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Directions: Work through the source material in this download to help you understand this week’s selection of apologetics prompts. This release addresses approximately 5% of the total number of prompts you will need to be prepared for in your next tournament, so keep up the studying from week to week to ensure your knowledge in Apologetics. This week’s prompts are:
Analyze and respond to the following statement, “It doesn’t matter what you believe as long as you are sincere.” —Anonymous
Analyze and respond to the statement, “Faith is the great cop-out, the great excuse to evade the need to think and evaluate evidence.” –Dawkins
Analyze and respond to the statement, “I believe I will go to heaven because I have lived a pretty good life.” –Anonymous
Analyze and respond to the statement, “It is arrogant to claim to know the truth.” –Anonymous
Analyze and respond the statement, “I don’t want to be saved because I would need to give up the things I enjoy.” –Anonymous
Analyze and respond to the statement, “I am not sure I want to be a Christian, as Christians are hypocritical, intolerant and judgmental.”
Analyze and respond to the statement, “I don’t need to go to church. I can worship God wherever I am.” –Anonymous

One-hundred apologetics prompts are released by NCFCA for Season 20. Monument Members are encouraged to make the habit of studying our releases loyally throughout the year to be most prepared for tournament season. The most current hyperlinks are updated through the membership website at https://monumentmembers.com/content/speech/apologetics. Worksheets are available, too, on this page to help guide your study.
Apologetics is a limited-prep event where students study 100 questions provided by participating leagues. In competition, you are given 4 minutes to prepare for a 6-minute impromptu speech. This download covers a handful of selections in depth, providing Bible verses, quotes, citations, and analysis from an Apologetics champion.

[bookmark: _Toc314822858][bookmark: _Toc377039051][bookmark: _Toc273725706]Analyze: Sincerity and Belief	by Luis Garcia
[bookmark: _Toc314822859][bookmark: _Toc12374303]Analyze and respond to the following statement, “It doesn’t matter what you believe as long as you are sincere.” —Anonymous
[bookmark: _Toc264443305][bookmark: _Toc298847568]Bible Verses
Deuteronomy 4:39-40; 30:19
Isaiah 1:18-20; 45:22
Matthew 7:13-14; 24
John 8:24; 14:6; 18:37-38
Acts 4:12
Hebrews 4:12-13
2 Peter 3:1-9
Revelation 20:11-15
[bookmark: _Toc264443306][bookmark: _Toc298847569]Quotations
“A lot of people say that whatever you believe about God is fine, so long as you are sincere. But that is comparable to describing your friend in one instance as a three-hundred-pound sumo wrestler and in another as a five-foot-two, ninety-pound gymnast. No matter how sincere you are in your explanations, both descriptions of your friend simply cannot be true.” –Francis Chan, Crazy Love
 “Fallacies do not cease to be fallacies because they become fashions.” –G.K. Chesterton
 “The kindred opinion that is that it signifies little what a man believes; look to his practice…is founded altogether on that grossly fallacious assumption, that a man’s opinions will not influence his practice.” –William Wilberforce
[bookmark: _Toc264443307][bookmark: _Toc298847570]Commentary
The background worldview to this contention is of Post-modernistic thought. It teaches a subjective and plural nature to concept of truth. Therefore, your goal in addressing this is to show how if you speak of truth, truth, as Ravi Zacharias points out, excludes anything that is in opposition. Moreover, if truth is degraded to plurality and subjectivity, it then becomes opinion. 
Consider this. If every belief system is true (warranted by sincerity) and each system possesses their own “god” (or some kind of authority), the systems will all contradict differing on views and morals. A moral chaos and anarchy can emerge as truth comes down to what is most popularly believed. How can truth have such a self-contradictory nature? How can truth be so opaque and difficult to decipher? Because it is based on the shifting sands of the world and not the Solid Rock of Jesus Christ.
[bookmark: _Toc516579147][bookmark: _Toc186959868][bookmark: _Toc229016479][bookmark: _Toc269046740][bookmark: _Toc263264402][bookmark: _Toc173397808]Analysis: Faith	by Luis Garcia
[bookmark: _Toc12374304]Analyze and respond to the statement, “Faith is the great cop-out, the great excuse to evade the need to think and evaluate evidence.” –Dawkins
Bible Verses
Psalm 14; 53
Matthew 7:13-14
Mark 13:10-17 (Quoting Isaiah 6:9-10)
John 3:1-21; 14:6
Acts 26:12-18
Romans 1
1 Corinthians 2
Hebrews 11
1 Peter 3:15-16
Recommendations
Choosing Your Faith by Mark Mittelberg (Highly Recommend! It correlates perfectly with the statement.)
Commentary
What is humorous of Dawkins's statement is that he believes in such a claim. Belief equals faith. Therefore, he is having faith that faith is the great cop-out, the great excuse to evade the need to think and evaluate evidence. It simply does not make sense. It is of the same reasoning that states how truth is relative or pluralistic. By definition and application it cannot be. Faith is belief. You cannot make a belief that cancels out faith because faith is always included in any belief system. (Hence the word, "belief.") Such analysis should found your evaluation of this statement and begin to springboard you into your response. 
The way I would build my card and answer this statement would be as follows:
· Analysis of Dawkins's Statement and Belief. I would begin to analyze to what he alluding to here and what are his personal beliefs. Background knowledge and evaluation of the authors of statement can bring depth to your speech as well as making it well rounded.
· Is Faith really the great cop-out? Here is where I would use the above logic and begin unearthing the essentiality of knowing what you believe and why, emphasizing the eternal and fatal consequences.
· Where does the evidence point to? Lastly, you want to build the case of Christianity. The evidence clearly points to a God that created everything, man being inherently sinful in desperate need of hope, and that hope is a living Hope found in Jesus Christ.

[bookmark: _Toc186733075][bookmark: _Toc186959869][bookmark: _Toc229016480][bookmark: _Toc269046741]Analysis: Good Life	by Luis Garcia
[bookmark: _Toc12374305]Analyze and respond to the statement, “I believe I will go to heaven because I have lived a pretty good life.” –Anonymous
Bible Verses
John 14 and Jesus’ parables
Quotations
“We don’t drift in good directions. We discipline and prioritize ourselves there.” –Andy Stanley
“If you do good, you must not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, you must be quite unconscious of it. Otherwise you are simply displaying your own virtue, and not that which has its source in Jesus Christ.” –Dietrich Bonhoeffer
“If we muster all the human heroism and try to become a ‘good person,’ we only have a self-made, faltering form of goodness that can never stand against the stunning righteousness of Jesus Christ.” –Leslie Ludy
“Part of me would like to believe that going to church on Sunday and reading my Bible every once in a while is enough to dupe Jesus into mumbling those words[“well done, my good and faithful servant”] in my general direction when I enter heaven.” –Mike Yankoski
“Christianity recognizes no innocence or goodness of heart, but in the remission of sin, and in the effects of the operations of divine grace.” –William Wilberforce
“The worst thing we can teach people is that they’re good without Jesus.” –Randy Alcorn
Commentary
There’s an amusing story within C.S. Lewis’ book The Magician’s Nephew about someone who thought he’d lived a good life. When caught in the darkness of an empty world, the cabbie says to the others, “There’s nothing to be afraid of if you’ve lived a decent life.” After this point, there is a great revealing of beauty as the world is created. The Cabbie then says, “I’d have been a better man all my life if I’d known there wer things like this.” The clear message here is that if we could truly grasp the great holiness of God, we wouldn’t ever say that we’ve “lived a pretty good life,” because merely pretty good is quite a terrible life compared to righteousness. When comparing this to the belief of heaven, there’s the note to be made that living a life that is less than righteous but merely “pretty good” will not gain a seat in the house of God. See, God despises mediocrity and lukewarmness, and the people who want to go on with their regular lives with some good deeds mixed on are not truly dedicated to their faith. Following Christ means not just being hypothetically willing to die for Christ, but surrendering all personal life ambitions for the sake of what He commands.

[bookmark: _Toc186733076][bookmark: _Toc186959870][bookmark: _Toc229016481][bookmark: _Toc269046742]Analysis: Truth	by Luis Garcia
[bookmark: _Toc12374306]Analyze and respond to the statement, “It is arrogant to claim to know the truth.” –Anonymous
Bible Verses
John 14
Quotations
“I’d rather have the truth than something insincere.” –Matthew Thiessen
“Sometimes truth is so painful we would rather run than embrace it.” –Andy Stanley
“Many people...do not want absolutes in doctrine and ethics, simply because absolute truths and standards demand absolute acceptance and obedience.” –John MacArthur
“The truth is incontrovertible, malice may attack it, ignorance may deride it, but in the end; there it is.” – Winston Churchill
“When we offend everybody, it’s because we’ve taken on the truth mantle without grace. When we offend nobody, it’s because we’ve watered down truth in the name of grace…The world’s low standards, its disregard for truth, are not grace. The illusory freedom, however, feels like grace to someone who’s been pounded with graceless truth.” –Randy Alcorn
 “Truth by definition is exclusive. If truth were all-inclusive, nothing would be false. And if nothing were false, what would be the meaning of true? Furthermore, if nothing were false, would it be true to say that everything is false?” –Ravi Zacharias
 “It gives you real respect for the truth when you have to help clean up lives that have been based on a lie.” –Frank Peretti, This Present Darkness
“We have reversed Jesus’ order. We have made truth relative and culture supreme and have been left in a world in which wickedness reigns.” –Ravi Zacharias
Commentary
My first thought when reading this statement was to ask, “Is that a true statement?” Ignoring the obvious contradiction of this quotation lets us into the heart of the speaker. Even if there is something illogical about the way an argument is placed, when someone accuses us of being arrogant, we ought to pause. Arrogance is a severe problem, because Jesus said that those who are to be the greatest must be humble, the servants of the others. For this reason, take this quotation with the realization that perhaps it is not arrogant to claim to know the truth, but that those who claim to know the truth are often arrogant.

[bookmark: _Toc186733077][bookmark: _Toc186959871][bookmark: _Toc229016482][bookmark: _Toc269046743]Analysis: Want to Be Saved	by Luis Garcia
[bookmark: _Toc12374307]Analyze and respond the statement, “I don’t want to be saved because I would need to give up the things I enjoy.” –Anonymous
Bible Verses
Matthew 13:44
Luke 6:23, 10:17, 
John 15:11, 16:20
Acts 2:28
2 Corinthians 7:4
Galatians 5:22
1 Thessalonians 2:19
1 Peter 4:13
Quotations
[bookmark: _GoBack]“God was so precious to my soul that the world with all its enjoyments appeared vile. I had no more value for the favor of men than for pebbles.” –David Brainerd
“Life is really to enjoy – to have fun and laugh a lot. If we’re not enjoying our life, something isn’t right. Forget your adverse circumstances. God’s greater than what’s going on around you. Lean on Him. You will make it through.” –Shaun Alexander
Recommendations
The Christian’s Secret of a Happy Life by Hannah Whitall Smith
Commentary
The idea that becoming saved means that one must refrain from the things that are truly enjoyable in life is a giant lie. God is good, and good gifts come from God. Today, unfortunately, Christians are known for the things they refrain from participating in instead of the things they create. It’s like we’re so afraid of contributing to the apparent evils of art that we don’t allow ourselves to participate in creating beauty. The reality is this: the devil cannot create. The only thing the prince of this world can do to win our favor is to twist, to manipulate the creation of God. Satan did not creat the tree of the knowledge of good—it was only twisted by deception to seem desirable. Every other tree in the garden somehow wasn’t enough to satisfy Adam and Eve once the temptation had come. Know that God gives good gifts, and that there is joy in a life lived for God, participating in plans that are bigger than those we can predict. 

[bookmark: _Toc314822875]Analyze: Christian Hypocrisy	by Zack Seals
[bookmark: _Toc314822876][bookmark: _Toc12374308]Analyze and respond to the statement, “I am not sure I want to be a Christian, as Christians are hypocritical, intolerant and judgmental.”
Bible Verses
Luke 6:46-49 (Hypocrisy was one of Jesus’s most common condemnations of the Pharisees) 
James 1:22-27 (We are called to be doers of the Word!)
Romans 2:21-24 (Bad Christian testimony blasphemes God’s name before an unbelieving world)
2 Corinthians 13:5 (Christians cannot live unexamined lives)
2 Peter 1:10 (Examine yourself as a Christian)
Galatians 5:16-25 (Christians are in a battle against their flesh!)
1 John 3:9 (Christian’s will not make a habit of sinning)
More Scriptures: Matthew 6:1-18; 7:1-8; 15:1-20; 23; Mark 7:1-23; 12:38-39; Luke 20:45-47; 12:1-3; 18:9-14
Quotations
“It is a sad thing to be Christians at a supper, heathens in our shops, and devils in our closets.” – Stephen Charnock, Puritan
 “Religion which is begun in hypocrisy will certainly end in apostasy.” – William Spurstowe, Puritan
 “It is a terribly easy matter to be a minister of the gospel and a vile hypocrite at the same time.” – C. H. Spurgeon, 19th century preacher (Consider the requirements of an apologist to be a “minister of the gospel”)
 “I’ll believe in the Redeemer when the Christians look a little more redeemed.” – Frederick Nietzsche, German Philosopher
“It is no disgrace to Christianity, it is no disgrace to any great religion, that its counsels of perfection have not made every single person perfect. If after centuries a disparity is still found between its ideal and its followers, it only means that the religion still maintains the ideal, and the followers still need it.” - G.K. Chesterton, Buddhism and Christianity
Commentary 
This statement is not only a straightforward one, but could accurately be called the number one existential argument against Christianity. That is to say while many may claim there are logical problems or philosophical difficulties with Christianity this statement gets more to the heart of the matter. Christians aren’t living what they’re teaching. There are two recommendations on what to needs to be addressed in this speech. 
First, it’s important to briefly point out, whether in your first point or sometime in your introduction, that hypocrisy alone is not a reason to reject a system. It can be coupled with a number of other arguments to make a cumulative case more persuasive, and is often done so for the emotional draw, but if made on its own (as in the above statement) it’s not a reason per se to reject an argument. If an argument is made based off of hypocrisy alone it turns into what is logically called a “tu quoque (which the Latin phrase for appeal to hypocrisy) and is fallacious. For example, you may hear an argument from a certain person that it is bad for your health to smoke. After considering what they said you later find out that the very same person who informed you of this also smokes. Do you now have a reason to reject his argument and keep on smoking? Of course not! His hypocrisy does nothing to affect the rationality of his argument that smoking is bad it simply makes it less persuasive. Therefore, it can be said that on a strictly logical basis this can’t be said to be a reason to reject Christianity and that should be pointed out as briefly as possible.  
The reason the above, although important, should be addressed as quickly as possible because most people aren’t intending to use it as a logical argument. Once it’s shown that it can’t be a logical argument, you can address the real difficulty–why it is such problematic existential argument. It goes like this: if Christians don’t practice what they preach, then why should anyone conform their own lives to Christianity’s standards? Christians spend a lot of time saying it has a more “moral” standard that is “better” then the world’s, but then they go and act just like everyone else. If they aren’t going to live according to their own standard, then why should anyone else? 
You must begin with recognizing the problem. Being honest enough to admit not only that Christians sin as well but that you as a person make mistakes daily is the first step in not only establishing credibility but demonstrating that you really care about the issue and don’t want to give canned answers to difficult questions. Start with sharing some of the verses that were provided above on how this problem of “Christian hypocrites” isn’t a new one but goes all the way back to the first century. Both Jesus and Paul address the issue by calling it out and commanding believers to cease their worldly attitudes.
Additionally, it needs to be pointed out that while Christians and the rest of the world are similar in that they both sin the differences is that they both view that sin differently! The world rejoices in its sin and encourages others to do so. An appropriate Christian response is one of guilt which leads to repentance and an acceptance of the incredible forgiveness that is found in Christ. Yes, Christian’s sin, but one who is truly following after God’s call to be like Christ will do everything possible to not have a life characterized by sin. A Christian, though they make mistakes just like everyone else, is called to habitually change that lifestyle. The letter of 1 John discusses this topic heavily. In fact, the Bible even describes these decisions as a constant battle between our flesh and our spirit which is one we fight daily. Galatians 5:16-25 makes this clear. 
Finally, after showing that you honestly recognize the problem and will handle it differently, explain how you plan to make a change. No assessment of a difficulty is complete without providing the solution and that is only found in Christ. Isaiah 1:16-17 says, “Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; remove the evil of your deeds from before my eyes; cease to do evil, learn to do good; seek justice, correct oppression; bring justice to the fatherless, plead the widow’s cause.” How is this possible? What could possibly be strong enough to give us the ability to change our habits and ways of life and turn towards a truly holy way of living? Christ and His resurrection. What better way to finish a speech but by explaining the way to overcome our hypocrisy and turn back to what we are truly called to be?
“But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” (1 Cor. 15:57)
[bookmark: _Toc186733079][bookmark: _Toc186959873][bookmark: _Toc229016484][bookmark: _Toc269046745]Analysis: Go to Church	by Luis Garcia
[bookmark: _Toc12374309]Analyze and respond to the statement, “I don’t need to go to church. I can worship God wherever I am.” –Anonymous
Quotations
“Wherever Christians live together, conversing and dealing with one another, there is the Church, there they are in Christ.” –Dietrich Bonhoeffer
“It’s to our shame many folks looking for hope find more grace at the local bar than the local church.” –Jon Foreman
“We don’t go to church, we are the church. So many problems that show up on the church steps, or in the pews, or between congregations seem to start with misunderstandings about that. The church isn’t a physical building or a doctrinal statement or a perfectly produced program. It is us – we are the living expression of Christ’s presence in the world, His body. The sooner we realize that, the sooner we’ll be able to be the healing body of Christ to our sin-sick world.” –Mike Yankoski
“Jesus, who had a reputation for investing time with sinners, would preach five sermons against self-righteous churches for every one against taverns!” –Randy Alcorn
“Churches are essentially schools. They look like schools with lecture halls, classrooms, cafeterias and each new church program is basically a teaching program…but Jesus did not charge educators with the great commission, he chose laborers. And those laborers took the gospel and created Christian communities that worked, that did things and met in homes and were active…The only difference between the church and another educational institution is that nobody ever graduates from the church. We just keep going to school.” –Donald Miller
“In the end, rather than it being Christianity that has failed, could it be that we will be startled to find out it is the church that has failed, and not Christ?” –Ravi Zacharias
“People aren’t coming to church because the flesh is ruling the church, not because Jesus rules the church. When Jesus rules the church, the church expands. Either that, or it gets crucified. One or the two.” –Eric Ludy
Commentary
This quotation is true. In fact, the definition of “worship” has been skewed to mean dressing up for a couple of hours a week and singing songs while pretending to be emotional by churches. The point of worship is in fact to make your body a living sacrifice to God, and every act must be an act of worship, not just a weekly event. However, church attendance can bring accountability, while not being involved with other believers easily pulls someone away from God.
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