policy on terrorism. No matter who wins, since no one is affirming the resolution, you should vote negative.


[bookmark: _Toc536212614]INHERENCY
[bookmark: _Toc536212615]1. Trump’s new sanctions
[bookmark: _Toc536212616]Congress & Trump put new financial sanctions on Hezbollah in Oct. 2018, including affiliated social and financial organizations
[bookmark: _Toc7524395]Joyce Karam 2018 (journalist) 26 Oct 2018, THE NATIONAL “Donald Trump signs Hezbollah financial sanctions into US law” https://www.thenational.ae/world/mena/donald-trump-signs-hezbollah-financial-sanctions-into-us-law-1.784453 
After its unanimous passage in the House and Senate, US President Donald Trump signed into law the Hezbollah International Financing Prevention Amendments Act (HIFPAA) on Thursday, putting into effect a new set of sanctions that targets the Lebanese militant group and its financial support network. Following an event to commemorate the 35th anniversary of Marines Barracks bombing in 1983 in Beirut, Lebanon, the US President signed the legislation into law.
END QUOTE. She goes on later in the same context to say QUOTE:
The HIFPAA legislation could complicate funding channels for Hezbollah by going after foreign individuals and companies that voluntarily provide financial, material or technological support to the and its affiliates. It targets Hezbollah-controlled social and financial organisations such as Bayt al Mal, the Islamic Resistance Support Association, Jihad al Binaa, the Foreign Relations Department of Hezballah, Al Manar TV, Al Nour Radio, and the Lebanese Media Group with sanctions. The bill also requires the president to report to Congress on Hezbollah’s transnational activity, including any money laundering and narcotics activities across Latin America, the African continent or Asia and Europe. The bill does not exclude state sponsors of the Lebanese party whether in Lebanon or outside from its reach.
[bookmark: _Toc536212617]The new Oct. 2018 sanctions will weaken Hezbollah
[bookmark: _Toc7524396]Joyce Karam 2018 (journalist) 26 Oct 2018, THE NATIONAL “Donald Trump signs Hezbollah financial sanctions into US law” https://www.thenational.ae/world/mena/donald-trump-signs-hezbollah-financial-sanctions-into-us-law-1.784453 
This pressure may complicate matters for the party inside Lebanon, argued Randa Slim, a director of the track II dialogues programme at the Middle East Institute. Ms Slim, who has extensively studied Hezbollah, told The National that the new law “weakens Hezbollah’s financial situation which has already been weakened by four factors.” These include the costs of Hezbollah’s intervention in Syria; US sanctions on Iran which are cutting into Hezbollah’s money supply from Tehran; fears among Hezbollah’s Lebanese Shia financiers after the arrest and extradition to US of Kassim Tajeddine, a major Hezbollah financier who was arrested in Morocco last year, and worsening economic conditions in Lebanon which put more strains on the group's core constituency.
[bookmark: _Toc536212618]2. Hezbollah Banking already illegal
[bookmark: _Toc536212619]Today it’s already illegal for any bank in the US financial system to conduct transactions with Hezbollah or its partners
[bookmark: _Toc7524397]Congressional Research Service 2019. (non-partisan agency of the US Congress) “Iran Sanctions” updated 4 Jan 2019 https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/RS/RS20871 
The Hizballah International Financing Prevention Act (P.L. 114-102) and Hizballah International Financing Prevention Amendments Act of 2018. The Amendments Act (S. 1595, P.L. 115-272) was signed by President Trump on October 23, 2018, the 25th anniversary of the Marine barracks bombing in Beirut. The original law, modeled on the 2010 Comprehensive Iran Sanctions, Accountability, and Divestment Act (“CISADA,” see below), excludes from the U.S. financial system any bank that conducts transactions with Hezbollah or its affiliates or partners. The more recent law expands the authority of the original law by authorizing the blocking of U.S.-based property of and U.S. transactions with any “agency or instrumentality of a foreign state” that conducts joint operations with or provides financing or arms to Lebanese Hezbollah.
[bookmark: _Toc536212620]It’s already illegal for banks to do anything with Hezbollah – for several years now
[bookmark: _Toc7524398]Agence France Presse 2016. (French news agency) “Hezbollah brushes off US sanctions, says money comes via Iran ” 24 June 2016http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/afp/2016/06/lebanon-hezbollah-banks.html#ixzz5dfa4gwV6 
In December, the US Congress voted to impose sanctions on banks that deal with Hezbollah, considered a "terrorist group" by the US. And last month, Lebanon's central bank instructed the country's banks and financial institutions to comply with the new measure against the Lebanese Shiite group.
[bookmark: _Toc536212621]3. “311” sanctions already being used on Hezbollah
[bookmark: _Toc536212622]Example: FBME Bank was sanctioned under 311 for financing Hezbollah
Carlton Greene, Cari Stinebower, Kelly T. Currie & Dalal Hasan 2017. (with Crowell Moring International Trade law firm) “District Court Upholds FinCEN Rule Imposing Special Measures on Tanzanian Bank FBME” 23 May 2017 https://www.cmtradelaw.com/category/patriot-act-section-311/ 
Under Section 311, if FinCEN’s Director finds that a foreign financial institution qualifies as a “primary money laundering concern,” she may propose a rule that would impose one or more of five different “special measures” against it. The most serious special measure, and the one typically imposed, is the fifth, which prohibits U.S. banks from maintaining correspondent relationships with the named foreign financial institution. Proposed rules to impose special measures are made available for public comment and become effective once the rule is finalized. FinCEN issued a Notice of Finding on July 22, 2014, that identified FBME as a “primary money laundering concern,” along with a proposed rule to impose the fifth special measure. In the NOF, FinCEN described FBME as the largest bank in Tanzania, but one that conducted 90 percent of its global activity and held more than 90 percent of its assets at a single branch in Cyprus. FinCEN found, among other things, that FBME had maintained accounts or facilitated transactions for an international narcotics trafficker, an organized crime figure, a financier for the terrorist group Hezbollah, parties engaged in cyber-fraud against victims in the U.S., and a front company related to Syria’s efforts to proliferate weapons of mass destruction. 
[bookmark: _Toc536212623]Example: Lebanese Canadian Bank (LCB) was sanctioned under 311 for financing Hezbollah
[bookmark: _Toc7524400]Federal Register 2011 (official US government publication of regulatory actions taken by agencies of the federal government) 17 Feb 2011 “Finding That the Lebanese Canadian Bank SAL Is a Financial Institution of Primary Money Laundering Concern” https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2011/02/17/2011-3346/finding-that-the-lebanese-canadian-bank-sal-is-a-financial-institution-of-primary-money-laundering 
Based upon a review and analysis of the administrative record in this matter, consultations with relevant Federal agencies and departments, and after consideration of the factors enumerated in section 311, the Director of FinCEN has determined that LCB is a financial institution of primary money laundering concern. FinCEN has reason to believe that LCB has been routinely used by drug traffickers and money launderers operating in various countries in Central and South America, Europe, Africa, and the Middle East; that Hizballah derived financial support from the criminal activities of this network; and that LCB managers are complicit in the network's money laundering activities.
[bookmark: _Toc536212624]4. A/T “Status Quo not going after Hezbollah finances” – Actually we are
[bookmark: _Toc536212625]Trump is coming hard for Hezbollah. Financial sanctions and law enforcement underway and it will intensify
[bookmark: _Toc7524401]Jeremy Arbid 2018. (Executive Magasine's in house energy and public policy analyst. ) 8 Nov 2018 “‘America First’ is a risk to Lebanon and the Middle East” http://www.executive-magazine.com/economics-policy/america-first-is-a-risk-to-lebanon-and-the-middle-east 
Congruently, throughout 2018, the US Treasury has sanctioned nearly 40 individuals and entities, “pursuant to the Hizballah Financial Sanctions Regulations.” In October, the US Department of Justice (DOJ) named Hezbollah as one of the “transnational organized crime threats” to the United States, alongside four Central American cartels. The DOJ move comes nearly 10 months after it formed the Hezbollah Financing and Narcoterrorism Team, tasked with “investigating individuals and networks providing support to Hezbollah, and pursuing prosecutions,” according to a DOJ statement. The statement also added that the new DOJ unit will work to “restrict the flow of money to foreign terrorist organizations as well as disrupt violent international drug trafficking operations.” Through sanctions and the law enforcement actions, it seems a case is being built that could lead to indictments in US courts of Hezbollah officials and entities, or their affiliates. As of yet, we do not know how strictly the US will pursue Hezbollah on these fronts, how widely the US will cast its net, or whether there will be collateral damage. But what is clear so far is that the Trump administration is coming hard for Hezbollah, and this pursuit will likely intensify.

[bookmark: _Toc536212626]5. Funding & training already underway in TBA
[bookmark: _Toc536212627]US government is already increasing training and military cooperation for TBA
[bookmark: _Toc7524402]Kris Osborn 2018. (former CNN news anchor, former Army civilian and military expert who serves currently as Managing Editor of Warrior Maven - a military weapons and emerging technology site for news reports and analysis ) 17 Aug 2018 “Mattis Seeks Expanded US-South America Military Ops-War Prep, Counterterrorism” http://www.torresco.com/mattis-seeks-expanded-us-south-america-military-ops-war-prep-counterterrorism/ 
US State Dept. statements echo this sentiment, writing that the “International Narcotics and Law Enforcement Bureau provides funds to the Drug Enforcement Administration and the Federal Bureau of Investigation to train and mentor Argentine law enforcement and justice officials.” The Torres-taught training course, called “Anti-Money Laundering and Asset Forfeiture Course for Prosecutors,” zeroes in on the troubling, yet well-documented connection between terrorist funding and transnational criminal organizations. “We trained in cyber forensics which got immediate investigative results in Paraguay and Argentina — and we helped develop cyber forensics centers and operations in both countries,” Torres said. These kinds of activities, along with military-to-military exercises and training, are among the initiatives likely to be fortified by the stepped-up US-Argentine collaboration.
[bookmark: _Toc533197464][bookmark: _Toc536212628]HARMS / SIGNIFICANCE
[bookmark: _Toc536212629][bookmark: _Toc533197465]1. TBA not a significant threat
[bookmark: _Toc536212630]Threat of terrorism in the TBA is exaggerated, and suspects are closely monitored by authorities
[bookmark: _Toc7524403]A.F. Trevisi 2013 (research assistant with International Institute for Counter-Terrorism) October 2013 “ASSESSING THE TERRORIST THREAT IN THE TRI-BORDER AREA OF BRAZIL, PARAGUAY AND ARGENTIA” https://www.ict.org.il/UserFiles/Trevisi%202013.pdf 
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[bookmark: _Toc536212631]2. A/T “Hezbollah biggest terror threat to US / killed more Americans before 9/11 than any other”
[bookmark: _Toc533197466][bookmark: _Toc536212632]Actually… no they didn’t. They didn’t even exist until 1985. Critics are counting incidents they didn’t do
[bookmark: _Toc7524404]Sharmine Narwani 2017 (commentator and analyst of Mideast geopolitics, based in Beirut) Hezbollah is Not a Threat to America” 3 Nov 2017 https://www.theamericanconservative.com/articles/hezbollah-is-not-a-threat-to-america/ (ellipses in original)
Two weeks ago, at a State Department briefing on the Hezbollah “threat,” National Counterterrorism Center Director Nicholas J. Rasmussen tried to paint a picture of an organization that was directing “terrorism acts worldwide” and posing a threat “to U.S. interests” including “here in the homeland.” “Prior to September 11,” Rasmussen claimed, “I think everybody knows Hezbollah was responsible for the terrorism-related deaths of more U.S. citizens than any other foreign terrorist organization.” This was news indeed. A check with a State Department spokesperson confirmed that the “deaths of more U.S. citizens than any other foreign terrorist organization” claim was in reference to the following incidents: “Hezbollah is responsible for multiple large scale terrorist attacks, including the 1983 suicide truck bombings of the U.S. Embassy and U.S. Marine barracks in Beirut; the 1984 attack on the U.S. Embassy annex in Beirut; and the 1985 hijacking of TWA flight 847, during which U.S. Navy diver Robert Stethem was murdered,” explained the spokesperson in an email. The 1983 attack on the Beirut barracks took the lives of 241 Americans. The 1983 U.S. embassy bombing killed 17 Americans, and the 1984 attack on the relocated embassy facilities killed two Americans. Hezbollah has officially and consistently denied involvement in these suicide bombings and was not even established as an organization until 1985. Some write off this important discrepancy by arguing that the bombings would have been conducted by one of Hezbollah’s “precursor organizations,” albeit without providing evidence to prove the point. The U.S. secretary of defense at the time of the bombings, Caspar Weinberger, told PBS almost two decades later, in 2001: “We still do not have the actual knowledge of who did the bombing of the Marine barracks at the Beirut Airport… and we certainly didn’t then.”
[bookmark: _Toc533197467][bookmark: _Toc536212633]Secretary of State John Kerry admitted in 2016: Hezbollah is not plotting against us
[bookmark: _Toc7524405]Sharmine Narwani 2017 (commentator and analyst of Mideast geopolitics, based in Beirut) Hezbollah is Not a Threat to America” 3 Nov 2017 https://www.theamericanconservative.com/articles/hezbollah-is-not-a-threat-to-america/ (brackets in original)
“Hezbollah is not plotting against us,” former U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry told a small group of anti-government Syrians on the sidelines of the UN’s General Assembly plenary session a year ago. Kerry’s comments were caught on an audio tape acquired by the New York Times. Asked why the U.S. fights extremist Sunni groups and not Shia ones, he replied:
The reason for [airstrikes against the Sunni Extremists] is because they have basically declared war on us, and are plotting against us, and Hezbollah is not plotting against us— Hezbollah is exclusively focused on Israel, who they’re not attacking now, and on Syria, where they are attacking in support of Assad.
[bookmark: _Toc533197468][bookmark: _Toc536212634]Hezbollah aren’t our friends, but they aren’t much of a threat to America. They’ve got their hands full with other enemies
[bookmark: _Toc7524406]Prof. Daniel Byman 2016 (senior fellow at the Center for Middle East Policy at the Brookings Institution; professor at Georgetown University's School of Foreign Service) 17 Oct 2016 “Is Hezbollah Less Dangerous to the United States?” https://www.lawfareblog.com/hezbollah-less-dangerous-united-states 
We should be under no illusions: Hezbollah remains formidable, and it is no American friend even though it is fighting the Islamic State and other jihadist groups. Hezbollah’s anti-Americanism, however, is tempered by the many other threats the group faces. In a turbulent Middle East, the names on its list of enemies may change in their rankings. But given that the Middle East’s Sunni jihadist problem and sectarian competition show no signs of abating, Hezbollah is likely to have its hands full. And that’s good news for America.
[bookmark: _Toc533197469][bookmark: _Toc536212635]Insignificant threat: Lots of other groups we should worry about before Hezbollah
[bookmark: _Toc7524407]Geoffrey Ramsey 2012. (journalist) 13 Jan 2012 “Hezbollah in Latin America: An Over-Hyped Threat?” https://www.insightcrime.org/news/analysis/hezbollah-in-latin-america-an-over-hyped-threat/ 
It should be noted that Hezbollah’s presence in the region is a definite concern, as the organization has been linked to several terrorist attacks on Jewish communities in Argentina in the early 1990s. But the security threat that Hezbollah poses is often grossly exaggerated. Security analyst James Bosworth has stated this quite well, arguing:
If we’re going to hold hearings on individual non-state groups that are threats in the hemisphere, lets start with Sinaloa, the FARC and the Zetas; work our way through the second tier of Los Rastrojos, PCC, Betran Leyva, etc.; and then maybe after a few days or weeks of hearings we could get to the third tier that includes Hezbollah, the Russian mafia and the Triads.
[bookmark: _Toc533197470][bookmark: _Toc536212636]Hezbollah has evolved significantly – many of them are renouncing violence and turning to legitimate political process
[bookmark: _Toc7524408]Sharmine Narwani 2017 (commentator and analyst of Mideast geopolitics, based in Beirut) Hezbollah is Not a Threat to America” 3 Nov 2017 https://www.theamericanconservative.com/articles/hezbollah-is-not-a-threat-to-america/ (ellipses in original)
Obama’s Deputy National Security Advisor for Homeland Security and Counterterrorism John Brennan introduced a more nuanced image of the group to a Washington think tank audience in 2009:
Hezbollah started out as purely a terrorist organization in the early ’80s and has evolved significantly over time. And now it has members of parliament, in the cabinet; there are lawyers, doctors, others who are part of the Hezbollah organization … And so, quite frankly, I’m pleased to see that a lot of Hezbollah individuals are in fact renouncing that type of terrorism and violence and are trying to participate in the political process in a very legitimate fashion.
[bookmark: _Toc533197471][bookmark: _Toc536212637][bookmark: _Toc533197474]3. Hezbollah’s power is limited because they’re a political party and opposition will develop if they go too far
Analysis: The Affirmative forgets that in addition to having some terrorists, Hezbollah is also a political party with fairly elected seats in Lebanon’s parliament. 
[bookmark: _Toc7524409]Michael Young 2018 (senior editor at the Carnegie Middle East Center ) 8 May 2018 “Lebanon ≠ Hezbollah” http://carnegie-mec.org/diwan/76280?lang=en 
It’s undeniable that this means the party has tremendous leverage in the Lebanese state. Yet the “Hezbollah = Lebanon” mantra fails to consider that Hezbollah has to constantly adapt to change in order to retain its dominance in the system. And the details matter when looking for ways to limit Hezbollah’s margin of maneuver. The party has the means to intimidate, but it also knows that constantly resorting to intimidation will quickly mobilize opposition to its agenda in Lebanon’s sectarian context. That is why its preferred stance is to function within state institutions when it can do so, which also means constantly keeping a lookout for ways that these institutions can somehow be used against the party. 
[bookmark: _Toc533197475][bookmark: _Toc536212638]4. Hezbollah weakening, losing support
[bookmark: _Toc533197476][bookmark: _Toc536212639]Hezbollah is suffering major setbacks. Many Lebanese are turning against it
[bookmark: _Toc7524410]Prof. Daniel Byman 2016 (senior fellow at the Center for Middle East Policy at the Brookings Institution; professor at Georgetown University's School of Foreign Service) 17 Oct 2016 “Is Hezbollah Less Dangerous to the United States?” https://www.lawfareblog.com/hezbollah-less-dangerous-united-states 
But a closer look suggests that Hezbollah is also facing problems on every front. In Lebanon, the group’s effort to portray itself as a champion of all Lebanese against the United States and Israel has suffered major setbacks. It no longer transcends Lebanon’s sectarianism and is now squarely on one side of the region’s communal conflict. Lebanese Shi’a still see the group as its champion, perhaps even more than before given the sectarian nature of the fighting in Syria, but many Lebanese favor the Syrian opposition and see Hezbollah as tyranny’s ally.
[bookmark: _Toc533197477][bookmark: _Toc536212640]Hezbollah under pressure from high casualties and is now under attack by other jihadists
[bookmark: _Toc7524411]Prof. Daniel Byman 2016 (senior fellow at the Center for Middle East Policy at the Brookings Institution; professor at Georgetown University's School of Foreign Service) 17 Oct 2016 “Is Hezbollah Less Dangerous to the United States?” https://www.lawfareblog.com/hezbollah-less-dangerous-united-states 
Hezbollah has tried to portray its war in Syria as part and parcel of its struggle with Israel, but it has largely failed at this. Having lost more than 1,000 fighters in Syria, it is also under pressure from the families of the fallen to justify the sacrifice. Meanwhile, Sunni jihadists have conducted terrorist attacks on Hezbollah neighborhoods, bringing the war to Lebanon itself and shattering the group’s sense of invulnerability.
[bookmark: _Toc533197478][bookmark: _Toc536212641]Arab world has massively turned against Hezbollah
[bookmark: _Toc7524412]Prof. Daniel Byman 2016 (senior fellow at the Center for Middle East Policy at the Brookings Institution; professor at Georgetown University's School of Foreign Service) 17 Oct 2016 “Is Hezbollah Less Dangerous to the United States?” https://www.lawfareblog.com/hezbollah-less-dangerous-united-states 
If Hezbollah’s prestige is suffering at home, it is plummeting in the broader Arab world. In 2006, after Hezbollah forces fought the Israeli army to a draw, polls showed the group’s leader, Hassan Nasrallah, was the most popular man in the Arab world. Egyptian newspapers ran full-page ads comparing him to Gamal Abdel Nasser, the lion of Egyptian nationalism, using the anniversary of Nasser’s defiance of the West during the 1956 Suez Crisis to draw the connection. Today, polls in several Arab countries show that almost 90 percent of their populations disapproves of Hezbollah, a staggering about-face. The Arab League and the Gulf Cooperation Council recently declared Hezbollah a terrorist group, prompting a storm of accusations and counterattacks. Twisting Hezbollah’s name, which translates as the “Party of God,” many Sunni critics have begun referring to it as the “Party of Satan.”
[bookmark: _Toc533197479][bookmark: _Toc536212642]5. War with Israel unlikely
[bookmark: _Toc533197480][bookmark: _Toc536212643]Hezbollah and Israel have mutual fear of massive losses, so peace breaks out
[bookmark: _Toc7524413]Prof. Daniel Byman 2016 (senior fellow at the Center for Middle East Policy at the Brookings Institution; professor at Georgetown University's School of Foreign Service) 17 Oct 2016 “Is Hezbollah Less Dangerous to the United States?” https://www.lawfareblog.com/hezbollah-less-dangerous-united-states 
The border has been mostly quiet since the 2006 war. Ten years of calm is an eternity in the Middle East, and even the last tremendous clash seems more a result of Hezbollah’s miscalculation about where Israel’s redlines were, rather than an actual desire to take on the Israeli military juggernaut. For the last decade, Israel has been preparing for another round with Hezbollah, and the group’s leaders, no fools, rightly fear the destruction Israel threatens to unleash. But Hezbollah’s military skill and rocket forces also give Israel pause: peace holds because of mutual fear, not a lessening of tensions. 
[bookmark: _Toc533197481][bookmark: _Toc536212644]Hezbollah reputation is collapsing and they’re busy fighting other jihadists – bigger threat to them than Israel
[bookmark: _Toc7524414]Prof. Daniel Byman 2016 (senior fellow at the Center for Middle East Policy at the Brookings Institution; professor at Georgetown University's School of Foreign Service) 17 Oct 2016 “Is Hezbollah Less Dangerous to the United States?” https://www.lawfareblog.com/hezbollah-less-dangerous-united-states 
Hezbollah’s reputation is collapsing because of its prominent role in the Syria conflict. Most of the Arab world is Sunni, and many governments are responding to popular concern for their coreligionists and their own hostility to Hezbollah’s backer Iran, which presents itself as a champion of the region’s Shi’a Muslims. Hezbollah is particularly hated by the region’s Sunni jihadists, whose forces have clashed repeatedly with Hezbollah in Syria and regularly threaten dire consequences against the group. The enmity is fully reciprocated. Nasrallah recently declared the jihadists a more difficult problem than even Israel.
[bookmark: _Toc533197482][bookmark: _Toc536212645]6. Hezbollah is net beneficial in Lebanon
[bookmark: _Toc533197483][bookmark: _Toc536212646]Hezbollah is the only one capable of fighting ISIS and the only one helping poor Lebanese citizens
[bookmark: _Toc7524415]Andre Vitchek 2016 (journalist) 8 Apr 2016 “Lebanon is being forced to collapse” https://www.rt.com/op-ed/338899-lebanon-isis-security-collapse-west/ 
What seems to irritate them the most, though, is that Hezbollah (an organization that is placed by many Western countries and their allies in the Arab world on the “terrorist list”) is at least to some extent allowed to participate in running the country. But Hezbollah appears to be the only military force capable of effectively fighting against ISIS - in the northeast of the country, on the border with Syria, and elsewhere. It is also the only organization providing a reliable social net to those hundreds of thousands of poor Lebanese citizens. In this nation deeply divided along sectarian lines, it extends its hand to the ‘others’, forging coalitions with both Muslim and Christian parties and movements.
[bookmark: _Toc536212647]SOLVENCY
[bookmark: _Toc536212648]1. Not solving the main sponsor, Iran. Status Quo already sanctions Iran, so plan adds little or no additional solvency 
[bookmark: _Toc536212649]Bank sanctions won’t matter: Hezbollah is funded directly by Iran, not through banks
[bookmark: _Toc7524416]Agence France Presse 2016. (French news agency) “Hezbollah brushes off US sanctions, says money comes via Iran ” 24 June 2016 http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/afp/2016/06/lebanon-hezbollah-banks.html#ixzz5dfa4gwV6   
[bookmark: _Toc533197488]Hezbollah chief Hassan Nasrallah on Friday said his group would not be affected by fresh US sanctions because it receives its money directly from Iran, not via Lebanese banks. In a speech broadcast by the Shiite party's Al-Manar station, Nasrallah brushed off assertions that Hezbollah would be hurt by US sanctions on Lebanese financial institutions that work with the group. "We do not have any business projects or investments via banks," Nasrallah said, insisting the group "will not be affected."
[bookmark: _Toc536212650]Hezbollah is funded by Iran - $700 million/year
[bookmark: _Toc7524417]Joyce Karam 2018 (journalist) 5 June 2018 Iran pays Hezbollah $700 million a year, US official says https://www.thenational.ae/world/the-americas/iran-pays-hezbollah-700-million-a-year-us-official-says-1.737347 (brackets in original)
The US under-secretary said: “Iran provides upwards of $700 million a year to Hezbollah.” That figure is more than triple the $200m previously estimated by the US before Hezbollah’s became embroiled in the Syrian civil war. Hanin Ghaddar, a fellow at the Washington Institute for Near East Policy, told The National that the new figure is significant because it represents the “first time a US official pins down such a number.” The expert tied the large increase in Iran's budget to Hezbollah, directly to its regional mission, and not its Lebanese activities. “Funding for Hezbollah’s social services network [in Lebanon] has decreased over the past 6 years, as the budget for its regional operations kept climbing up” Ms Ghaddar said.
[bookmark: _Toc536212651]We’re already sanctioning the daylights out of Iran. 
[bookmark: _Toc535610878][bookmark: _Toc7524418]NEW YORK TIMES 2018. (journalist Rick Gladstone) “Iran Sanctions Explained: U.S. Goals, and the View from Tehran” 5 November 2018 https://www.nytimes.com/2018/11/05/world/middleeast/iran-sanctions-explained.html 
The Trump administration called it the biggest sanctions action the United States had ever undertaken against Iran. Iran’s president called it an act of “economic war” and said his country would win. The package of severe economic penalties imposed against Iran on Monday by the United States is the most significant part of President Trump’s decision last May to abandon the Iranian nuclear agreement of 2015, which he has described as a disaster. The penalties include some gaping exceptions that could undermine their impact, among them: Iran’s biggest petroleum customers, like China and India, will not be penalized, at least for six months. Nonetheless, Iran’s oil, shipping and banking industries could take a significant hit and its weakened currency could plunge further under the sanctions, which Mr. Trump has said are intended to stop what he considers Iran’s unacceptable actions in the Middle East.
[bookmark: _Toc536212652]New sanctions were put on Iran in 2018
[bookmark: _Toc535610879][bookmark: _Toc7524419]WASHINGTON POST 2018. (journalist Missy Ryan) 8 Nov 2018 “Trump administration considers naming Yemen’s Houthi rebels a terrorist group” https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/trump-administration-could-name-houthi-rebels-a-terrorist-group/2018/11/08/4d007bf4-e35b-11e8-b759-3d88a5ce9e19_story.html?noredirect=on&utm_term=.fef0e428f04d 
In recent months, Pompeo and national security adviser John Bolton have outlined a more muscular policy on Iran designed to halt its support for proxy groups across the region. This month, the administration renewed energy and other sanctions that were lifted under the 2015 nuclear deal with Iran, from which President Trump withdrew the United States this year. U.S. officials say Iran has provided advanced military technology to the Houthis but has closer ties to other organizations, such as Lebanese Hezbollah.
[bookmark: _Toc536212653]2. Sanctions – already tried and failed
[bookmark: _Toc536212654]Case Study: “Section 311” banking sanctions were applied to Lebanese Canadian Bank in 2011… But their bad guys kept right on funding Hezbollah
[bookmark: _Toc7524420]US Dept of the Treasury 2018. “Treasury Targets Key Hizballah Financing Network and Iranian Conduit” 17 May 2018 https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm0388 
Mohammad Ibrahim Bazzi (Bazzi) was designated for assisting in, sponsoring, or providing financial, material, or technological support for, or financial or other services to or in support of, Hizballah. Bazzi, who operates or transacts in or through Belgium, Lebanon, Iraq, and several countries in West Africa, is a key Hizballah financier who has provided Hizballah financial assistance for many years and has provided millions of dollars to Hizballah generated from his business activities. Bazzi maintains ties to Hizballah financiers Adham Tabaja (Tabaja) and Ali Youssef Charara (Charara), whom OFAC designated as SDGTs for providing material support to Hizballah on June 10, 2015 and January 7, 2016, respectively. Between 2009 and 2010, Abdallah Safi-Al-Din, also designated today, and Bazzi worked with the Central Bank of Iran to expand banking access between Iran and Lebanon. Abdallah Safi-Al-Din was previously identified by Treasury’s Financial Crimes Enforcement Network (FinCEN) as being involved in Iranian officials’ access to former Lebanese Canadian Bank (LCB), which FinCEN identified on February 10, 2011 as a financial institution of primary money laundering concern under Section 311 of the USA PATRIOT Act for the bank’s role in facilitating the money laundering activities of an international narcotics trafficking and money laundering network. 

[bookmark: _Toc536212655]Barakat family in the TBA was sanctioned but continues their business unimpeded
EMANUELE OTTOLENGHI 2018. (senior fellow at the Foundation for Defense of Democracies) 31 Aug 2018 Tri-Border Area Governments Take Action Against Hezbollah Networks https://www.fdd.org/analysis/2018/08/31/tri-border-area-governments-take-action-against-hezbollah-networks/ 
According to publicly available data from Brazil’s tax authorities, Assad Ahmad Barakat is currently a business partner in two companies in Foz do Iguacu, on the Brazilian side of the TBA, one of them with his brother Hamza, who is a partner in five other companies. Brazil continues to be a base of operations for the Barakats despite U.S. sanctions and the Barakats’ frequent run-ins with the law. Assad was arrested in Brazil in 2003 and extradited to Paraguay for tax evasion; Hamze was arrested for fraud in Brazil in 2013 but released shortly after. Nonetheless, the Barakats have continued to conduct their business unimpeded, exploiting the structural weaknesses across the three jurisdictions to their own advantage.
[bookmark: _Toc536212656]3. Tri-Border Countries won’t help
[bookmark: _Toc536212657]Argentina and Paraguay have weak laws, and Brazil doesn’t even recognize Hezbollah as a terrorist group
[bookmark: _Toc7524422]Dr. Alma Keshavarz 2015. (PhD in Political Science at Claremont Graduate University. Non-resident Fellow in Terrorism and Security Studies at TRENDS Research & Advisory) ethical disclosure: The article is undated but references material published in 2015. Iran and Hezbollah in the Tri-Border Areas of Latin America: A Look at the “Old TBA” and the “New TBA”, SMALL WARS JOURNAL https://smallwarsjournal.com/jrnl/art/iran-and-hezbollah-in-the-tri-border-areas-of-latin-america-a-look-at-the-%E2%80%9Cold-tba%E2%80%9D-and-the 
Weak anti-terrorism laws for money laundering in Argentina and Paraguay have allowed this sort of activity to go unnoticed. Most strikingly, Brazil does not have any kind of anti-terrorism laws that would help combat the illicit activities in the country related to Hezbollah and Iran, nor does the country recognize Hezbollah as a terrorist organization.
[bookmark: _Toc536212658]Lack of commitment and cooperation among TBA countries. They don’t think it’s a big deal and won’t prioritize it
[bookmark: _Toc7524423]A.F. Trevisi 2013 (research assistant with International Institute for Counter-Terrorism) October 2013 “ASSESSING THE TERRORIST THREAT IN THE TRI-BORDER AREA OF BRAZIL, PARAGUAY AND ARGENTIA” https://www.ict.org.il/UserFiles/Trevisi%202013.pdf 
First, there is a lack of extensive commitment and cooperation amongst the three TBA countries. There is a gap between government intentions and the political will or ability to act. Public government support of global counterterrorism efforts doesn’t necessarily translate into domestic improvement of financial controls, of the prevention of contraband, or of the policing of borders. In South America, the trafficking of arms and drugs, or social problems such as poverty and unemployment, are frequently placed before terrorism.
[bookmark: _Toc536212659]4. Not solving the real South American problem – Bolivia
[bookmark: _Toc536212660]Bolivia is the most important to Iran / Hezbollah efforts in South America
[bookmark: _Toc7524424]Dr. Alma Keshavarz 2015. (PhD in Political Science at Claremont Graduate University. Non-resident Fellow in Terrorism and Security Studies at TRENDS Research & Advisory) ethical disclosure: The article is undated, but references material published in 2015. Iran and Hezbollah in the Tri-Border Areas of Latin America: A Look at the “Old TBA” and the “New TBA”, SMALL WARS JOURNAL https://smallwarsjournal.com/jrnl/art/iran-and-hezbollah-in-the-tri-border-areas-of-latin-america-a-look-at-the-%E2%80%9Cold-tba%E2%80%9D-and-the 
According to a 2013 report, Bolivia ranks as the third largest producer of cocaine in the world, behind Colombia in second and Peru in first. Drug smuggling in the country has steadily increased, as have Hezbollah and Iranian activity. Bolivia has proven to be the most important country to Iran and Hezbollah in Latin America since the death of Chávez. Though Venezuela is still an important partner, Bolivia is strategically more important. The country has quickly emerged as the premier location by which to expand influence throughout Latin America. “There are no fewer than 145 accredited Iranian diplomats living in the Andean nation,” as well as a strong Iranian military presence.
[bookmark: _Toc536212661]Bolivia is the new base of operations
[bookmark: _Toc7524425]Dr. Alma Keshavarz 2015. (PhD in Political Science at Claremont Graduate University. Non-resident Fellow in Terrorism and Security Studies at TRENDS Research & Advisory) ethical disclosure: The article is undated, but references material published in 2015. Iran and Hezbollah in the Tri-Border Areas of Latin America: A Look at the “Old TBA” and the “New TBA”, SMALL WARS JOURNAL https://smallwarsjournal.com/jrnl/art/iran-and-hezbollah-in-the-tri-border-areas-of-latin-america-a-look-at-the-%E2%80%9Cold-tba%E2%80%9D-and-the 
 Iran has successfully infiltrated Bolivia with a steady military presence as well as its observer nation status in ALBA. Iranian defense minister, Ahmed Vahidi, a controversial figure due to his involvement with the 1994 Buenos Aires attack, attended the school’s inauguration. With the number of Iranian diplomats and a sizeable number of military personnel, the country has been rather welcoming not surprisingly due to the more recent anti-capitalist rhetoric. This kind of support also benefits Hezbollah. Members of the organization can freely move around in the country with Iranian counterparts, and use Bolivia as a base of operations.
[bookmark: _Toc536212662]5. Stricter enforcement and security cooperation have already been tried and failed – twice
[bookmark: _Toc536212663]First Failure: The TBA countries 1996 plan. Failed due to government corruption and inadequate resources
[bookmark: _Toc7524426]Dr. Alma Keshavarz 2015. (PhD in Political Science at Claremont Graduate University. Non-resident Fellow in Terrorism and Security Studies at TRENDS Research & Advisory) ethical disclosure: The article is undated, but references material published in 2015. Iran and Hezbollah in the Tri-Border Areas of Latin America: A Look at the “Old TBA” and the “New TBA”, SMALL WARS JOURNAL https://smallwarsjournal.com/jrnl/art/iran-and-hezbollah-in-the-tri-border-areas-of-latin-america-a-look-at-the-%E2%80%9Cold-tba%E2%80%9D-and-the 
Even though the three countries that comprise the original TBA established a “Tripartite Command of the Tri-Border” in 1996 to combat terrorism, smuggling and money laundering by extremist organizations, it has been much to the dismay of those who wanted it to succeed. Government corruption, the lack of proper law enforcement training and resources, and an inadequate justice system have proven the task force to be rather ineffective.
[bookmark: _Toc536212664]Second Failure: The “3+1” plan in 2002. It helped some, but then Hezbollah extended to the “new TBA” (Peru, Bolivia, Chile) 
[bookmark: _Toc7524427]Dr. Alma Keshavarz 2015. (PhD in Political Science at Claremont Graduate University. Non-resident Fellow in Terrorism and Security Studies at TRENDS Research & Advisory) ethical disclosure: The article is undated, but references material published in 2015. Iran and Hezbollah in the Tri-Border Areas of Latin America: A Look at the “Old TBA” and the “New TBA”, SMALL WARS JOURNAL https://smallwarsjournal.com/jrnl/art/iran-and-hezbollah-in-the-tri-border-areas-of-latin-america-a-look-at-the-%E2%80%9Cold-tba%E2%80%9D-and-the 
 A later attempt in 2002, the triple frontier states joined the U.S. in what was called the “3+1 group,” established to enforce greater security in the region, curtail illicit activity particularly between Hezbollah and narco-traffickers, and to ultimately strengthen Paraguay’s judicial system to uphold the rule of law in the country. Although the increased monitoring has helped curb some of the illicit activity, Iranian and Hezbollah operatives have extended their network to other parts of the region into the new TBA.


[bookmark: _Toc536212665]6. Can’t solve the “New TBA” (Bolivia, Peru, Chile)
[bookmark: _Toc536212666]Cross-apply last card on Solvency 5 – Under pressure in the old TBA, Hezbollah can move to “new TBA”
This process has already begun
[bookmark: _Toc536212667]“New TBA” won’t cooperate with us: They hate America and embrace Hezbollah
[bookmark: _Toc7524428]Dr. Alma Keshavarz 2015. (PhD in Political Science at Claremont Graduate University. Non-resident Fellow in Terrorism and Security Studies at TRENDS Research & Advisory) ethical disclosure: The article is undated, but references material published in 2015. Iran and Hezbollah in the Tri-Border Areas of Latin America: A Look at the “Old TBA” and the “New TBA”, SMALL WARS JOURNAL https://smallwarsjournal.com/jrnl/art/iran-and-hezbollah-in-the-tri-border-areas-of-latin-america-a-look-at-the-%E2%80%9Cold-tba%E2%80%9D-and-the 
The aggressive anti-American surge in this new TBA region, particularly among the more poor areas, has embraced the Iranian and Hezbollah presence. Iranian intelligence officers in embassies across the region can also assist Hezbollah operatives with necessary logistical support. Their operatives move freely from one country to the next, protected by corrupted governments and unregulated borders. 
[bookmark: _Toc536212668]Bolivia won’t cooperate – they like Iran and cancelled cooperation with America
[bookmark: _Toc7524429]Dr. Alma Keshavarz 2015. (PhD in Political Science at Claremont Graduate University. Non-resident Fellow in Terrorism and Security Studies at TRENDS Research & Advisory) ethical disclosure: The article is undated, but references material published in 2015. Iran and Hezbollah in the Tri-Border Areas of Latin America: A Look at the “Old TBA” and the “New TBA”, SMALL WARS JOURNAL https://smallwarsjournal.com/jrnl/art/iran-and-hezbollah-in-the-tri-border-areas-of-latin-america-a-look-at-the-%E2%80%9Cold-tba%E2%80%9D-and-the 
When President Evo Morales ousted the United States Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA), which ceased all narco-trafficking cooperation between the two countries, Iran replaced the United States in a new anti-narco trafficking partnership. This symbolically significant deal seemingly benefits Iran and its proxy. The government is generally still quite corrupt, which continues to attract organized crime, but also the difficult terrain contributes to the drug trafficking problem. However, the development of a facility located in Warnes, near Santa Cruz, Bolivia is concerning. Warnes is considered one of the most dangerous places in the Western Hemisphere. The facility, commonly referred to as the regional defense school of the Bolivarian Alliance of the Americas (ALBA), merely poses as a kind of school, but there are no reports of students or people who offer logistical support. Instead, it is a military academy “for asymmetric warfare.” More specifically, the military school is designed “to eradicate any vestiges of U.S. military doctrine in the region.” The structure could not have been established without Iranian support.

[bookmark: _Toc536212669]DISADVANTAGES
[bookmark: _Toc536212670]1. Constitutional rights denied
[bookmark: _Toc536212671]Link: Section 311 violates its targets’ constitutional rights. You’re guilty until proven innocent and you aren’t allowed to prove yourself innocent
[bookmark: _Toc7524430]Kevin G. Hall 2011. (journalist) 10 Feb 2011 “Obama embraces Patriot Act to sanction a Lebanese bank” https://www.mcclatchydc.com/news/nation-world/world/article24611431.html 
Critics of the Patriot Act, such as the New York-based Center for Constitutional Rights, charge that the act and a host of related powers designed to fight terrorists and terror financing violate the presumption of innocence, a basic tenet of U.S. law. "Under the constitution, whenever the government imposes serious constraints on an individual or organization's property it is obliged to tell the entity the basis for its actions and give it an opportunity to defend itself meaningfully. Without that, you have summary process that fails to accord with the constitutional commitment we have long held here," said David Cole, a Georgetown University law professor who's involved in several constitutional challenges to the Patriot Act. Under Section 311, the accused don't get to see, evaluate or challenge the evidence used against them in determining their guilt. Much of the information is classified, making it difficult to challenge in federal court.
[bookmark: _Toc536212672]Impact: We become like terrorists if we abandon ethics while opposing terrorism
[bookmark: _Toc7524431]Dr. Maryann Love 2012 (PhD; associate professor of International Relations in the Department of Politics at the Catholic University of America, in Washington, D.C. She serves on the Council on Foreign Relations's project on Homeland Security) GLOBALIZATION, ETHICS, AND THE WAR ON TERRORISM, Notre Dame Journal of Law, Ethics & Public Policy 1 Jan 2012 (brackets added) https://scholarship.law.nd.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1281&context=ndjlepp 
But as JWT [Just War Theory] testifies, ethics apply even in war. We are still moral beings with ethical responsibilities, even when all options stink. In fighting the war on terrorism, will we become more like our opponents than we would like, and less able to address more long-standing questions of the justice of globalization?
[bookmark: _Toc536212673]2. Anti-American sentiment
[bookmark: _Toc536212674]Link: Claims of big threat in TBA (when the natives don’t see it) leads to anti-American sentiment based on suspicion that there are other motives for US intervention
[bookmark: _Toc7524432]A.F. Trevisi 2013 (research assistant with International Institute for Counter-Terrorism) October 2013 “ASSESSING THE TERRORIST THREAT IN THE TRI-BORDER AREA OF BRAZIL, PARAGUAY AND ARGENTIA” https://www.ict.org.il/UserFiles/Trevisi%202013.pdf 
This collaboration on security issues with the United States and the growing body of American literature outlining the terrorist threat radiating from the TBA, have led to the appearance of texts that put forward a different narrative. They attempt to explain American involvement as one action within a larger strategy that aims to acquire or maintain interests in the region. Brazilian public servants have allegedly pointed out that identifying the TBA as a terrorist hub is simply an argument the Americans are using to conceal their interests in the area. These rationalizations fall in line with the Brazilian government’s official rejection of the claim that terrorists operate in the triple frontier, and can therefore be diffused to further deligitimize this claim. Other accounts go even further, indicating that the United States has used the pretext of combating terrorism in the triple frontier in order to intervene in the region for strategic and economic reasons, including the natural resource richness of the TBA. These reports are interesting because they demonstrate the anti-American sentiment that exists amongst certain locals and their desire for more transparency regarding American involvement. However, they are also a consequence of the gap that exists between official political discourse about terrorist activities in the area and the operational activities that are being undertaken to counter this threat.
[bookmark: _Toc536212675]Link: WTO failure. Anti-American sentiment in Brazil leads to failures of the WTO
[bookmark: _Toc7524433]Marcelo Ballve 2007. (associate editor with the San Francisco-based Pacific News Service and a frequent NACLA contributor. He writes from Buenos Aires about Latin America.) 25 Sept 2007 “A New Wave of Anti-Americanism “ https://nacla.org/article/new-wave-anti-americanism 
In Brazil, using the anti-Americanism of a large part of the Brazilian electorate as a kind of ballast, President Lula is daring to stake out a position for his country as the hemisphere’s principal counterweight to U.S. prestige and power. Brazil’s defiance of the U.S. attempt to control the agenda led to the failure of both the 2003 World Trade Organization (WTO) round of talks in Cancún and the 2004 FTAA negotiations in Miami. 
[bookmark: _Toc536212676]Impact: Hurting WTO hurts Americans. WTO creates economic benefits for American families
[bookmark: _Toc7524434]Business Roundtable 2007. (BRT is an association of chief executive officers of leading U.S. companies) “Understanding Trade” 25 Jan 2007 http://businessroundtable.org/resources/understanding-trade
The benefits of liberalized trade are apparent from our past trade agreements. The North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) and the World Trade Organization (WTO) agreements increased U.S. gross domestic product (GDP) by $40 billion to $60 billion a year. When that is combined with lower prices on imported products, the average American family gained $1,000 to $1,300 a year from these two agreements.

[bookmark: _Toc536212677]Impact: Anti-American sentiment hurts US businesses
[bookmark: _Toc7524435]Marcelo Ballve 2007. (associate editor with the San Francisco-based Pacific News Service and a frequent NACLA contributor. He writes from Buenos Aires about Latin America.) 25 Sept 2007 “A New Wave of Anti-Americanism “ https://nacla.org/article/new-wave-anti-americanism 
Yet even the power of U.S. consumer goods is on the wane in Latin America. A recent survey by consulting firm Research International found that a majority of Latin Americans believe U.S. brands are exploiting people and the environment. A third of those surveyed believed U.S. companies were “big, evil empires with lots of money.” The survey, based on 850 interviews of upscale consumers, found that young people were more likely than not to have negative attitudes toward U.S. brands. The study concluded that a generation of Latin Americans is growing up with a far more negative opinion of U.S. products than their parents, and that those attitudes could begin to have an impact on the profit margin of U.S. companies doing business in the region.
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Meanwhile, cases have been made that in addition to fundraising and moncy
laundering, terrorist groups have established cells in the TBA and have used the
region for plotting attacks. Consequently, both regional and international security
forces have closely followed developments in the triple frontier, tracking terrorist
suspects and monitoring the Arab Muslim local communities. Officials have
expressed concern about a wide range of activities, including terrorist recruitment
operations, the spreading of anti-American and anti-sracli propaganda, and the
smuggling of weapons and drugs, all of which have been cited as factors that
undermine American national security.”’ However, these concerns about the degree of
activity and influence of terrorist groups in the region have also been considered as
exaggerated. Most significantly, counterterrorism coordinators, American policy-
makers, and local government authorities repeatedly reaffirmed that no operational
cells of al Qaeda or Hezbollah have been found in the American continent.’ They
claimed that there is a lack of concrete evidence to establish the current presence of

cells in the region.




