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Directions: Work through the source material in this download to help you understand this week’s selection of apologetics prompts. This release addresses approximately 5% of the total number of prompts you will need to be prepared for in your next tournament, so keep up the studying from week to week to ensure your knowledge in Apologetics. This week’s prompts are:
Did a loving God create Hell?
Does God hate the sin but love the sinner?
Why am I here? 
When does human life begin and why does it matter?

One-hundred apologetics prompts are released by NCFCA for Season 20. Monument Members are encouraged to make the habit of studying our releases loyally throughout the year to be most prepared for tournament season. The most current hyperlinks are updated through the membership website at https://monumentmembers.com/content/speech/apologetics. Worksheets are available, too, on this page to help guide your study.
Apologetics is a limited-prep event where students study 100 questions provided by participating leagues. In competition, you are given 4 minutes to prepare for a 6-minute impromptu speech. This download covers a handful of selections in depth, providing Bible verses, quotes, citations, and analysis from an Apologetics champion.


[bookmark: _Toc314822789][bookmark: _Toc377039051][bookmark: _Toc273725706]Question: God Creating Hell	by Luis Garcia
[bookmark: _Toc299107232][bookmark: _Toc314822791]Did a loving God create Hell?
[bookmark: _Toc264443258]Bible Verses
Deuteronomy 32:4
Psalm 5; 7:11; 33:5
Isaiah 14:12-15; 53
Matthew 7:13-14; 25
John 3:14-21
Galatians 6:7-8
Colossians 2:13-14
2 Peter 3:1-9
Revelation 20:11-15
[bookmark: _Toc264443259]Quotations
“The essence of hell is relational…In the Bible, hell is separation or banishment from the most beautiful being in the world – God Himself. It is exclusion from all that matters, from all value, not only from God but also from those who have come to know and love Him…Hell is the final sentence that says you refused regularly to live for the purpose for which you were made, and the only alternative is to sentence you away from eternity. So it is punishment. But it’s also the natural consequence of a life that has been lived in a certain way.” –J. P. Moreland being interviewed by Lee Strobel in his book The Case for Faith
“I feel that if God should smite me now, without hope or offer of mercy, to the lowest hell, I should only have what I justly deserve; and I feel that if I be not punished for my sins, or if there be not some plan found by which my sin can be punished in another, I cannot understand how God can be just at all: how shall he be Judge of all the earth, if he suffer offenses to go unpunished?” –C.H. Spurgeon (Expiation, Sermon 561, Isa. 53:10)
[bookmark: _Toc264443260]Recommendations 
Erasing Hell by Francis Chan and Preston Sprinkle
The Case for Faith by Lee Strobel, Chapter 6
The Great Divorce by C.S. Lewis, Chapter 9 (especially pg. 340)
http://gracequotes.org/topic/hell-justified/
http://carm.org/apologetics/evidence-and-answers/loving-god-would-never-send-anyone-hell 
[bookmark: _Toc264443261]Commentary
The answer to this question dwells on the balance between God’s love and justice, as well as human nature and destiny. Hell is the destiny of the rebellious and wicked. They are sent there by God and they sent themselves there. The books and articles above do an excellent job discussing this issue, and you will find they don’t agree necessarily. I provided that contrast intentionally, as I know it will provoke great meditation and time before the Lord and His Word. Ultimately, lead the topic to show a great flaw in the question. The question makes it seem that this “loving God” makes the destiny of Hell to be the only option. Truly, as Francis Chan stated in a sermon, the crucifixion of Jesus was Him bearing Hell for us to give us a second chance to experience His love, grace and mercy. He is the other option. Broad is the way that leads to destruction. Narrow is the way to righteousness. Responsibility is on the shoulders of men, but God has brought His mercy for all nations.


[bookmark: _Toc464468929]Question: Loving Sinners	by Zack Seals
[bookmark: _Toc464468930]Does God hate the sin but love the sinner?
Bible Verses
God hates sinners: Psalm 5:5-6, Psalm 11:5, Leviticus 20:23, Proverbs 6:16-19, Hosea 9:15, John 3:36
God is love: Psalm 103:8-14; Psalm 118; John 3:16; 1 John 3:16, 4:7-8, 16
How both are displayed: Romans 5:5-11, 2 Corinthians 5:21
Quotations
“The gospel reveals eternal realities about God that we would sometimes rather not face. We prefer to sit back, enjoy our clichés, and picture God as a Father who might help us, all while ignoring God as a Judge who might damn us.” – David Platt, Radical  
Recommendations
Follow Me by David Platt, Chapter 2 
Radical by David Platt, Chapter 2 
“The Scandal of the Gospel,” Sermon by David Platt, preaching on Isaiah 52:13-53:12
Commentary
This is a powerful, yet extremely common statement that is all too frequently assumed to be true without a full examination of important biblical passages. The short answer to the question is both yes and no. Although that isn’t all that can be said, it needs to be clearly explained as a foundational point before the main thesis of the speech is reached. Remember, this question is the perfect gateway to the Gospel and it needs to be powerfully displayed in your presentation. Whether you are in a room in competition or on the street with a random stranger, this question is an excellent way to show the beauty of God’s message of salvation. How does this message of salvation begin? It must start with the nature of who God is. 
There is absolutely no problem with there being “sin” or a “sinner” in any state if there is not an absolutely holy and morally pure God who is just enough to condemn a guilty person. If the “God” being asked about in the question does not possess these qualities then the very definition of “sinner” has been redefined before you even get to an answer. Recognize that the biblical explanation of God’s holy and righteous nature is essential to setting up your answer to the question. A brief review will be helpful. The Bible says that God’s very nature is one that is holy (Leviticus 19:2), and therefore, it cannot look upon any evil (Habakkuk 1:13). The result of having this perfectly holy nature is that He not only always does what is right (Genesis 18:25) but that He is utterly and completely righteous as well (Psalm 7:9).
What then is the consequence of these clear truths? God hates unrighteousness. Therefore, God hates sinners. It is an unwarranted assumption of the question to somehow divide into two categories a “sin” and a “sinner” as if God views them in a separate way. In Romans 7:18 Paul says “For I know that nothing good dwells in me that is my flesh.” It is a fundamental part of human nature to oppose God and therefore it is a necessary component of a sinner to act in accordance with his nature (Romans 8:5-8). Once this close connection is realized, God’s righteous hatred of both the sin and the sinner begins to become clearer. Listen to the perspicuity with which the author of Psalms describes the nature of God. It says in Psalm 5:5-6 that “The boastful shall not stand before your eyes; you hate all evil doers. You destroy those who speak lies; the Lord abhors the bloodthirsty and deceitful man.” Notice the verse does not distinguish between the action of the man and the man itself like the question is asking you to do. The verse says the Lord not only hates evil, but that he also abhors the man committing the evil. This isn’t an isolated occurrence though. Take another example in the book of Leviticus for example. It says in Leviticus 20:23 “And you shall not walk in the customs of the nation that I am driving out before you, for they did all these things, and therefore I detested them” (emphasis mine). Hate, abhor, and detest are the words found to describe the sinner both individually as well as nationally, and this is only after an examination of two verses! In fact, the verses could be multiplied.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Please see the above list of verses provided. Take the time to read each one in its full context as you consider which ones to use in your speech. ] 

We must not end there though, for the clear witness of Scripture is also that God is loving. Indeed, it not only states that God is loving as an action that He does but as a description of the very nature of who God is! 1 John 4:7-8 is startlingly direct when it states the reason we are to love one another is precisely because God is love. John 3:16 undoubtedly shows this love on display. In summary then, the Bible presents us with these two propositions: 
2. God hates sinners, and 
3. God loves sinners. 
How are we to answer this apparent contradiction?
The cross. It must go back to the cross. It is only at the cross of Christ on Golgotha where God’s hatred of sinners was poured out in a demonstration of His love for sinners at the same time. The beauty of the amazing love that God has for his children is that “while we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8, emphasis mine). The incredible truth of the cross is that although Jesus wasn’t a sinner like every other human being he stood as our representative and was treated like we all deserved to be treated on that cross. 2 Corinthians 5:21 powerfully summarizes the Gospel when it says “For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.”  The perfect God-man Jesus Christ, who knew no sin, was made to be sin! How was this done? Did Jesus become a sinner? Of course not! 1 Peter 2:24 explains “He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree”. The very sin that deserved God’s unyielding wrath was borne by Christ on the cross so that he was treated as a sinner in the way we were meant to be treated.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Check Isaiah 53. ] 

The cross saves us from our sin and solves any apparent contradiction that may arise between God’s hatred of sinners and love for sinners. Both statements are true and both are left unanswered unless the wonder of the cross is proclaimed. Praise be to the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit forever.


[bookmark: _Toc314822784]Question: Purpose of Man	by Taryn Murphy
[bookmark: _Toc314822786]Why am I here?
Bible Verses
Isaiah 43:7
1 Corinthians 6:20
Zephaniah 3:17
Jeremiah 29:11
1 Peter 2:9
Revelation 4:11
Psalm 8:3-4
Quotations
“Why did God make us? To answer that, we need to know three things: First…it wasn’t because he needed us: “The God who made the world and everything in it … is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything” (Acts 17:24-25). And he didn’t make us because he was lonely. Long before we were here, God already had “company” with his Son and the Holy Spirit, referred to in Genesis 1:26, “Let us make man in our own image.” And he didn’t make us because he needed his ego fed. It’s not like God made us to satisfy some craving to be worshiped. God is totally secure in who he is—without us. Second, despite not needing us, God chose to create us anyway, out of his great love: “I have loved you with an everlasting love” (Jeremiah 31:3). Yes, God loved us before he even created us. It’s impossible to get our heads around that idea, but it’s true; that’s what “everlasting” love means. God is love (1 John 4:8), and because of that love and his wonderful creativity, he made us so we can enjoy all that he is and all that he’s done.” (Dawson McAllister, popular youth speaker, radio host, and author)
“Why did He create us? While we can never fully answer the question, it helps to recognize that the answer will come only as we recognize the character and attributes of God. First and foremost, God is a God of love, and love must be demonstrated by showering it upon the object of that love. His grace comes only to those who deserve punishment, and the demonstration of His love and grace and mercy stands without parallel among humans. But in His love He desired reciprocal love, so He created man in His own image…Perhaps the grandest statement of His purpose can be found in Revelation 4:11, where we see heavenly beings gather in His praise, saying, “Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honor and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created.” And there we have it! God created us for His pleasure, for His ultimate good will, because it is best in His estimation.” (John D. Morris, Christian author and Ph.D.)
“In eternity, I imagine God having a holy huddle and saying, ‘We have such a great life together and an over abundance of love, let’s share it. Let Us make humanity in Our image so that they can love like Us. Then they can enjoy an intimate relationship with Us.’ In the great love chapter, the Apostle Paul says that true love “does not seek its own.” This means that love is not selfish or self-centered. God did not keep His life and love to Himself, but He shared it. He breathed into man the breath of life, and man became a living soul. God created humanity because ‘He is love,’ not for what humanity could do for Him.” (Greg Brezina, retired NFL player and author for Christian Families Today)
“The great tragedy of the universe is that, while human beings were made to glorify God, we have all fallen short of this purpose and “exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man” (Romans 1:23) — especially the one in the mirror. This is the essence of what we call sin.” (John Piper, world-renowned Christian author and pastor)
Recommendations 
“Why did God create the world?” by John Piper, DesiringGod.org (http://www.desiringgod.org/messages/why-did-god-create-the-world) 
“Why Did God Create Us?” by Dawson McAllister, ChristianityToday.com (http://www.christianitytoday.com/iyf/advice/faithdoubt/why-did-god-create-man.html)  
“Why am I here on earth?” by Sharon Houk, Christian Broadcasting Network (http://www.cbn.com/spirituallife/churchandministry/evangelism/houk_WhyAmIHere.aspx) 
Commentary
One of the most famous questions in the Westminster Short Catechism is this: “What is the chief end of man?” The answer clearly and succinctly sums up the age old question of man’s purpose on earth: “Man’s chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy him forever.”
Almost every person has, at some point, asked themselves a similar question. Why are we here? The Bible is full of answers to this age-old struggle, stressing that God made each and every one of us for a purpose, and ultimately created us because of His love, pleasure, and glory. 
The Scriptures say that God does not just love, but He is love itself. Being the perfect embodiment of this amazing attribute, God wished to create a species who could share in the joy that comes from such a love. Thus, He created Adam and Eve, even walking with them in the Garden of Eden. The three shared a relationship full of intimacy, fellowship, and harmony. With man inhabiting the earth, God could now shower His abundance of love upon others, bringing happiness to both creation and Himself. Nevertheless, when Adam and Eve sinned by disobeying God, this tore the fellowship between them, fracturing the perfect love man had for God. Only through atonement and a future Savior could man’s inability to wholly love God be restored and forgiven. 
It was because God still so loved man that it pleased Him to provide a means of salvation. God’s pleasure was not only manifested in an enjoyment of friendship with man, but also in the ability to grant an amazing gift to man—the gift of grace. Immediately after Adam and Eve sinned, God made atonement for them by killing an animal and using its skin to clothe them. This signified the future, final atonement which would be made through Christ’s sacrifice. Even before Christ came to earth, it pleased God to seek out the Israelite people and call them His people, even though they rebelled against Him again and again. Despite man’s fallen nature, God still found pleasure in fellowship with him, fellowship that was eventually repaired again when Christ interceded for us.
Lastly, God created man so that He might demonstrate His glory through Christ’s death, resurrection, and gift of eternal life. However, the crucifixion was not a pompous act created to flaunt God’s greatness in a prideful manner, nor does God need us to glorify Him in order to be great. Instead, God foreknew that this demonstration of His glory to man would bring a joy to the world like no other—the joy of salvation and restored communion with our Creator.


Question: Human Life	by Bethany Kawalec
When does human life begin and why does it matter?
Bible Verses
· Psalm 139:13-14
· Genesis 1:27
· Genesis 2:7
· Job 33:4
· Isaiah 44:24
· Jeremiah 1:5
Quotations
“Conception, then is the act of God whereby a person is created by God's sovereign will. A soul is breathed into the living tissue by the Holy Spirit.”—John MacArthur
“The image of God deals with humanity's reflection of God in such things as compassion, rationality, love, hatred, fellowship, etc.  God exhibits all of these characteristics, as do people.”—Matthew Slick  (president and founder of CARM)
Recommendations 
The Unaborted Socrates by Peter Kreeft
The Abolition of Man by C. S. Lewis
https://gracequotes.org/?topic=&author-quote=&s=human+life+conception
https://prolifetraining.com/so-you-care-about-human-equality-become-pro-life/
https://www.princeton.edu/~prolife/articles/embryoquotes2.html
Commentary
[bookmark: _GoBack]The central question to explore here is “What does it mean to be human?”  Rather than address the topics of abortion or birth control, you’ll want to establish how humanity begins before we’re born.   If this is true, providing the unborn with human rights follows naturally as a conclusion.  Presenting some scientific facts along with Scripture makes a compelling case for life at conception.  Then, you can explore what being made in God’s image means, how this separates us from the animals, and why our position as humans instills our life with eternal meaning and purpose.  God didn’t just make us; He gave us a soul and takes special delight in us.  Isn’t this an amazing and humbling thought?  In conclusion, you can gently challenge the audience to ask themselves if they’re fulfilling God’s call on their lives.  Whether you’re a Christian or a non-believer, God still loves you and longs to give you abundant life.  From the moment of your conception, and in fact, even before time began, God created you for a purpose.



Copyright © Monument Publishing. This release was published as part of Season 20 (2019-2020) school year for academic apologetics speakers. See the member landing page for official release date and any notifications. This is proprietary intellectual content and may not be used without proper ownership.
image1.png
Stoa




